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Integrity 
The Lord God is a sun and shield; 

The Lord will give grace and glory; 
No good thing will He withhold 

From those who walk uprightly.  – Psalm 84:11 

 
It seems as if the whole town had shown up for the trial. A black man charged with 
raping a white woman, and white attorney Atticus Finch is charged with defending the 
accused, Tom Robinson. The fact that Finch delivers a rousing defense doesn’t win him 
any with favor in the small, depression-era Alabama town depicted in Harper Lee’s 
classic novel, To Kill a Mockingbird. 
 
“Scout” says Atticus to his young daughter after a particularly ugly ribbing she’s taken at 
school, “It’s not fair for you and Jem {Scout’s brother}, I know that, but sometimes we 
have to make the best of things, and the way we conduct ourselves, when the chips are 
down – well, all I can say is, when you and Jem are grown, maybe you’ll look back on this 
with some compassion and some feeling that I didn’t let you down. This case, Tom 
Robinson’s case, is something that goes to the essence of a man’s conscience – Scout, I 
couldn’t go to church and worship God if I didn’t try to help that man . . . Before I can live 
with other folks I’ve got to live with myself.” 
 
Atticus was a man of integrity during a time in the Deep South when it could cost your 
life to stand for your principles. It calls to mind Shadrach, Meshach and Abed-Nego from 
the Bible who were thrown into the fiery furnace because they would not bow down to 
a golden idol. However, they did not die. The king promoted them and gave status to 
worshipping their God. 
 
It doesn’t always work out well when we stand up for what we believe in. Atticus knew 
that he had to do what was right, even when his children were taunted at school and he 
was threatened by the accuser’s father. Shadrach and friends certainly didn’t know they 
would be rescued by God, but they were willing to go into the fire anyway. 
 
Are you willing to “step into the fire” to defend something you believe in regardless of 
the cost to you? Large issue or small, remember what Atticus Finch said: “The one thing 
that doesn’t abide by majority rule is a person’s conscience.”   
 

Blessings,  
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