
SERMON NOTES
August 22, 2021
Exodus 5:1—6:1

When God’s Plans Disappoint Us

Why do I need to hear this passage of Scripture?

What’s the big idea of this passage?

What are the main takeaways walking through this passage?

What must I do with what I’ve heard?  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LIVING OUT THE WORD
August 22, 2021
Exodus 5:1—6:1
When God’s Plans Disappoint Us

CELEBRATE: God’s call here isn’t simply “Let My people go.” He calls them to go to 
hold a feast to Him in the wilderness, journeying three days to make a sacrifice to Him 
(1, 3). God has delivered us from slavery to sin and to Satan that we might be free to 
worship Him! Do you make much of your freedom to worship, to celebrate the Lord?

COMMUNICATE: Pharaoh heard and repeated the message from Moses and Aaron 
clearly: “Let us go and sacrifice to the LORD” (3, 8, 17). But those who hear what God 
tells us to proclaim may misinterpret it and falsely accuse you because of it (e.g., “they 
are idle”). How might you be misinterpreted and slandered for the gospel’s sake?

CARE: We wonder how a loving God could let this ruthless Pharaoh heighten His 
people’s oppression in Egypt. What a great evil it is to command people to do certain 
work, remove what they need for the work, and then punish them for their failure (4-14)! 
Does God care about our work? About providing for us and for others to succeed?

CULTURE: What Moses said to Pharaoh didn’t stay locked away in His royal chambers: 
it affected all of the people of Israel! Sometimes all of God’s people suffer together, not 
as a result of someone’s sin, but even as godly people obey God’s directions (10-21). 
Are we willing to trust God even as we endure hardship together in the church?

AIM: Pharaoh ignores God in defiance: “Who is the LORD?” (2) The foremen invoke 
God against Moses and Aaron in disappointment: “The LORD look on you and judge” 
(21). Moses turns to the Lord in confusion: “O Lord, why have You done evil to this 
people?” (22) How are you looking to the Lord? What do you bring Him in your heart?

CULTIVATE: Instead of rejecting the Lord and turning away from Him in this 
disappointment, Moses turns to the LORD to ask Him why He has done this (22-23). 
Cultivating a relationship with God includes being willing to ask Him why and to wrestle 
with Him—without giving up on Him or turning away. How have you wrestled with Him?
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