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A Sack of Raw Peanuts 
 
Henry Ford gave away millions of dollars in his lifetime. But he always avoided gifts to 
schools because he felt that money given to schools was frequently mishandled by well-
meaning, but non-businesslike people. 
 
Although she was aware of Ford’s refusal to give to schools, Miss Martha Berry of the 
Martha Berry School in Georgia nevertheless went to the automaker and asked for an 
endowment. As expected, Ford refused. Undaunted, Miss Berry asked, “Well, then, will 
you give us a sack of raw peanuts?” It’s unknown what Ford thought of her unusual 
request, but he granted it and went about his business. 
 
Miss Berry returned to her school where she and her students – mountain kids, all of 
them – planted and replanted the peanuts Ford had given her. When she sold the crop, 
she ended up with $600 – which she took to Ford. “See how practical we are in the use 
of money at Martha Berry School!” 
 
Ford, duly impressed with such an outstanding example of stewardship, gave Miss Berry 
the $600 back – plus an additional $2 million, with which she built the lovely buildings 
that became Berry College in Mt. Berry, Georgia. 
 
If it seems like just another interesting story, think about this: Do you know what these 
familiar names have in common? Quaker Oats, Coalgate, Holiday Inn, Kraft Cheese, 
Welch’s Grape Juice, J.C. Penny? Giving. More precisely, tithing. One person who 
determined to make God their partner in business. One person who gave to God what 
was truly God’s to begin with. 
 
Scripture doesn’t tell us exactly how God will bless us by our giving. Only that God will. 
Thanks for using this opportunity of our stewardship season to partner with God. When 
we take care of the church and the ministries of the church, God says each of us will be 
blessed many, many times in return. 
 
In Christ’s Grace,  

 Pastor Deb Olenyik 


