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Welcome and thank you for joining us for worship today! We are honored that 

you are with us. We pray that the word of God you hear will strengthen your 

faith and increase your love for the Lord! If you are a guest today, know that we 

are thankful you have joined us and hope that you will join us again soon. 

The gospel (or good news) is not just information about what Jesus did to save 

sinners. It is also the power God uses to work faith in our hearts and transform 

our lives. Therefore, Lutheran worship places the gospel in central focus in an 

order of service called the liturgy. In the message and meal (Holy Communion), 

in specially selected Scripture readings, and in carefully crafted songs, prayers, 

and creeds, the liturgy proclaims the good news about Jesus from start to finish. 

Lutheran worship is also designed to include the participation of the entire 

assembly (including children). For your ease and convenience, the order of 

service is printed out in the following pages. If a song is not found in this service 

folder, it can be found in the red hymnal located on the chair in front of you. 

Parts marked  are spoken or sung by the minister, and parts marked  and 

printed in bold are spoken or sung by the congregation. 

• If you are in need of restrooms, they are located off the area at the bottom of 

the stairs. A second set of restrooms (including a  changing table) is located 

in the back hallway. 

• If your child needs a moment to be quieted, there is an overflow room 

adjacent to the worship space where a live feed of the service is broadcast. 

• Children’s activity bags, which include activities and lessons pertaining to 

today’s Scripture readings, are available in the entryway. 

• Sermon outline sheets intended to help children in grades 4-8 follow along 

with the sermon are available on the table near the entryway. 
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August 29:  Resetting righteousness 

September 5:  Resetting efficiency 

September 12:  Resetting the stakes 

September 19:  Resetting greatness 

September 26:  Resetting unity 

Once something becomes habit, it’s easy to forget why we started doing it in the 

first place. The same goes for our spiritual habits. It’s important for individuals 

and churches to regularly reassess what they’re doing and why they’re doing it. 

This week God helps us reset our understanding of what’s at stake in our lives. 

It’s easy for our attention to gravitate toward battles that are fought in our world 

over things like power, influence, and recognition. In battles like those, it seems 

more and more like Christians are losing. But God wants our focus to be on a 

much more important battle. Our real enemies are not simply trying to make 

earthly life uncomfortable for us. They are in a tug of war with God for our souls 

and our eternities. Thankfully, in this high stakes battle, Jesus has already won 

the victory. All who turn their hearts to him will have a share in his salvation. 

Almighty God, you see that we have no power to defend ourselves. Guard and 

keep us both outwardly and inwardly from all adversities that may happen to 

the body and from all evil thoughts that may assault and hurt the soul; through 

your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

Service Canticles. Music by Ricky Manalo. Copyright ©2009 OCP. 

God Is for Us. Copyright ©2018 City Alight Music. 

O Church Arise.  Words and music by Keith and Kristyn Getty. Copyright ©2006 

Thankyou Music. 

Scripture selections (unless otherwise noted): New International Version Holy 

Bible. Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984, 2011 by Biblica, Inc. 

Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-722758 and CCLI #11178086. 
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 In the name of the Father, and of the Son  and of the Holy Spirit. 

 Amen. 

 If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in 

us. 

  If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just and will forgive us our 

sins and purify us from all unrighteousness. 

 Let us confess our sins to the Lord. 

 Holy God, gracious Father, I am sinful by nature  and have sinned 

against you in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have not loved you 

with my whole heart; I have not loved others as I should. I deserve your 

punishment both now and forever. But Jesus, my Savior, paid for my 

sins with his holy life and innocent death. Trusting in him, I pray: God, 

have mercy on me, a sinner.  

 Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us. He sent his only 

Son, Jesus Christ, who gave his life as the atoning sacrifice for the sins of 

the whole world. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his 

authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the  

Son  and of the Holy Spirit. 

 Amen. 
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 In peace let us pray to the Lord. 

 Lord, have mercy. 

 For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord. 

 Lord, have mercy. 

 For the peace of the whole world, for the well‑being of the Church of God, 

and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord. 

 Lord, have mercy. 

 For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let 

us pray to the Lord. 

 Lord, have mercy. 

 Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 

 Amen. 
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 The Lord be with you. 

 And also with you. 

 Almighty God, you see that we have no power to defend ourselves. Guard 

and keep us both outwardly and inwardly from all adversities that may 

happen to the body and from all evil thoughts that may assault and hurt 

the soul; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns 

with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 Amen. 

 Elijah went before the people and said, “How long will you waver between 

two opinions? If the Lord is God, follow him; but if Baal is God, follow 

him.” 

 But the people said nothing. 

 22 Then Elijah said to them, “I am the only one of the Lord’s prophets 

left, but Baal has four hundred and fifty prophets. 23 Get two bulls for us. 

Let Baal’s prophets choose one for themselves, and let them cut it into 

pieces and put it on the wood but not set fire to it. I will prepare the other 

bull and put it on the wood but not set fire to it. 24 Then you call on the 

name of your god, and I will call on the name of the Lord. The god who 

answers by fire—he is God.” 

 Then all the people said, “What you say is good.” 

 25 Elijah said to the prophets of Baal, “Choose one of the bulls and prepare 

it first, since there are so many of you. Call on the name of your god, but do 

not light the fire.” 26 So they took the bull given them and prepared it. 
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 Then they called on the name of Baal from morning till noon. “Baal, answer 

us!” they shouted. But there was no response; no one answered. And they 

danced around the altar they had made. 

 27 At noon Elijah began to taunt them. “Shout louder!” he said. “Surely he is 

a god! Perhaps he is deep in thought, or busy, or traveling. Maybe he is 

sleeping and must be awakened.” 28 So they shouted louder and 

slashed themselves with swords and spears, as was their custom, until 

their blood flowed. 29 Midday passed, and they continued their frantic 

prophesying until the time for the evening sacrifice. But there was no 

response, no one answered, no one paid attention. 

 30 Then Elijah said to all the people, “Come here to me.” They came to him, 

and he repaired the altar of the Lord, which had been torn down.31 Elijah 

took twelve stones, one for each of the tribes descended from Jacob, to 

whom the word of the Lord had come, saying, “Your name shall be 

Israel.” 32 With the stones he built an altar in the name of the Lord, and he 

dug a trench around it large enough to hold two seahs of seed. 33 He 

arranged the wood, cut the bull into pieces and laid it on the wood. Then 

he said to them, “Fill four large jars with water and pour it on the offering 

and on the wood.” 

 34 “Do it again,” he said, and they did it again. 

 “Do it a third time,” he ordered, and they did it the third time. 35 The water 

ran down around the altar and even filled the trench. 

 36 At the time of sacrifice, the prophet Elijah stepped forward and prayed: 

“Lord, the God of Abraham, Isaac and Israel, let it be known today that 

you are God in Israel and that I am your servant and have done all these 

things at your command. 37 Answer me, Lord, answer me, so these people 

will know that you, Lord, are God, and that you are turning their hearts 

back again.” 

 38 Then the fire of the Lord fell and burned up the sacrifice, the wood, the 

stones and the soil, and also licked up the water in the trench. 

 39 When all the people saw this, they fell prostrate and cried, “The Lord—

he is God! The Lord—he is God!” 

 The Word of the Lord. 

 Thanks be to God! 
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 God is our ref-/uge and strength, 

 an ever-present help in / trouble. 

 Therefore we will not fear, though the / earth give way 

 and the mountains fall into the heart / of the sea, 

 though its waters / roar and foam 

 and the mountains quake with their / surging. Refrain 

 There is a river whose streams make glad the cit-/y of God, 

 the holy place where the Most / High dwells. 

 God is within her, she / will not fall; 

 God will help her at / break of day. 

 Be still, and know that / I am God; 

 I will be exalted among the nations, I will be exalted / in the earth. 

 Glory be to the Father and / to the Son 

 and to the Holy / Spirit, 

as it was in the be-/ginning, 

 is now, and will be forever. / Amen. Refrain 
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 Finally, be strong in the Lord and in his mighty power. 11 Put on the full 

armor of God, so that you can take your stand against the devil’s 

schemes. 12 For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the 

rulers, against the authorities, against the powers of this dark world and 

against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms.13 Therefore put 

on the full armor of God, so that when the day of evil comes, you may be 

able to stand your ground, and after you have done everything, to stand. 
14 Stand firm then, with the belt of truth buckled around your waist, with 

the breastplate of righteousness in place, 15 and with your feet fitted with 

the readiness that comes from the gospel of peace. 16 In addition to all this, 

take up the shield of faith, with which you can extinguish all the flaming 

arrows of the evil one. 17 Take the helmet of salvation and the sword of the 

Spirit, which is the word of God. 

 18 And pray in the Spirit on all occasions with all kinds of prayers and 

requests. With this in mind, be alert and always keep on praying for all the 

Lord’s people. 

 The Word of the Lord. 

 Thanks be to God! 

 Refrain 

 In you, Lord, I have taken refuge; let me never be put to shame;  

deliver me in your righteousness.  

 Refrain 
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 When they came to the other disciples, they saw a large crowd around 

them and the teachers of the law arguing with them. 15 As soon as all the 

people saw Jesus, they were overwhelmed with wonder and ran to greet 

him. 

 16 “What are you arguing with them about?” he asked. 

 17 A man in the crowd answered, “Teacher, I brought you my son, who is 

possessed by a spirit that has robbed him of speech. 18 Whenever it seizes 

him, it throws him to the ground. He foams at the mouth, gnashes his teeth 

and becomes rigid. I asked your disciples to drive out the spirit, but they 

could not.” 

 19 “You unbelieving generation,” Jesus replied, “how long shall I stay with 

you? How long shall I put up with you? Bring the boy to me.” 

 20 So they brought him. When the spirit saw Jesus, it immediately threw the 

boy into a convulsion. He fell to the ground and rolled around, foaming at 

the mouth. 

 21 Jesus asked the boy’s father, “How long has he been like this?” 

 “From childhood,” he answered. 22 “It has often thrown him into fire or 

water to kill him. But if you can do anything, take pity on us and help us.” 

 23 “‘If you can’?” said Jesus. “Everything is possible for one who believes.” 

 24 Immediately the boy’s father exclaimed, “I do believe; help me overcome 

my unbelief!” 

 25 When Jesus saw that a crowd was running to the scene, he rebuked the 

impure spirit. “You deaf and mute spirit,” he said, “I command you, come 

out of him and never enter him again.” 

 26 The spirit shrieked, convulsed him violently and came out. The boy 

looked so much like a corpse that many said, “He’s dead.” 27 But Jesus took 

him by the hand and lifted him to his feet, and he stood up. 

 The Gospel of the Lord. 

 Praise be to you, O Christ! 
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The score isn’t what you think.  

 We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,  

 maker of heaven and earth,  

 of all that is,  

 seen and unseen.  

 We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,  

 eternally begotten of the Father,  

 God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,  

 begotten, not made,  

 of one being with the Father.  

 Through him all things were made.  

For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, 

 was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary,  

 and became fully human.  

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate.  

He suffered death and was buried.  

On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures.  

He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,  

 and his kingdom will have no end.  

 We believe in the Holy Spirit,  

 the Lord, the giver of life,  

 who proceeds from the Father and the Son,  

 who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,  

 who has spoken through the prophets.  

We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church.  

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  

We look for the resurrection of the dead  

 and the life of the world to come. Amen.  
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 Lord God, we believe; help our unbelief! Sustain us through the many 

troubles and trials of this world. When evil spirits torment us and those 

that we love, revive our trust in you. Lord, in your mercy,  

 hear our prayer. 

 Gracious Lord, bless the teachers of our Synod’s schools, colleges and 

seminary. Keep them faithful to your Word, that they may not be led 

astray in what they teach. Lord, in your mercy,  

 hear our prayer. 

 Lord God, you have promised that “all things are possible for one who 

believes.” In such faith, we bring before you ____________ and all others in 

need, asking you to grant them health and healing. Lord, in your mercy,  

 hear our prayer. 

 All these things and whatever else you know that we need, grant us, 

Father, for the sake of him who died and rose again and now lives and 

reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God forever.  

 Amen. 
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 The Lord be with you.  

 And also with you.  

 Lift up your hearts.  

 We lift them up to the Lord.  

 Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God.  

 It is good and right so to do.  

 It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give 

you thanks, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through 

Jesus Christ, our Lord, who promised that wherever two or three come 

together in his name, there he is with them to shepherd his flock till he 

comes again in glory. Therefore, with all the saints on earth and hosts of 

heaven, we praise your holy name and join their glorious song:  
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 Blessed are you, Lord God, eternal King and gracious Father. In love you 

made us the crown of your creation. In mercy you planned our salvation. 

In grace you sent your Son to redeem us from sin. 

 We remember and give you thanks that your eternal Son, Jesus Christ, 

became flesh and made his dwelling among us, that he willingly placed 

himself under law to redeem those under law, that he humbled himself by 

becoming obedient to death on a cross, that he has destroyed death and 

has brought life and immortality to light through the gospel. 
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 Bless us as we receive your Son’s body and blood in this Sacrament. 

Forgive our sins, increase our faith, strengthen our fellowship, and deepen 

our longing for the day when Christ will welcome us to his eternal feast. 

Praise and thanks and honor and glory be to you, O God our Father, and to 

your Son and to the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 Amen. 

 Our Father, who art in heaven,  

 hallowed be thy name,  

 thy kingdom come,  

 thy will be done  

 on earth as it is in heaven.  

 Give us this day our daily bread;  

 and forgive us our trespasses,  

 as we forgive those who trespass against us;  

 and lead us not into temptation,  

 but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom  

 and the power and the glory  

 forever and ever. Amen. 

 Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when 

he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take 

and eat; this is my body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of 

me.”  

 Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink 

from it, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured 

out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in 

remembrance of me.”  
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 The peace of the Lord be with you always.  

 Amen.  



 

20 

 



 

 21 

 Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good.  

 His mercy endures forever.  

 Whenever we eat this bread and drink this cup, 

 we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 

 We give thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us with this saving 

gift. We pray that through it you will strengthen our faith in you and 

increase our love for one another. We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ, 

our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 

and forever. 

 Amen. 

 The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace.  

 Amen. 
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 Give us lips to sing thy glory, Tongues thy mercy to proclaim, 

Throats to shout the hope that fills us, Mouths to speak thy holy name. 

Alleluia! Alleluia! May the light which thou dost send 

Fill our songs with alleluias, Alleluias without end! 

 God the Father, light-creator, To thee laud and honor be. 

To thee, Light from Light begotten, Praise be sung eternally. 

Holy Spirit, light-revealer, Glory, glory be to thee. 

Mortals, angels, now and ever Praise the holy Trinity! 
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Sunday School and Bible study resume today! All Sunday School children should 

meet in the worship space at 10:15 a.m. for a brief opening devotion. They will go 

to their classrooms from there. Adult Bible study will be led by Vicar Zeng in the 

fellowship room. Teens are invited to join the adults today. They will begin their 

own study next week. 

Good News Groups are intended to knit Christians together in community that 

they might share each other’s joys and burdens, help each other in time of need, 

and support each other in their spiritual life. Our fall batch of Good News 

Groups are now open for registration. You can sign up for one or more groups in 

person. You can also do so online. To learn about this fall's Good News Groups, 

visit https://www.goodnewslc.org/ministry/good-news-groups.  

  

As we approach the date for applying for financing and breaking ground for our 

building project, we are making another push for funding for our project. This 

effort is specifically for newer members to our church, for those who weren't able 

to commit to anything last fall, and to friends and family of our congregation 

who may have interest in our project. See the Monday email or speak with Pastor 

Bauer for how you can participate. 



Good News Lutheran Church was established in 2013 as a mission effort of 

Resurrection Lutheran Church in Verona. Our mission is to pierce our world’s 

deafening noise with the distinct voice of the good news. 

100 S. 1st Street 

Mount Horeb, WI 53572 

(608) 437-4646 

GoodNewsLC.org 

Sunday Worship: 9:00 a.m. 

Sunday Online Broadcast: 9:00 a.m. on Facebook; 10:00 a.m. on YouTube 

Bible Classes and Sunday School: Sundays at 10:15 a.m. 

Pastor Jonathan Bauer 

Pastor@GoodNewsLC.org 

(608) 772-7500 

Good News Lutheran Church proclaims the truth about Jesus throughout the 

world as a member of the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod (WELS). We 

are united in faith and teaching with the other churches of the Wisconsin Synod 

as well as the churches of the Evangelical Lutheran Synod (ELS). 


