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2 Samuel 4
Means Matters

Why do I need to hear this passage of Scripture?

What’s the big idea of this passage?

What are the main takeaways walking through this passage?

What must I do with what I’ve heard?  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AIM: Baanah and Rechab thought David would approve of whoever killed his opposing 
king, not caring to know the details (1-8). If we think we can glorify God so long as we 
“get the job done,” we’ve lost sight of how to please Him. “Behold, to obey is better than 
sacrifice” (1 Sam. 15:22). When have Christians lost sight of how to honor God?

CARE: When Jonathan died, the nurse of his 5-year-old son Mephibosheth picked him 
up and ran away in a hurry, fearing that the boy’s life was in great danger (4). In 2 
Samuel 9 we learn that he was not at risk, but many people live in fear of what others 
might do. How can we bring peace and rest to those who live in fear of the worst?

CULTURE: American culture today is full of people who believe they’re doing God a 
kindness, in His service, when they threaten others with weapons or act in violence and 
wickedness. But we must not baptize wrongdoing by saying, “the LORD has avenged 
my lord the king …” (8). How must the church stand out in its stance against injustice?

CELEBRATE: David chooses to celebrate the Lord God, His methods, and His 
deliverance over against the claim of these violent men: “As the LORD lives, who has 
redeemed my life out of every adversity …” (9). Do you know that the LORD is living 
and active? Has He ever stooped to wickedness to rescue you? How is He blameless?

CULTIVATE: David stays consistent: he struck down the Amalekite who feared not to 
put Saul, the Lord’s anointed, to death, so he will do the same to “wicked men [who] 
have killed a righteous man in his own house on his bed” (11). How are we tempted to 
compromise with violence against our bullies and opponents? How will we resist?

COMMUNICATE: The hands of Baanah and Rechab killed an innocent man; their feet 
carried his head to David (12). But we are to be the hands and feet of Christ: to bring 
help, blessing, and healing in our hands; and to travel with the good news of the Lamb 
Who was slain, Jesus Christ. Are your hands and feet quick to violence, or to peace?
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