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2 Samuel 23
The Just King and His Courageous Men

Why do I need to hear this passage of Scripture?

What’s the big idea of this passage?

What are the main takeaways walking through this passage?

What must I do with what I’ve heard?  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LIVING OUT THE WORD
January 24, 2021
2 Samuel 23
The Just King and His Courageous Men

CULTIVATE: David takes two and a half verses just to call our attention to what God 
has to say through him (1-3). Listen to the one God has exalted, anointed, and filled 
with sweet psalms: the Spirit of the Lord, the God and the Rock of Israel, has spoken 
and speaks through him! How is God calling you to pay attention to Him today?

CARE: Consider the blessings that come from a just and godly ruler! He is as healthy to 
the whole land as the rising sun, as the renewing rain (3-4). How have you seen just 
and godly rulers pour out blessing across the nation? What godly justice are you 
praying for in our nation? What godliness and justice do others seek?

COMMUNICATE: David’s hope in the grace of God shines forth in verse 5. God made 
with David an everlasting covenant, well-ordered and secure––as God has done with 
you and me by faith in the death and resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ! Have you 
shared this promise of salvation and security in the faithfulness of Jesus with others?

CELEBRATE: What a boost of courage it is to celebrate the victories God gives to His 
faithful servants!—especially after many stories of worthless men, shameful sins, and 
painful penalties! Do these stories of the power of God at work in His people excite you? 
Do you aspire to such courage? May we too be so strong in the Lord! (8-23) 

AIM: Was David disrespectful to pour out this water, brought at great risk to his most 
elite soldiers? (13-17) Certainly not! Drinking it would treat the blood of his best soldiers 
as lightly as his whim for water from home. David honored their courage as an offering 
to the Lord. Are we willing to sacrifice our cravings to honor God and His mighty men?

CULTURE: The chapter ends with a list of heroes, recognized for their valor. Their 
deeds are unmentioned, yet their names are included: they are worth remembering! 
Would you live with such courage for Christ and His kingdom that God might add your 
name to a list like this? Would you still be a mighty man/woman of God for this? (24-39)
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