
SERMON NOTES
December 13, 2020

2 Samuel 17:24––19:8
The Unstoppable Love of the Father

Why do I need to hear this passage of Scripture?

What’s the big idea of this passage?

What are the main takeaways walking through this passage?

What must I do with what I’ve heard?  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LIVING OUT THE WORD
December 13, 2020
2 Samuel 17:24––19:8
The Unstoppable Love of the Father

CARE: Three men bring David and his people not only food, but also beds and pottery: 
meals to nourish them in a far land, and things we rely on from day to day that they 
couldn’t carry with them (17:27-29). Are you able to provide food, or shelter, or daily 
tools for those in need? Do you know where to point people in need of these things?

COMMUNICATE: David is clear with his generals and the soldiers under them to 
“protect” (18:12) and “deal gently for my sake with the young man Absalom" (18:5). This 
is God’s message to us today: not to destroy or condemn the unsaved (John 3:17), but 
to bring them back to God. Is your attitude towards the lost compassionate, or violent?

CULTIVATE: The soldier who found Absalom stuck in the tree took David’s words to 
heart. He wouldn’t have struck down Absalom for ten times the silver his commanding 
officer offered him! (18:10-13) Let us be sure we’ve heard Jesus’ words to us—and then 
let us be sure to obey them. What words from Jesus are you taking to heart today?

CELEBRATE: What are you quicker to bring to God: that His enemies have been 
destroyed, or that His child has been restored? Make sure that what you consider to be 
good news matches up with what God considers good news! Did you celebrate in 
prayer more recently someone’s downfall, or someone’s salvation? (18:19-30)

AIM: As you dwell on Who God is, soak in His heart for the lost. David wept over 
Absalom, wishing he would have died instead (18:31-33); Jesus wept over Jerusalem 
as he drew near to it to offer His life for theirs (Luke 19:41-44). When did you last weep 
for the lost? Would you rather lay down your life for others that they might be saved?

CULTURE: When David’s people heard that their king wept and mourned for Absalom, 
they mourned as well and were ashamed (19:1-4). Joab rebuked David for his lack of 
love (5-7), but don’t we hear from Joab the older brother’s voice from Luke 15, the story 
of the prodigal son? Will we lament too when our Lord and King also weeps?
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