
SERMON NOTES
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Exodus 1
When Egypt Changes Around You

Why do I need to hear this passage of Scripture?

What’s the big idea of this passage?

What are the main takeaways walking through this passage?

What must I do with what I’ve heard?  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LIVING OUT THE WORD
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Exodus 1
When Egypt Changes Around You

CULTURE: Consider the family that begins this book (1-6). Genesis shows us that they 
were far from perfect! Yet God brought about great good for the whole world through 
them—as He promised their forefather Abraham. How does God use His imperfect 
people in the church for His glory? What does He promise through His church?

CELEBRATE: When we find fruitfulness and increase in seasons of peace, let us give 
thanks! (7) When God makes us fruitful even under hardship and suffering, let us give 
thanks! (12) When God rewards our faithfulness in fearing Him rather than kings by 
making us fruitful, let us give thanks! (20-21) What fruit are you bearing in this season?

CULTIVATE: A new king arose who did not know Joseph (8). His ignorance of the past 
led into and fed his fears. How should the new king have treated this family if he had 
remembered Joseph? How would we treat God and His people differently if we learned 
about and called to mind His work through His people across all generations?

CARE: The anti-care, the shrewd dealings, and the afflictions upon Israel were rooted in 
the king’s fears of how many and how strong Israel was. How do our ill-founded fears of 
others hinder, prohibit, and reverse our care and love for them? Remember, “love bears 
all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things” (1 Cor. 13:7)! (9-11)

COMMUNICATE: New Testament books like Romans and Galatians describe our 
relationship to sin with words like slavery and bondage. How do you treat sin? Do you 
play with it as something that you can control? Or do you flee from it as something that 
would control you? Let us be warned, and let us warn others to run from sin! (11, 13-14)

AIM: The story shifts to two women: slaves of Pharaoh, weak and of little worth before 
him in the eyes of the world. But because these midwives feared God, they did not do 
as the king of Egypt commanded them (15-21). How does God continue to call us, great 
or small in the world, to persistently obey Him above all earthly powers?
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