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Ephesians 3:1-13
From Mystery to Ministry:

Once You Know, You Go and Show

Why do I need to hear this passage of Scripture?

What’s the big idea of this passage?

What are the main takeaways walking through this passage?

What must I do with what I’ve heard?  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From Mystery to Ministry:
Once You Know, You Go and Show

CARE: What is stewardship? Just like in the parable of the talents, God has given His 
grace to Paul for the Ephesians. The good things that we have, the opportunities before 
us — they’re not options for us to pursue if we want, but God’s trust for us to follow 
through on. Do you see the good you can do as a stewardship of God’s gifts? (1-2)

CELEBRATE: We can’t celebrate something we don’t know about! God makes this 
mystery known to Paul, but the Gentiles—non-church people—can’t grasp this mystery 
if Paul keeps it to himself. We not only need to celebrate what God makes known to us, 
but to invite others to celebrate! Whom will you invite to celebrate God’s plan? (3-7)

CULTURE: This mystery that God revealed to Paul is that God has united Gentiles with 
the people of God, as heirs, members of the same body, and partakers of the promise 
(6). Would this be meaningful at all without a present, physical witness in the church? If 
not, how must we foster an openness to this diversity among us?

COMMUNICATE: Once God reveals this mystery to Paul, he’s compelled to share it 
with others, to bring it to light for everyone (9)! He’s commissioned to make it 
understood, to preach it to the Gentiles (8) before the watching rulers and authorities in 
heaven (10). Don’t stay silent with what God has made known to us!

CULTIVATE: Through our faith in Christ Jesus our Lord we have boldness and access 
with confidence (12)! We are not only passively accepting what God chooses to make 
known, but we are acting upon what we have received and coming before God, boldly! 
Take advantage of what you now know! Will you make much of your access to God?

AIM: How good of the Ephesians to care so much for Paul! They were losing heart over 
what Paul was suffering for them. But Paul has to correct their sympathies. Don’t fear 
that the bad guys are winning: celebrate this good news which is worth suffering for! 
(13) Have you ever lost your joy because you were focused on the wrong thing?
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