
SERMON NOTES
April 11, 2021

Ephesians 1:1-14
Excitement over Every Spiritual Blessing!

Why do I need to hear this passage of Scripture?

What’s the big idea of this passage?

What are the main takeaways walking through this passage?

What must I do with what I’ve heard?  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Ephesians 1:1-14
Excitement over Every Spiritual Blessing!

CULTURE: Paul writes this letter to the saints who are in Ephesus (1), and he will have 
a lot to say about being joined together and growing up to maturity in the church. But 
notice first how all these spiritual blessings are ours and for us, describing what we now 
have in Christ! Do you celebrate these blessings not only as yours, but as ours? (3-14)

CELEBRATE: Some Christians walk around with a ho-hum attitude about being in 
Christ. Not Paul! He overflows with rejoicing over every spiritual blessing God has 
blessed us with in Christ! (3) Each blessing leads “to the praise of His glorious grace” 
(6), “to the praise of His glory” (12, 14). Do your blessings lead you to praise God?

AIM: Our EFCA Statement of Faith declares that God, “having limitless knowledge and 
sovereign power … has graciously purposed from eternity to redeem a people for 
Himself” (Article 1). Paul joyfully proclaims this here! How many times in these verses 
does Paul acknowledge God’s will, choice, purpose, plan, and counsel? (1, 4-11)

CARE: God has lavished care upon us in our salvation! He chose us (4), He adopted us 
(5), He redeemed us (7), He forgave us (7), and He promised us an inheritance (11) and 
sealed us with the Holy Spirit (13) — all according to the riches of His grace which He 
lavished on us (7-8)! Does your care for others show thoroughness and generosity?

CULTIVATE: Paul’s ecstasy for the Lord is fueled by His awareness of the blessings 
poured out on us in Christ. It’s because God has made known to us the mystery of His 
will in all wisdom and insight that we can enter into a fuller delight in His purpose and 
plan (8-10). What deeper understanding of God and His ways fuels your praise?

COMMUNICATE: If God has planned it all for our salvation, do we still have a part to 
play? Absolutely: Paul celebrates how the Ephesian believers were sealed with the 
promised Holy Spirit when they heard the word of truth and believed in Christ (13). 
What’s the relationship between God’s forever-plan to save us and our call to believe?
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