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“My great concern Is not whether God is on our side. My great concern is to be on God’s side.” 

– Abraham Lincoln.” 

Abraham Lincoln spoke these words in the midst of the Lincoln-Douglas debates leading up to the 

U.S. Senatorial election in Illinois in 1858.  The main theme of the debates was slavery.  Lincoln 

lost that election, but went on to publish texts of the debates into a book which was widely read.  

As people began to read about his ideas, he gained more and more popular support which led to 

his election as President.  

Being the leader of so great a nation in such a time of terrible conflict pushed Lincoln into an even 

deeper relationship with God.  He wrote, “I have been driven many times upon my knees by the 

overwhelming conviction that I had nowhere else to go.  My own wisdom, and that of all about 

me, seemed insufficient for that day.” 

As we enter a week of honoring our county’s beginnings and history, I find the words of Lincoln’s 

“Presidential Proclamation for a National Day of Fasting, Humiliation and Prayer” for April 30, 

1863 worthy of note for our country now as well.  Here is a portion of that proclamation:   

“We have forgotten God.  We have forgotten the gracious hand which preserved us in peace and 

multiplied and enriched and strengthened us, and we have vainly imagined, in the deceitfulness 

of our hearts, that all these blessings were produced by some superior wisdom and virtue of our 

own .  .  . We have become too self-sufficient to feel the necessity of redeeming and preserving 

grace, too proud to pray to the God who made us.  It behooves us then, to humble ourselves, before 

the Almighty, to confess our national sins, and to pray for clemency and forgiveness.  

All this being done in sincerity and truth, let us then rest humbly in the hope authorized by the 

divine teachings, that the united cry of the nation will be heard on high, and answered with  . . . 

the restoration of our now divided and suffering country to a condition of unity and peace.” 

A few weeks later a chain of events was set in motion that would turn the tide of war in favor of 

the North.  A man of prayer, Lincoln set the example for the whole nation.  During his presidency, 

which lasted only four years and six weeks, Lincoln called for a total of three days of national 

humiliation and prayer, and six days of national thanksgiving, praise and prayer.   

 


