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I Gave Up Looking for Certainty – And Found Truth 

 

{This week I am sharing from the writings of Tim Hansel—Pastor Deb} 

 

 “I’ve noticed in the past few years that I tend to avoid books with the word victorious 

in the title.  Somehow they don’t seem to speak to where I am.  My journey just isn’t 

described in such simple terms.  I’ve struggled with the fact that I am unambiguously 

Christian and at the same time, unmistakable human.  In fact, my journey has become 

more human, not less, since I encountered this one called Christ.  .  .  . 

 

A journal entry of mine a couple of years ago, written in the midst of the most trying 

period I’ve ever experienced, says simply ‘I gave up looking for certainty – and found 

truth.’  I realized that when I quit waiting for certainty to come, I was free to discover, 

or rediscover, the essence of what I was really looking for.  . . . 

 

When we give up our excessive need for security and ‘clean victories,’ for everything to 

be right, then the peace that passes all understanding has room to invade our lives 

again.  .  .  . 

 

I [gained] the confidence to let go in some new ways – to realize again that we trust a 

Person, not a set of answers.  And this Person is often, if not always, different from who 

we think he is.  Robert M. Brown begins a chapter in one of his books with these words:  

‘BE IT HEREBY INACTED that every three years all people shall forget whatever they have 

learned about Jesus, and begin the study all over again.’ 

 

While one great tragedy of the world is that many people are unfamiliar with Jesus, it 

is equally tragic that some of us are too familiar with him, in the sense, that ‘we think 

we know, we think we really understand’ the full significance of his life within us and 

among us.”   

 


