
SERMON NOTES
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2 Samuel 15:1–16:14
Who We Are in Hard Times

Why do I need to hear this passage of Scripture?

What’s the big idea of this passage?

What are the main takeaways walking through this passage?

What must I do with what I’ve heard?  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2 Samuel 15:1–16:14
Who We Are in Hard Times

CULTIVATE: Absalom makes the extra effort to steal the hearts of the men of Israel. He 
gets up early to stand in the gate, he knows how to win friends and influence people, 
and he knows how to sow discontent for his advantage later. What are we sowing in our 
own hearts these days? How would the devil cultivate rebellion in you? (1-6)

CULTURE: When Absalom’s news reaches David, he and his people immediately flee 
for their lives! Then David sees Ittai and 600 new soldiers, and he offers to let them 
escape from his own pain. But Ittai and his men claim their new king for better and for 
worse. Do you give your allegiance to God and His church, even in hardship? (7-23)

COMMUNICATE: Zadok and Abiathar bring the ark to David as a sign of God’s blessing 
on the true king. But David sends them back: he trusts God’s judgment, and he needs 
them to inform him on what’s happening in Jerusalem. How are you communicating with 
God until Jesus’ return? Talk with Him constantly about what’s going on! (24-29)

CELEBRATE: God turns David and his people’s mourning into hope with a sudden 
answer to prayer. As soon as David asks God to thwart Ahithophel’s counsel, Hushai 
shows up! He’d be a burden on the road, but he’ll turn the tide for David in his unique 
position in Jerusalem. How has God answered prayers for you in your distress? (30-37)

CARE: Ziba meets David with much needed provisions at just the right time! (16:1-4) 
But his motives are questionable: he throws his master Mephibosheth under the bus! 
Shimei’s violent anger is obvious (16:5-8), but he’ll repent in due time (19:16-23). Which 
is better? Ziba’s timely gifts for selfish gain? or Shimei’s curses that he’ll repent of?

AIM: Twice David points to God’s trustworthy purposes for him, even when he is on the 
run. If David finds favor in the eyes of the LORD, He will bring him back (15:25). If the 
LORD told Shimei to curse David, He will repay David with good for his cursing (16:12). 
How do you react in such hard times? Do you trust that God will work it out for good?
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