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Micah 1
Bad News? For Good News People?

Why do I need to hear this passage of Scripture?

What’s the big idea of this passage?

What are the main takeaways walking through this passage?

What must I do with what I’ve heard?  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Micah 1
Bad News? For Good News People?

CULTIVATE: This book begins with “The word of the LORD” — not of Micah, but of 
God. Knowing this ought to demand our attention, yet for many, “seeing they do not see, 
and hearing they do not hear, nor do they understand” (Matt. 13:13ff). When the LORD 
speaks, how well do we listen? “He who has an ear, let him hear!” (1-3)

AIM: Watch the LORD in awe! He comes down out of His place with power! Our jaws 
drop as He makes His entrance! Many think God is “biggish,” but never overwhelming; 
large, but never fearful. Does Micah’s picture of God match yours? Or does God’s self-
description demand that our understanding of Him stretch to fit His? (3-4)

COMMUNICATE: Telling the Good News of the gospel can’t happen without telling the 
bad news of sin and its effects. Like Micah, Paul explains that “the wages of sin is 
death” (Rom. 6:23). The fear of God’s wrath prods us to run to His salvation! If we’re too 
reluctant to talk about sin with others, how does that silence our gospel voice? (5-7)

CARE: Many picture a prophet as someone comfortably shouting curses at others while 
he walks away, fat and happy. But Micah laments, wails, and mourns for his people. 
When others suffer, he suffers with them; he enters into their suffering. Do we? When 
we see our neighbors hurting, will we embrace their pain with them? (8-9)

CULTURE: All of these cities around Micah’s hometown now have foreboding omens 
hovering over them. What do we do when we feel like we’re under a cloud, waiting for 
the axe to fall? Will we hurry to seek the Lord? When was the last time we lamented our 
sins together and sought how to repent before our Lord? (10-15)

CELEBRATE: Our worship of God calls us to celebration and to lament, and to a full 
spread of emotions that God’s people embody in His Word. Have you ever lamented in 
the worship of God? Jesus said in His Sermon on the Mount, “Blessed are those who 
mourn, for they shall be comforted.” Will you mourn and wait for Jesus’ comfort? (16)
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