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Welcome and thank you for joining us for worship today! We are honored that 

you are with us. We pray that the word of God you hear will strengthen your 

faith and increase your love for the Lord! If you are a guest today, know that we 

are thankful you have joined us and hope that you will join us again soon. 

The gospel (or good news) is not just information about what Jesus did to save 

sinners. It is also the power God uses to work faith in our hearts and transform 

our lives. Therefore, Lutheran worship places the gospel in central focus in an 

order of service called the liturgy. In the message and meal (Holy Communion), 

in specially selected Scripture readings, and in carefully crafted songs, prayers, 

and creeds, the liturgy proclaims the good news about Jesus from start to finish. 

Lutheran worship is also designed to include the participation of the entire 

assembly (including children). For your ease and convenience, the order of 

service is printed out in the following pages. If a song is not found in this service 

folder, it can be found in the red hymnal located on the chair in front of you. 

Parts marked  are spoken or sung by the minister, and parts marked  and 

printed in bold are spoken or sung by the congregation. 

• If you are in need of restrooms, there are two in the back of the sanctuary, 

one on either side of the kitchen. 

• If your child needs a moment to be quieted, a children’s room is available on 

the far right side of the sanctuary. 

• Hand sanitizer and disposable masks are available in the entryway. 

• Guidelines for seating are posted in the entryway and on the projection 

screen. 
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August 23:  Inclusiveness 

August 30:  Exclusiveness 

September 6:  Suffering 

September 13:  Accountability 

September 20:  Politics 

September 27:  Allies and Enemies 

It’s easy to get distracted by things that don’t matter. It’s easy to lose focus on the 

things that do. Thankfully, Jesus helps us take a step back, tune out the noise, 

and make sure we are on the same frequency as God. This week we see Jesus 

help us get “dialed in” on politics. When Jesus talks about politics, he doesn’t 

steer us left or right. He doesn’t ask us to adopt one party’s platform or 

another’s. Instead, he wants to make sure we are giving both God and 

government their proper due. Government is good. It deserves our honor, 

respect, and obedience. But government is not God. There are gifts and blessings 

that only he can provide and therefore ought to be sought only from him. 

O Lord, our God, govern the nations on earth and direct the affairs of this world 

so that your Church may worship you in peace and joy; through your Son, Jesus 

Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and forever. Amen. 

Service Canticles. Music copyright © 2002 Kermit Moldenhauer.. 

Before You I Kneel. Copyright © 2012 Getty Music and Seek 1st Publishing and 

Townend Music. 

I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light. Words and Music by Karen Thomerson. 

Copyright ©1975 Celebration. 

Scripture selections (unless otherwise noted): New International Version Holy 

Bible. Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984, 2011 by Biblica, Inc. 

Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-722758 and CCLI #11178086. 
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 In the name of the Father, and of the Son  and of the Holy Spirit. 

 Amen. 

 If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in 

us. 

  If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just and will forgive us our 

sins and purify us from all unrighteousness. 

 Let us confess our sins to the Lord. 

 Holy God, gracious Father, 

 I am sinful by nature 

  and have sinned against you in my thoughts, words, and actions. 

 I have not loved you with my whole heart; 

  I have not loved others as I should. 

 I deserve your punishment both now and forever. 

But Jesus, my Savior, paid for my sins 

 with his holy life and innocent death. 

Trusting in him, I pray: 

 God, have mercy on me, a sinner.  

 Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us. He sent his only 

Son, Jesus Christ, who gave his life as the atoning sacrifice for the sins of 

the whole world. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his 

authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the  

Son  and of the Holy Spirit. 

 Amen. 
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 The Lord be with you. 

 And also with you. 

 O Lord, our God, govern the nations on earth and direct the affairs of this 

world so that your Church may worship you in peace and joy; through 

your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

 Amen. 

 Then the king ordered Ashpenaz, chief of his court officials, to bring into 

the king’s service some of the Israelites from the royal family and the 

nobility— 4 young men without any physical defect, handsome, showing 

aptitude for every kind of learning, well informed, quick to understand, 

and qualified to serve in the king’s palace. He was to teach them the 

language and literature of the Babylonians. 5 The king assigned them a 

daily amount of food and wine from the king’s table. They were to be 

trained for three years, and after that they were to enter the king’s service. 

 6 Among those who were chosen were some from Judah: Daniel, Hananiah, 

Mishael and Azariah. 7 The chief official gave them new names: to Daniel, 

the name Belteshazzar; to Hananiah, Shadrach; to Mishael, Meshach; and 

to Azariah, Abednego. 

 8 But Daniel resolved not to defile himself with the royal food and wine, 

and he asked the chief official for permission not to defile himself this 

way. 9 Now God had caused the official to show favor and compassion to 

Daniel, 10 but the official told Daniel, “I am afraid of my lord the king, who 

has assigned your food and drink. Why should he see you looking worse 

than the other young men your age? The king would then have my head 

because of you.” 
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 11 Daniel then said to the guard whom the chief official had appointed over 

Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael and Azariah, 12 “Please test your servants for ten 

days: Give us nothing but vegetables to eat and water to drink. 13 Then 

compare our appearance with that of the young men who eat the royal 

food, and treat your servants in accordance with what you see.” 14 So he 

agreed to this and tested them for ten days. 

 15 At the end of the ten days they looked healthier and better nourished 

than any of the young men who ate the royal food. 16 So the guard took 

away their choice food and the wine they were to drink and gave them 

vegetables instead. 

 17 To these four young men God gave knowledge and understanding of all 

kinds of literature and learning. And Daniel could understand visions and 

dreams of all kinds. 

 18 At the end of the time set by the king to bring them into his service, the 

chief official presented them to Nebuchadnezzar. 19 The king talked with 

them, and he found none equal to Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael and Azariah; 

so they entered the king’s service. 20 In every matter of wisdom and 

understanding about which the king questioned them, he found them ten 

times better than all the magicians and enchanters in his whole kingdom. 

 21 And Daniel remained there until the first year of King Cyrus. 

 The Word of the Lord. 

 Thanks be to God! 

 Sing to the Lord, praise his name; 

 proclaim his salvation day after day. 

 Declare his glory among the nations, 

 his marvelous deeds among all peoples. 

 Worship the Lord in the splendor of his holiness; 

 tremble before him, all the earth. 

 Let the heavens rejoice, let the earth be glad; 

 let the sea resound, and all that is in it; 
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 let the fields be jubilant, and everything in them. 

 Then all the trees of the forest will sing for joy; 

 for he comes to judge the world in righteousness 

 and the peoples in his truth. 

 Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit, 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

 Then the Pharisees went out and laid plans to trap him in his words. 
16 They sent their disciples to him along with the Herodians. “Teacher,” 

they said, “we know that you are a man of integrity and that you teach the 

way of God in accordance with the truth. You aren’t swayed by others, 

because you pay no attention to who they are. 17 Tell us then, what is your 

opinion? Is it right to pay the imperial tax to Caesar or not?” 

 18 But Jesus, knowing their evil intent, said, “You hypocrites, why are you 

trying to trap me? 19 Show me the coin used for paying the tax.” They 

brought him a denarius, 20 and he asked them, “Whose image is this? And 

whose inscription?” 

 21 “Caesar’s,” they replied. 

 Then he said to them, “So give back to Caesar what is Caesar’s, and to God 

what is God’s.” 

 22 When they heard this, they were amazed. So they left him and went 

away. 

 The Gospel of the Lord. 

 Praise be to you, O Christ! 
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 I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 

 I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 

 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

 born of the virgin Mary, 

 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

 was crucified, died, and was buried. 

 He descended into hell. 

 The third day he rose again from the dead. 

 He ascended into heaven 

 and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty.  

 From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

 the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, 

 the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, 

 and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 Almighty God, protect and guide your holy Christian Church here on earth 

that she may daily live by your mercy and grace. Defend her from the 

assaults of the evil one, silence those who teach falsehood, and bless her 

faithful proclamation of the gospel, that all may come to the knowledge of 

the truth. Lord, in your mercy,  

 hear our prayer. 

 Gracious Lord, grant us strength to come before you daily on behalf of the 

needs of others. Give us diligence in prayer, confident that you will hear 

our intercessions and thanksgivings for the sake of your beloved Son. Lord, 

in your mercy,  

 hear our prayer. 
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 Ruler of the nations, grant peace to our troubled world. Thwart the 

schemes of those who promote lawlessness and violence, and sustain the 

countless number who suffer at the hands of the wicked. Grant us good 

and faithful rulers who seek the common good, so that we may live in 

quietness and peace. Lord, in your mercy,  

 hear our prayer. 

 Lord of all, watch over and bless those in our communities who give of 

their time to improve the lot of others. Give us compassionate hearts to 

assist those who are less fortunate, that all those in need may know the 

support of their communities. Lord, in your mercy, 

 hear our prayer. 

 Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in 

your mercy, through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

 Amen. 

 Almighty God, grant to your Church the Holy Spirit and the wisdom that 

comes from above. Let nothing hinder your Word from being freely 

proclaimed to the joy and benefit of Christ’s holy people, so that we may 

serve you in steadfast faith and confess your name as long as we live, 

through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 Amen. 
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 Our Father, who art in heaven,  

 hallowed be thy name,  

 thy kingdom come,  

 thy will be done  

 on earth as it is in heaven.  

 Give us this day our daily bread;  

 and forgive us our trespasses,  

 as we forgive those who trespass against us;  

 and lead us not into temptation,  

 but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom  

 and the power and the glory  

 forever and ever. Amen. 

 The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and  give you peace.  

 Amen. 
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Let God’s Truth transform your journey toward financial freedom. Seek wisdom 

about the root causes of financial issues. Rather than attacking the symptoms 

alone, the Money Life Personal Finance Study applies biblical teaching to the 

heart of the problem, providing real healing and hope. This personal finances 

class will be offered this fall. It will be held on Wednesday evenings. Dan Biank 

will be leading the class. All are welcome. There is a sign up sheet near the 

entryway. 

Martin Luther once expressed the desire that every home would be a true church 

and every dinner table an altar. He was talking about the importance of God’s 

people being in God’s Word and prayer not just on Sundays but in their homes 

as well. With fewer opportunities to gather in person, we want to emphasize 

time at home with God this fall. A workshop is planned for Saturday, September 

26, from 9:00-10:30 a.m. Following that workshop, participants will receive home 

devotion resources and ways to connect with and encourage people who are 

following the same plan. A sign up sheet for the workshop is on the table in the 

entryway. 

Do the age-old truths of the Christian faith still hold up under the scrutiny of the 

modern mind? Whether you have questions of your own or want to be able to 

talk to someone who does, this class is for you! This class is also intended to give 

a basic overview of the Bible's teachings for anyone interested in membership at 

Good News. A new session of Questioning Christianity will be starting on 

Tuesday, September 15. The class meets from 6:30-7:30 p.m. and will also be 

offered via Zoom. To save your spot, visit www.goodnewslc.org/questioning-

christianity or see the sign up sheet in the entryway. 
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An update about our land purchase will be shared following each of our services 

today. The update will focus on the final details of the grant and loan we are 

receiving from the WELS Church Extension Fund (CEF). Committing to this loan 

is a big step forward for our congregation but also a significant responsibility as 

it commits us to a mortgage payment for the first time. If you have any questions 

about the building committee’s work, please contact Josh McLuckie.  



Good News Lutheran Church was established in 2013 as a mission effort of 

Resurrection Lutheran Church in Verona. Our mission is to pierce our world’s 

deafening noise with the distinct voice of the good news. 

1217 Springdale Street 

Mount Horeb, WI 53572 

(608) 437-4646 

GoodNewsLC.org 

Sunday Worship: 8:00 and 10:00 a.m. 

Sunday Online Broadcast: 10:00 a.m. 

Bible Classes and Sunday School: Sundays at 9:15 a.m. 

Pastor Jonathan Bauer 

Pastor@GoodNewsLC.org 

(608) 772-7500 

Good News Lutheran Church proclaims the truth about Jesus throughout the 

world as a member of the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod (WELS). We 

are united in faith and teaching with the other churches of the Wisconsin Synod 

as well as the churches of the Evangelical Lutheran Synod (ELS). 


