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2 Samuel 20
Countering the Crescendo with Calm

Why do I need to hear this passage of Scripture?

What’s the big idea of this passage?

What are the main takeaways walking through this passage?

What must I do with what I’ve heard?  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2 Samuel 20
Countering the Crescendo with Calm

COMMUNICATE: Worthless men are spreading bad news around us quickly even 
today: news that “we have no king,” or that we don’t need the church, religion, or God, 
to be upright in this world. How much more urgent is it that we spread the good news! 
Do you rush to serve our King and His people and call others to His side? (1-2)

CARE: David’s first order of business when coming back to Jerusalem is to take care of 
the ten concubines, the women he left in charge of caring for the palace, who were 
horribly abused by his son Absalom. Even with the threat of another war, care came 
first. How do you prioritize care for others above urgent, pressing demands? (3)

AIM: Joab uses David’s noble aim—to end the rebellion that would divide the nation—
for his own power-grabbing aim: to seat himself as the leader of David’s army. How can 
we distort good causes and true needs for our own selfish desires? How will we crucify 
our desires in order to say, “Thy kingdom come; Thy will be done”? (4-13)

CULTIVATE: It is essential to be both wise and courageous. The wise woman at Abel 
not only carried on the city’s longstanding virtue of wise counsel, but she also came up 
to the wall the army was battering in order to call to Joab for an audience! Does your 
wisdom lead you to retreat, or to approach others with a path for peace? (14-21)

CELEBRATE: What could have been another civil war was cut short by the wise 
woman’s negotiation and the city’s follow-through. The insurrectionist was slain, and the 
army all went to their own homes. It sounds anticlimactic, but it’s a peace worth giving 
thanks for. What battles and wars has good, godly counsel saved you from? (22)

CULTURE: As the book of 2 Samuel winds down, let’s not be ungrateful for the service 
of capable and trustworthy people. The king needed capable leaders for his expanding 
government, and these men rose to the task. What leaders do you know who are more 
frequently behind the scenes? Are you willing to serve as such a leader, too? (23-26)
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