
CHURCH + SOCIETY MINUTES 

September 17, 2019 

 

 

Present: Joyce Snapp, Ann Gerteis, Katie Zapotoczny, Jan Thurling, Carolyn Hohne, Donna 

Mullins 

 

Joy International Update – Jan Thurling 

• Barefoot Mile on June 22, 2019 raised $21,657 

• The team will begin meeting again in January – June, one time per month 

• Jan wants to take the event to another level and would like to see co-chairs. Jan sees herself 

as a worker and a contact maker, developing outreach. 

• She would like it if all of the team from this year could return, if they don’t move away from 

the area. 

• Three teams have already expressed an interest in returning to the Joy group and perhaps 

will be sponsors again. 

• Jan would like to see an increase in youth and volunteers and will increase the size of the 

silent auction next year. 

• The date may June27, 2020, the last Saturday in June. 

• They would like to find a new location where they can have sound. 

• Jeff Brodsky is bicycling across the country barefoot beginning April 1. He will bike from 

California to Florida. 

 

Movie Night – November 15 will probably work for Katie. We will try it one more time to see if 

we get better participation. If not, we will discontinue having a movie night. We will try to reach 

out to new family members of EUMC. Coloring pages helped occupy the kids last time. Lion King 

and Toy Story 2 were suggested movies. 

 

Movie Night for Adults re Social Justice Issues – It was discussed that we could have a movie each 

quarter followed by dessert and discussion time. Three films were suggested – 13th, Hotel 

Ruwanda and Same Kind of Different as Me. St Andrew used to do this and called it ‘Just Desserts’. 

Joyce will contact them to see if they still do it and whether we might be able to use the name. It 

was suggested that we begin at 7 on Friday night so that people have time to go home first to 

see their families. January, March and May were discussed. If we did it quarterly, we would 

perhaps adjust the dates and add one more Friday. Carolyn is checking on dates and with Bill 

about the movie selection. 

 

Bethesda – A national Christian non-profit organization that provides support services for adults 

with intellectual and developmental disabilities at program locations across the United States. 

Donna has met with Susan Hart and Chas Wietrick, from Bethesda, who are interested in coming 



to speak to us during our Library Class/adult education time. There was concern that they would 

not be interested in coming to talk with us for only 45 minutes. We prefer that their program be 

educational since we feel it would be good exposure to our church members to learn more about 

the IDD population. Donna will talk with them about coming in early 2020. 

 

Ann Gerteis mentioned that an organization called Pathways, dealing with the same population, 

meets at the Presbyterian church. We will research this further. 

 

Mountain Area Backpacks Update—Jeanne had nothing to report at this time. 

 

Evergreen Shelter Program Update – Jeanne said there will be a kick-off pizza party on November 

3 at 6:30 at Evergreen Lutheran. Training sessions will follow. Jeanne is very impressed with the 

organizers of this program and will keep us updated.  

 

Four-Part Sermon Series on Homosexuality at St Lukes UMC in Highlands Ranch—Most of us had 

watched on You Tube the first two sermons and were very impressed with them. Discussion 

followed. 

 

Other Opportunities 

 

• Joyce is interesting in doing a class on homosexuality. We discussed that perhaps it could be 

a brown bag discussion after church and that we could invited the youth group to attend also, 

since they meet at this time. 

• Jan has been assigned the task of inviting some of the organizations we support at our 

Alternative Giving Fair (incorrect title) to present at the Library Class. She is interested in 

inviting Urban Peak and Mean Street Ministry. 

 

 

Minutes submitted by Donna Mullins  


