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Ephesians 2:11-22
This Wonderful, Impossible Unity

Why do I need to hear this passage of Scripture?

What’s the big idea of this passage?

What are the main takeaways walking through this passage?

What must I do with what I’ve heard?  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This Wonderful, Impossible Unity

CELEBRATE: Paul shows the Ephesians that they had been “Christless, stateless, 
friendless, hopeless, and Godless” (William Hendriksen) (11-12). But by Christ’s work 
they are now citizens, family members, part of God’s temple themselves! (19-21) Did 
you know what you were missing? Do you cry with joy for what God has made you?

COMMUNICATE: Verse 13 is a gospel statement: “In Christ Jesus (by faith alone) you 
who once were far off have been brought near by the blood of Christ (by grace alone).” 
We must believe — we must have a living faith in Jesus! And God must do it all — the 
blood of Jesus Christ is the only ground of our salvation! Share this news with others!

AIM: Stay centered on what Jesus did! He abolished the divisions that came by the 
Law; He made one new man in place of the two; He killed the hostility between us and 
God; He came and preached peace to us and gives us access by the Spirit to the 
Father. If these don’t matter to us … why not? Do we take these for granted? (14-18)

CARE: Opposite of care for others is hostility towards them. God showed His care for 
us by breaking down the dividing wall that made Jews and Gentiles hostile to each other 
and killing the hostility between us and God at the cross. How are you actively breaking 
down those things that cause hostility between people, and between us and God? (16)

CULTURE: The church is a new community that’s formed by God: “you are no longer 
strangers and aliens, but you are fellow citizens, members of the household of God, … 
being built together into a dwelling place for God by the Spirit” (19-22). How are you, as 
part of God’s work, welcoming others to be part of God’s new community at CEFC?

CULTIVATE: The church is “built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Christ 
Jesus himself being the cornerstone” (20). Attention to their teaching in the New 
Testament, and fulfilling what God wrote in the Old Testament through Christ, is 
essential to “being built together” (22). Take to heart what you read in the Word today!
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