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Welcome and thank you for joining us for worship today! We are honored that 

you are with us. We pray that the word of God you hear will strengthen your 

faith and increase your love for the Lord! If you are a guest today, know that we 

are thankful you have joined us and hope that you will join us again soon. 

The gospel (or good news) is not just information about what Jesus did to save 

sinners. It is also the power God uses to work faith in our hearts and transform 

our lives. Therefore, Lutheran worship places the gospel in central focus in an 

order of service called the liturgy. In the message and meal (Holy Communion), 

in specially selected Scripture readings, and in carefully crafted songs, prayers, 

and creeds, the liturgy proclaims the good news about Jesus from start to finish. 

Lutheran worship is also designed to include the participation of the entire 

assembly (including children). For your ease and convenience, the order of 

service is printed out in the following pages. If a song is not found in this service 

folder, it can be found in the red hymnal located on the chair in front of you. 

Parts marked  are spoken or sung by the minister, and parts marked  and 

printed in bold are spoken or sung by the congregation. 

• If you are in need of restrooms, there are two in the back of the sanctuary, 

one on either side of the kitchen. 

• If your child needs a moment to be quieted, a children’s room is available on 

the far right side of the sanctuary. 

• Hand sanitizer and disposable masks are available in the entryway. 

• Guidelines for seating are posted in the entryway and on the projection 

screen. 
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November 29: Save us! 

December 6: Come to us! 

December 13: Shine on us! 

December 20: Keep your Word! 

A year like this proves that just about everything in life is fragile. Like a delicate 

Christmas ornament, our lives can shatter at a moment’s notice. Thankfully, God 

gives us the perfect wish list for a year like this. He shows us what to ask for in 

order to have a Christmas that is truly unbreakable. This week we see how Jesus 

provides us with a gift that is often elusive around Christmas time: preparation. 

Because he will one day come to judge, we need him first to come to save. As a 

result, we need to be prepared. This preparation, however, is not something we 

are responsible for. He sends messengers to announce his arrival, prompting us 

to eagerly pray: Come to us! 

Stir up our hearts, O Lord, to prepare the way for your only Son. By his coming 

give us strength in our conflicts and shed light on our path through the darkness 

of this world; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with 

you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

Service Canticles. Music by Ricky Manalo. Copyright ©2009 OCP. 

Dawning Light of Our Salvation. Words Copyright © 2012 Wendell 

Kimbrough . Music by Bruce Benedict, copyright © 2012 Cardiphonia. 

Scripture selections (unless otherwise noted): New International Version Holy 

Bible. Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984, 2011 by Biblica, Inc. 

Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-722758 and CCLI #11178086. 
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 In the name of the Father, and of the Son  and of the Holy Spirit. 

 Amen. 

 Prepare the way for the Lord,  

 make straight in the desert a highway for our God. 

Every valley shall be raised up, every mountain and hill made low; the 

rough ground shall become level, the rugged places a plain. 

 And the glory of the Lord will be revealed, and all people will see it 

together. 

 Dear friends, one day Christ will come in glory to deliver his people. 

Therefore, let us prepare our hearts to meet him by humbly seeking his 

forgiveness. 

Almighty and merciful Father, 

  we have strayed from your ways like lost sheep. 

 We have followed what we have devised and desired in our hearts. 

 We have offended you and sinned against your holy law. 

 We have done those things that we should not have done, 

  and we have not done those things that we should have done. 

 Have mercy on us, Lord! 

  Spare us, forgive us, and restore us, 

  according to your promises in Christ Jesus. 

 What God promised long ago through his prophets he has fulfilled in his 

Son, Jesus Christ. Christ came in human flesh: Immanuel, God with us. By 

his perfect life, he fulfilled God’s law. By his innocent death, he paid sin’s 

penalty. By rising from the grave, he opened heaven’s door. Christ now 

comes to you through his words of light and life:  

 I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son  and of 

the Holy Spirit. 

 Amen. 
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 We light two Advent candles remembering Jesus, who came in history. He 

came into a world of sin and death. 

 We remember Jesus, who came as the promised Messiah. John the Baptist 

prepared the way of the Lord. 

 We hear his call to repent. 

 We light two Advent candles as a sign of our repentance and desire for 

renewal. 

 Come, Lord Jesus, be our guest. 

 Through your Word and Spirit may our souls be blessed. 

 The Lord be with you. 

 And also with you. 
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 Stir up our hearts, O Lord, to prepare the way for your only Son. By his 

coming give us strength in our conflicts and shed light on our path through 

the darkness of this world; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who 

lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

 Amen. 

 But do not forget this one thing, dear friends: With the Lord a day is like a 

thousand years, and a thousand years are like a day. 9 The Lord is not slow 

in keeping his promise, as some understand slowness. Instead he is patient 

with you, not wanting anyone to perish, but everyone to come to 

repentance. 

 10 But the day of the Lord will come like a thief. The heavens will disappear 

with a roar; the elements will be destroyed by fire, and the earth and 

everything done in it will be laid bare. 

 11 Since everything will be destroyed in this way, what kind of people 

ought you to be? You ought to live holy and godly lives 12 as you look 

forward to the day of God and speed its coming. That day will bring about 

the destruction of the heavens by fire, and the elements will melt in the 

heat. 13 But in keeping with his promise we are looking forward to a new 

heaven and a new earth, where righteousness dwells. 

 14 So then, dear friends, since you are looking forward to this, make every 

effort to be found spotless, blameless and at peace with him. 

 The Word of the Lord. 

 Thanks be to God! 
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 You showed favor to your land, O Lord; 

 you restored the fortunes of Jacob. 

 You forgave the iniquity of your people 

 and covered all their sins. 

 Show us your unfailing love, O Lord, 

 and grant us your salvation. 

 I will listen to what God the Lord will say; 

 he promises peace to his people, his saints. 

 Surely his salvation is near those who fear him, 

 that his glory may dwell in our land. 

 Love and faithfulness meet together; 

 righteousness and peace kiss each other. 

 Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit, 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

 

 The beginning of the good news about Jesus the Messiah, the Son of God,  
2 as it is written in Isaiah the prophet: 

 “I will send my messenger ahead of you, 

    who will prepare your way”— 
3 “a voice of one calling in the wilderness, 

‘Prepare the way for the Lord, 

    make straight paths for him.’” 
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 4 And so John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness, preaching a baptism 

of repentance for the forgiveness of sins. 5 The whole Judean countryside 

and all the people of Jerusalem went out to him. Confessing their sins, they 

were baptized by him in the Jordan River. 6 John wore clothing made of 

camel’s hair, with a leather belt around his waist, and he ate locusts and 

wild honey. 7 And this was his message: “After me comes the one more 

powerful than I, the straps of whose sandals I am not worthy to stoop 

down and untie. 8 I baptize you with water, but he will baptize you with 

the Holy Spirit.” 

 The Gospel of the Lord. 

 Praise be to you, O Christ! 
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 I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 

 I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 

 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

 born of the virgin Mary, 

 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

 was crucified, died, and was buried. 

 He descended into hell. 

 The third day he rose again from the dead. 

 He ascended into heaven 

 and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty.  

 From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

 the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, 

 the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, 

 and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 O Lord, the silence was once broken by the voice of the prophet preparing 

your way. Give to your people the courage to speak Christ to the nations 

and to teach those still in darkness and death about his gift of light and life.  

Lord, in your mercy,  

 hear our prayer. 

 O Lord, the crowds who heard the preaching of St. John came in 

repentance and faith. Lead us to heed the call to repentance in our day, that 

we may rejoice in the forgiveness of our sins and seek to live as the holy 

people you have made us to be in our Baptism. Lord, in your mercy,  

 hear our prayer. 
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 O Lord, you give peace to your people through the gift of absolution. Bring 

your people to know and enjoy the blessed gift of your forgiveness, that 

reconciled to you they may learn to be instruments of reconciliation and 

peace on earth. Deliver your Church from conflict and division, and lead 

us to live in harmony with one another. Lord, in your mercy,  

 hear our prayer. 

 O Lord, we were once aliens and strangers to your grace and purpose. As 

once your Son gave welcome to many, teach us to give welcome to all 

people in his name. Open our hearts to be people of love, and open our 

mouths to speak with bold witness your saving words and works. Lord, in 

your mercy,  

 hear our prayer. 

 O Lord, grant to us all things needful and keep from us all things harmful 

to us and to our salvation, that we may pray with confidence and be 

content with your good answer; through Jesus Christ, our Lord.  

 Amen. 



 

12 

 Blessed Lord, you have given us your Holy Scriptures for our learning. 

May we so hear them, read, learn, and take them to heart, that being 

strengthened and comforted by your holy Word, we may cling to the 

blessed hope of everlasting life, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives 

and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 Amen. 

 Our Father, who art in heaven,  

 hallowed be thy name,  

 thy kingdom come,  

 thy will be done  

 on earth as it is in heaven.  

 Give us this day our daily bread;  

 and forgive us our trespasses,  

 as we forgive those who trespass against us;  

 and lead us not into temptation,  

 but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom  

 and the power and the glory  

 forever and ever. Amen. 

 The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and  give you peace.  

 Amen. 
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Martin Luther College, our synod’s college of ministry, has prepared a 

devotional booklet for the season of Advent called “The Jesse Tree.” Each day in 

December has a separate devotion along with a tree ornament to go along with it. 

Devotional booklets are available in the entryway. Additional resources, 

including printable ornament sheets, are available at https://mlc-wels.edu/

publications/seasonal-devotions/. 

The time has come for members of Good News to communicate how God has 

blessed them to joyfully be able to contribute to our building project. A 

commitment card can be put in the offering box or filled out online (see the 

Monday email). We are asking that commitments be turned in by the end of 

December.  

  

On Saturday, December 12, we will be visiting families on our prospect list to 

deliver Christmas cookies and pass out Christmas invitations. We’ll meet at 

Good News at 9:30 a.m., and visit prospects from approximately 10:00-11:00a. A 

sign up sheet is in the entryway.  

In order to ensure we have adequate room at our Christmas services, we are 

asking members to communicate their Christmas worship plans. See the Monday 

email for an electronic form for doing so. 
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It's nice if Christmas includes good food, good music, good presents, and good 

company. But Christmas isn't Christmas without good news. Join us as we 

celebrate Christmas with good news:  

A Savior has been born to you; he is Christ the Lord.  

 

• Sunday, December 13: Children’s Christmas Service 

• Thursday, December 24: Christmas Eve Service, 5:00 p.m. @ Martinson Hall 

Online at 3:30, 5:00, and 6:30 p.m. 

• Friday, December 25: Christmas Day Festival Service, 9:00 a.m.  

 



Good News Lutheran Church was established in 2013 as a mission effort of 

Resurrection Lutheran Church in Verona. Our mission is to pierce our world’s 

deafening noise with the distinct voice of the good news. 

1217 Springdale Street 

Mount Horeb, WI 53572 

(608) 437-4646 

GoodNewsLC.org 

Sunday Worship: 8:00 and 10:00 a.m. 

Sunday Online Broadcast: 8:00 and 10:00 a.m. 

Bible Classes and Sunday School: Sundays at 9:15 a.m. 

Pastor Jonathan Bauer 

Pastor@GoodNewsLC.org 

(608) 772-7500 

Good News Lutheran Church proclaims the truth about Jesus throughout the 

world as a member of the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod (WELS). We 

are united in faith and teaching with the other churches of the Wisconsin Synod 

as well as the churches of the Evangelical Lutheran Synod (ELS). 


