
SERMON NOTES
May 30, 2021

Ephesians 4:17-32
Renewed in Our Minds, Imitators of God

Why do I need to hear this passage of Scripture?

What’s the big idea of this passage?

What are the main takeaways walking through this passage?

What must I do with what I’ve heard?  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LIVING OUT THE WORD
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Ephesians 4:17-32
Renewed in Our Minds, Imitators of God

CULTURE: We as believers must put behind us the way Gentles typically live (17-19, 
30-31). Together, we must now speak truth with our neighbors, labor honestly, and 
speak what builds up and gives grace; we must be kind to one another, tenderhearted, 
and forgive one another (25-32). How are you growing in these ways in this church?

CULTIVATE: We learned Christ, we heard His words and heard about Him, and we 
were taught in Him (20-21). That teaching is what leads to life-change (22-24); apart 
from teaching, we are not renewed in our minds to become new people in Christ. How 
did you first learn Christ? How are you continuing to be taught as His disciple?

COMMUNICATE: Let your gospel that you share include the follow-through to the full 
Christian life! We repent of and reject the sin-full way we once walked in (17-22) and are 
renewed in the spirit of our minds (20-23) so that we may live in true righteousness and 
holiness (24ff). Try explaining the gospel to a friend using these three elements!

CARE: Paul points out a specific transition regarding the thief: he no longer steals, but 
he labors “so that he may have something to share with anyone in need” (28). In our 
new life with Christ, we turn from caring for ourselves at others’ expense to caring for 
others at our own expense. How will you spend yourself to share with anyone in need?

AIM: Is your aim to be just good enough for God to let under the ropes around heaven? 
Or to be an imitator of God, beloved and loving others? (5:1-2) We have in Jesus Christ 
not only a Savior but also an example, in Whose steps we now follow as disciples. In 
your speech and in your attitude, how are you growing more like your heavenly Father?

CELEBRATE: Our new life always returns us to Christ’s love for us in His offering and 
sacrifice of Himself to God (5:2). What does it look like to “walk in love,” other than to 
know the greatest example of all time in Christ? Let us rejoice, because Christ loved us! 
Let’s celebrate: He gave Himself up for us! He “paid the debt and made me free!”
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