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Will Our Children Be Generous? 

Today, tomorrow and every day, children will be exposed to over five thousand messages 

geared to get them to spend their money on themselves.  These messages try to convince 

children they are worth what they possess.  Who will send them the messages about the 

benefits of being generous people who share and save their money as well as spend it?  Who will 

teach them that they are valued by God just the way they are regardless of what they own or 

what they wear? 

 

There are no guarantees that generous parents or grandparents will raise generous 

children.  Even those who intentionally practice and teach faithful stewardship habits cannot be 

assured that their children or grandchildren will be equally motivated to be good stewards in 

their adult years.  However, there are things parents and grandparents can do to influence kids’  

and youth’s attitudes and actions as co-stewards of their everyday world and beyond.   

 

1. Model the behavior you want.  Let them see you giving donations to charitable causes 

and doing random acts of kindness for others.  Talk about why you support the 

organizations you do.  Talk about why you try to conserve natural resources and why 

you care about how the food and products you purchase were made. 

2. Teach and model the 10-10-80 concepts:  Share a tenth, save a tenth, spend the rest 

wisely.  Provide kids a method to set aside a tenth for charity; a tenth for savings; and 

a way to track how they spend the rest.  

3. Take your children shopping for people they will never meet—other children, new 

mothers, elderly people, people who have special needs.  Donate the items they 

select to church projects or other local organizations.   

4. Give your children a chance to read about nonprofit organizations on the internet.  

Then let them pick out a project they’d like to know more about and support.   

5. Teach children how to write or email thank you notes. 

6. Help kids learn the difference between a need and a want 

7. Encourage kids to be involved in the life of our congregation in whatever ways are 

available. 

8. Connect Bible stories you have conversations about to teachings about stewardship 

and generosity. 


