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Ephesians 1:15-23
May the Spirit Teach Us

Why do I need to hear this passage of Scripture?

What’s the big idea of this passage?

What are the main takeaways walking through this passage?

What must I do with what I’ve heard?  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May the Spirit Teach Us

CARE: Not only has Paul heard about the Ephesians’ faith, but word also reached him 
about their “love toward all the saints” (15). Right faith will flow into active love! And 
such love isn’t without a source, but springs from a celebration of God’s blessings. How 
has your faith in the Lord Jesus been the source of your love toward other believers?

CELEBRATE: Paul does not cease to give thanks for the Ephesians. What a treasure 
that the Ephesians have faith in the Lord Jesus and that they love all the saints! Have 
we taken faith and love for granted and slid into thanklessness? For what believers’ 
combined faith and love can you pause to thank God right now? (15-16)

CULTIVATE: Paul prays that God will give the Ephesians “the Spirit of wisdom and of 
revelation in the knowledge of Him, having the eyes of [their] hearts enlightened, that 
[they] may know …” (17-18). Desire knowledge! Don’t despise it! For whom will you 
pray that the Spirit will give light and wisdom in the knowledge of Him?

COMMUNICATE: What is the hope to which God is calling the people you witness to? 
What is God’s inheritance in each person whom He draws to Himself? Do you 
remember the immeasurable greatness of God’s power to us who believe? Let the 
hope, inheritance, and greatness of God fill your heart when you witness! (18-19)

AIM: Paul can’t help but be drawn back to God’s work in Christ, even as he’s explaining 
how he prays for the Ephesians. His mind gets pulled to Jesus’ resurrection and His 
reign in heaven, longing for the day when Christ rules over all! Why does Paul’s heart 
dwell here? Why should our hearts yearn for Jesus’ return? (20-23)

CULTURE: “Christ has so identified himself with his church that it is said to be his very 
body, much as Adam described Eve as ‘bone of my bones and flesh of my flesh’ (Gen. 
2:23)” (ESV Study Bible) … “it expresses the essential union of His people with Him” 
(Tyndale Commentary). Will you draw as close to the church as you do to Jesus? (23)
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