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An Email From Samantha 

 
 
Julie and Tim Jones received this email their daughter Samantha, a college freshman: 
 
Dear Mom and Dad, 
 
Just thought I’d drop you a note to let you know what’s going on.  I’ve fallen in love with 
a guy named Blaze.  He’s a really great guy, but he quit high school a few years ago to 
get married.  That didn’t work out, so he got a divorce last year.  We’ve been going out 
for several weeks, and we’re thinking about getting married in the spring.  Until then, 
I’ve decided to move into his apartment.  I think I might be pregnant.  Oh yeah, I dropped 
out of school last week so that I could get a job to help support Blaze.  I’m hoping I’ll be 
able to finish college after we get married. 
 
Mom and Dad, I just want you to know that everything I’ve written so far in this email is 
a lie.  None of it is true.  But I did get a C in French and a D in Calculus.  And it’s also true 
that I need some more money.  Could you please deposit three hundred dollars into my 
account? – Love, Samantha. 
 
Samantha got the money.  And she played it rather smart in this email.  She knew she 
could make bad news seem like good news if it were seen from a particular perspective.  
Most of us probably have a strong perspective on the results of this week’s election.  
Some are elated, and some are devastated.  So, it’s a time to be sure we refocus our 
perspective on our faith, our values and staying close to God.  We don’t want our 
perspective distorted by what we are getting from the world around us.  Our view of 
reality is always a matter of perspective, and the only perspective worth trusting is 
God’s.  Stay close to the Lord. 
 

“Those who pursue righteousness and love find life, prosperity and honor”  
– Proverbs 21:21 

 

In Christ’s Grace,  

 Pastor Deb Olenyik 


