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2 Samuel 19:8-43
Healing What’s Been Broken

Why do I need to hear this passage of Scripture?

What’s the big idea of this passage?

What are the main takeaways walking through this passage?

What must I do with what I’ve heard?  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2 Samuel 19:8-43
Healing What’s Been Broken

AIM: David doesn’t seek his own pride or glory. He wants to unite the nation God has 
set him over. He reaches out to both Israel and Judah to lead them in how to be 
restored to Him. David shows them how to get right with him; do we know how to get 
right with God? What about on this side of the cross, after we’re saved? (9-15)

CULTIVATE: Shimei was in deep trouble for cursing the king on his way out of 
Jerusalem, so he doubles his efforts to seek the king’s mercy upon his return! He rallies 
a thousand men to welcome David, not waiting on the other side of the river but fording 
it to help the king cross. What effort is there in how you seek forgiveness? (16-18)

COMMUNICATE: Shimei fully confesses his guilt as he begs for the king’s mercy 
(19-20), eager to make things right. While Abishai would hold on to Shimei’s death-debt, 
David spares Shimei’s life because he is “this day king over Israel” (22-23). What are 
the parallels in this story to our own repentance and God’s powerful forgiveness?

CELEBRATE: Mephibosheth was betrayed by his servant, so he chose to look and 
smell terrible in mourning for David. But now the king has returned! David let him live 
and restored what had been taken from him! But what’s greatest to you: your life 
spared, your fortunes restored, or your king safely come home again? (24-30)

CARE: Barzillai politely declines David’s kind offers: he’s old, he can’t enjoy royal 
refinements, and he wants to be buried with his people. Then he asks that this kindness 
be shown to his servant Chimham instead. If you are well provided for, can you redirect 
further blessings you receive to those who need it and appreciate it? (31-40)

CULTURE: David proactively forgives others, both at the tribal level and at a personal 
level. But look at the accusations and defensiveness of the tribes of Israel (41-43)! How 
can they be united to the king, yet at odds with one another? Can Christians also be 
united to the Savior, yet at odds with one another? How must we unite through Christ?
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