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Ephesians 5:3-21
Walking in the Light

Why do I need to hear this passage of Scripture?

What’s the big idea of this passage?

What are the main takeaways walking through this passage?

What must I do with what I’ve heard?  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Ephesians 5:3-21
Walking in the Light

CULTURE: “As is proper among saints” (3) is how Paul describes this culture shift for 
the Ephesians believers: away from sexual immorality, impurity, and idolatry, and into 
the light of the Lord. “Do not be partners with them … walk as children of light” (7-8). 
What makes for a proper culture among God’s people without being proud or stuck-up?

COMMUNICATE: Paul warns the Ephesians about certain speech—filthiness, foolish 
talk, or crude joking (4)—to steer them away from the wrath of God, and to point out that 
people who speak that way have no inheritance in Christ (5-6)! How should we clearly 
warn others of sin’s penalties while caring for them and their salvation?

AIM: We have renounced darkness and partnership with those who are immoral, 
impure, or covetous (5-7). Now our desire is to walk as children of light, giving thanks as 
we speak, to produce all that is good and right and true and to discern what is pleasing 
to the Lord (4, 8-10). How are you avoiding darkness and seeking Christ’s light on you?

CULTIVATE: To walk in the light takes diligent attention to our mindset and activity: 
“Look carefully how you walk, not as unwise but as wise” (15). “Make the best use of the 
time” (16); “understand the will of the Lord” (17). Why does walking in God’s light require 
such rigorous focus and commitment? How do you focus on your walk with God?

CELEBRATE: When we are filled with the Spirit, we address one another in song! We 
make melody to the Lord with our hearts! We give thanks always and for everything to 
God the Father in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ (19-20). What songs of praise 
does the Spirit call to your mind and put on your lips when you walk with Him?

CARE: Consider the care that is evident when we submit to one another out of 
reverence for Christ (21). We do not insist on our own way; rather, we yield ourselves to 
serve our brothers and our sisters. We lift one another up, take the low place at the 
table, and wash one another’s feet. Who models this humble, submissive care to you?
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