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Welcome and thank you for joining us for worship today! We are honored that
you are with us. We pray that the word of God you hear will strengthen your
faith and increase your love for the Lord! If you are a guest today, know that we
are thankful you have joined us and hope that you will join us again soon.

The gospel (or good news) is not just information about what Jesus did to save
sinners. It is also the power God uses to work faith in our hearts and transform
our lives. Therefore, Lutheran worship places the gospel in central focus in an
order of service called the liturgy. In the message and meal (Holy Communion),
in specially selected Scripture readings, and in carefully crafted songs, prayers,
and creeds, the liturgy proclaims the good news about Jesus from start to finish.
Lutheran worship is also designed to include the participation of the entire
assembly (including children). For your ease and convenience, the order of
service is printed out in the following pages. If a song is not found in this service
folder, it can be found in the red hymnal located on the chair in front of you.
Parts marked
are spoken or sung by the minister, and parts marked
and
printed in bold are spoken or sung by the congregation.
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•
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If you are in need of restrooms, there are two in the back of the sanctuary,
one on either side of the kitchen.
If your child needs a moment to be quieted, a children’s room is available on
the far right side of the sanctuary.
Hand sanitizer and disposable masks are available in the entryway.
Guidelines for seating are posted in the entryway and on the projection
screen.

August 23:
August 30:
September 6:
September 13:
September 20:
September 27:

Inclusiveness
Exclusiveness
Suffering
Accountability
Politics
Allies and Enemies

It’s easy to get distracted by things that don’t matter. It’s easy to lose focus on the
things that do. Thankfully, Jesus helps us take a step back, tune out the noise,
and make sure we are on the same frequency as God. This week we see Jesus
help us get “dialed in” on accountability. Many people don’t get too excited
about the idea of accountability today—especially within the church. Christians
are often viewed as judgmental on the one hand and hypocritical on the other.
While it certainly is possible for Christians to be both, the frequency Jesus wants
us to be on ensures that we are neither. He gives us a system and steps for loving
accountability. The goal of this accountability is to keep every member of the
family close to Christ.

O Lord Jesus Christ, preserve the congregation of believers with your neverfailing mercy. Help us avoid whatever is wicked and harmful, and guide us in
the way that leads to our salvation; for you live and reign with the Father and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

Service Canticles. Music copyright © 2002 Kermit Moldenhauer..
His Mercy Is More. Words and Music by Matt Boswell and Matt Papa.
Copyright © 2016 Messenger Hymns.
Scripture selections (unless otherwise noted): New International Version Holy
Bible. Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984, 2011 by Biblica, Inc.
Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-722758 and CCLI #11178086.
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In the name of the Father, and of the Son  and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in
us.
If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just and will forgive us our
sins and purify us from all unrighteousness.
Let us confess our sins to the Lord.
Holy God, gracious Father,
I am sinful by nature
and have sinned against you in my thoughts, words, and actions.
I have not loved you with my whole heart;
I have not loved others as I should.
I deserve your punishment both now and forever.
But Jesus, my Savior, paid for my sins
with his holy life and innocent death.
Trusting in him, I pray:
God, have mercy on me, a sinner.

Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us. He sent his only
Son, Jesus Christ, who gave his life as the atoning sacrifice for the sins of
the whole world. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his
authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the
Son  and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
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The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

O Lord Jesus Christ, preserve the congregation of believers with your
never-failing mercy. Help us avoid whatever is wicked and harmful, and
guide us in the way that leads to our salvation; for you live and reign with
the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

“Son of man, I have made you a watchman for the people of Israel; so hear
the word I speak and give them warning from me. 8 When I say to the
wicked, ‘You wicked person, you will surely die,’ and you do not speak
out to dissuade them from their ways, that wicked person will die for their
sin, and I will hold you accountable for their blood. 9 But if you do warn the
wicked person to turn from their ways and they do not do so, they will die
for their sin, though you yourself will be saved.
“Son of man, say to the Israelites, ‘This is what you are saying: “Our
offenses and sins weigh us down, and we are wasting away because of
them. How then can we live?”’ 11 Say to them, ‘As surely as I live, declares
the Sovereign Lord, I take no pleasure in the death of the wicked, but
rather that they turn from their ways and live. Turn! Turn from your evil
ways! Why will you die, people of Israel?’”
10

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God!
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Blessed is he whose transgressions are forgiven,
whose sins are covered.
When I kept silent, your hand was heavy upon me;
my strength was sapped as in the heat of summer.
Then I acknowledged my sin to you

and did not cover up my iniquity.
I said, “I will confess my transgressions to the Lord,”
and you forgave the guilt of my sin.
You are my hiding place;
you will protect me from trouble.
Many are the woes of the wicked,

but the Lord’s unfailing love surrounds those who trust in him.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit,
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.

“If your brother or sister sins, go and point out their fault, just between the
two of you. If they listen to you, you have won them over. 16 But if they will
not listen, take one or two others along, so that ‘every matter may be
established by the testimony of two or three witnesses.’ 17 If they still refuse
to listen, tell it to the church; and if they refuse to listen even to the church,
treat them as you would a pagan or a tax collector.
“Truly I tell you, whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven,
and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.
18
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“Again, truly I tell you that if two of you on earth agree about anything
they ask for, it will be done for them by my Father in heaven. 20 For where
two or three gather in my name, there am I with them.”
19

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise be to you, O Christ!
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Loving accountability among Christians replaces judgment.

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is,
seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary,
and became fully human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures.
He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life of the world to come. Amen.
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Eternal Lord, you speak to us in words of love and light and power. Fill us
with peace today as we ponder the good news that you forgive our sins in
Christ. Guide our lives today as we see clearly the path you have laid out
for us. Work in us today through your Spirit that our thoughts, words, and
actions glorify you and serve our neighbor.
Fill us with the Word we have heard today and move us to believe and
live it.

Give us passion to share the story of your love with our family and friends.
Overcome unbelief and open the hearts of people everywhere to believe
the good news that Jesus has forgiven their sins and opened the gates of
heaven.
Fill us with joy over every sinner who repents and comes to trust in your
grace.
Extend your healing power to those who are sick and suffering in body or
mind. (Pour out your special blessing on…) Fill eager minds with wisdom to
discover new ways to treat disease and illness. Give patience and
compassion to those who care for the sick and dying.
Lift the eyes of the dying to your love in Christ.
Eternal Lord, you guide the world with your mighty power and love all
people because your Son lived and died and rose again. Hear our prayers
and answer them in your wisdom and grace.
In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.

10

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God.
It is good and right so to do.

Blessed are you, Lord God, eternal King and gracious Father. In love you
made us the crown of your creation. In mercy you planned our salvation.
In grace you sent your Son to redeem us from sin.
We remember and give you thanks that your eternal Son, Jesus Christ,
became flesh and made his dwelling among us, that he willingly placed
himself under law to redeem those under law, that he humbled himself by
becoming obedient to death on a cross, that he has destroyed death and
has brought life and immortality to light through the gospel.
Bless us as we receive your Son’s body and blood in this Sacrament.
Forgive our sins, increase our faith, strengthen our fellowship, and deepen
our longing for the day when Christ will welcome us to his eternal feast.
Praise and thanks and honor and glory be to you, O God our Father, and to
your Son and to the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.
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Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when
he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take
and eat; this is my  body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance
of me.”
Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink
from it, all of you; this is my  blood of the new covenant, which is poured
out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in
remembrance of me.”
The peace of the Lord be with you always.
Amen.
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Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good.
His mercy endures forever.
Whenever we eat this bread and drink this cup,

we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.
We give thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us with this saving
gift. We pray that through it you will strengthen our faith in you and
increase our love for one another. We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ,
our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever.
Amen.

The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and  give you peace.
Amen.
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Let God’s Truth transform your journey toward financial freedom. Seek wisdom
about the root causes of financial issues. Rather than attacking the symptoms
alone, the Money Life Personal Finance Study applies biblical teaching to the
heart of the problem, providing real healing and hope. This personal finances
class will be offered this fall. It will be held on Wednesday evenings. Dan Biank
will be leading the class. All are welcome. There is a sign up sheet near the
entryway.

Martin Luther once expressed the desire that every home would be a true church
and every dinner table an altar. He was talking about the importance of God’s
people being in God’s Word and prayer not just on Sundays but in their homes
as well. With fewer opportunities to gather in person, we want to emphasize
time at home with God this fall. A workshop is planned for Saturday, September
26, from 9:00-10:30 a.m. Following that workshop, participants will receive home
devotion resources and ways to connect with and encourage people who are
following the same plan. A sign up sheet for the workshop is on the table in the
entryway.

Do the age-old truths of the Christian faith still hold up under the scrutiny of the
modern mind? Whether you have questions of your own or want to be able to
talk to someone who does, this class is for you! This class is also intended to give
a basic overview of the Bible's teachings for anyone interested in membership at
Good News. A new session of Questioning Christianity will be starting on
Tuesday, September 15. The class meets from 6:30-7:30 p.m. and will also be
offered via Zoom. To save your spot, visit www.goodnewslc.org/questioningchristianity or see the sign up sheet in the entryway.
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On Sunday, August 30, Paul Barribeau from Groth Design Group shared the
results of our preliminary site planning and building design efforts. A copy of
the design handout can be found on the table near the entryway. We continue to
make progress toward officially owning the land and being able to proceed with
site development. We are waiting on some approvals from various state and
local agencies. We hope to have a closing date on the land set in the near future.
If you have any questions about the building committee’s work, please contact
Josh McLuckie.
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Good News Lutheran Church was established in 2013 as a mission effort of
Resurrection Lutheran Church in Verona. Our mission is to pierce our world’s
deafening noise with the distinct voice of the good news.

1217 Springdale Street
Mount Horeb, WI 53572
(608) 437-4646
GoodNewsLC.org

Sunday Worship: 8:00 and 10:00 a.m.
Sunday Online Broadcast: 10:00 a.m.
Bible Classes and Sunday School: Sundays at 9:15 a.m.

Pastor Jonathan Bauer
Pastor@GoodNewsLC.org
(608) 772-7500

Good News Lutheran Church proclaims the truth about Jesus throughout the
world as a member of the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod (WELS). We
are united in faith and teaching with the other churches of the Wisconsin Synod
as well as the churches of the Evangelical Lutheran Synod (ELS).

