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2 Samuel 21
Zeroes and Heroes: Of Gibeon and Gath

Why do I need to hear this passage of Scripture?

What’s the big idea of this passage?

What are the main takeaways walking through this passage?

What must I do with what I’ve heard?  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CULTIVATE: David prays to God to understand why this famine had come upon the 
land—and once he gets an answer, he tries to make it right straightaway (1-6). It took 
three years of famine to call David’s attention to what was wrong, but he acted once he 
realized! Are you seeking the Lord’s face? Are you eager to set things straight?

AIM: Long after the story about Saul ended we read that Saul, in his zeal for Israel and 
Judah, sought to strike down the people with whom Joshua had made a treaty (1-2; cf. 
Joshua 9). Saul was fervent, eager––but his energy was misplaced. How do you stay 
fervent for the Lord? How is your energy for Him most likely to get thrown off?

COMMUNICATE: The idea that others’ deaths could atone for someone else’s sins 
makes us squirm! (6-9) But we also rejoice that Jesus Christ died willingly in our place 
to deliver us from the power and penalty of sin, and to bring us back to God (New City 
Catechism Q24). What about this substitution both bothers you and brings you relief?

CARE: Even in this difficult situation, David follows after Rizpah (10) to show honor and 
care for the dead. He gathers the bones of Saul, of Jonathan, and of those disgracefully 
put to death, and buries them with their family in their own land. What does it look like to 
show honor and compassion to others, even after their death? (11-14)

CULTURE: David needed to be rescued, too! Abishai saved the king in battle against 
another Philistine giant (15-17), and three other soldiers valiantly fought giants of Gath 
as David did, and prevailed (18-22). How do we know when we’ve relied too much on 
one person to “get the job done" or “slay the giant”? Who else is rising up in our church?

CELEBRATE: At the end of the chapter, a three-year famine finally comes to an end 
(14), and the giant enemies of God’s people are defeated in four different wars (15, 
18-20). Three meager years and four wars are huge challenges, yet God brings His 
people through. Let us celebrate again all the challenges God has brought us through!
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