
SERMON NOTES
August 15, 2021
Exodus 4:21-31

Taking the First Steps

Why do I need to hear this passage of Scripture?

What’s the big idea of this passage?

What are the main takeaways walking through this passage?

What must I do with what I’ve heard?  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LIVING OUT THE WORD
August 15, 2021
Exodus 4:21-31
Taking the First Steps

COMMUNICATE: Hear what God says at the outset to Moses: “See that you do before 
Pharaoh all the miracles … But I will harden his heart, so that he will not let the people 
go” (21). Even when God sends us to speak, He warns us that some people will not 
listen. Why does that not mean we should stop bothering to tell others about Jesus?

AIM: For the first time in the Bible, God tells Moses to declare these four words: “Thus 
says the LORD” (22). God puts the authority of His own speech into the mouth of Moses 
to declare to Pharaoh what is true and what must come to pass. How do we remind 
ourselves of God’s authority when we read His Word? What makes us overlook it?

CARE: God describes His people in a very caring way: “Israel is my firstborn son” (22). 
Not only does He care for His people, He has authority to call them out to serve Him 
(23a), and He will fight those who would keep them captive (23b). How do you love, 
lead, and protect your children? How does God love, lead, and protect us today?

CULTIVATE: Right after threatening Pharaoh, God looks ready to put Moses to death 
for not circumcising his son! (24-26) See how important it is to God that those whom He 
saves also share in the signs that we are His people. God seriously expects us today to 
be baptized and take communion (cp. 1 Cor. 11). Will you commit to His signs as well?

CULTURE: Moses’ “job” wasn’t for him alone. It wasn’t for just him and Aaron alone, 
either (27-28)! Moses and Aaron went to all the elders of the people (29), spoke God’s 
words to them and did the signs He gave (30). How can you start listening for what God 
says, not just to you privately, but to share with His people as well?

CELEBRATE: The chapter ends with the people of Israel bowing their heads and 
worshiping (31). Why? They heard that the LORD was personally and practically 
attending to them; they knew He had seen their affliction. Let’s praise God for seeing us 
when we’re down! Will you praise God for caring about our hurts, pains, and needs?
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