
July 5, 2020 
 
 

“Before We Proceed to Business”  -- Benjamin Franklin,  1787 
 

It was hot and humid in Philadelphia in the summer of 1787.  At General Washington’s personal, 
urgent appeal, delegates from all thirteen colonies had come to Philadelphia to “form a more perfect 
union.”  Instead, they were discovering their differences – and tempers flared.  Just as they were about 
to adjourn in confusion, Benjamin Franklin stood to address General Washington and the assembly: 

 
“How has it happened, Sir, that we have not hitherto once thought of humble applying to the Father of 
lights to illuminate our understandings?  In the beginning of the contest with Great Britain, when we 
were sensible of danger we had daily prayer in this room for the Divine protection. 

 
Our prayers, Sir, were heard, and they were graciously answered.  All of us who were engaged in the 
struggle must have observed frequent instances of a Superintending Providence in our favor. . . . And 
have we now forgotten that powerful Friend?  Or do we imagine we no longer need His assistance? 

 
I have lived, Sir, a long time, and the longer I live, the more convincing proofs I see of this truth – that 
God governs the affairs of men.  And if a sparrow cannot fall to the ground without His notice, is it 
probable that an empire can rise without His aid?  We have been assured, Sir, in the Sacred Writings, 
that “except the Lord build the house they labor in vain that build it.”  I firmly believe this.  I also believe 
that without His concurring aid we shall succeed in this political building no better than the builders of 
Babel; we shall be divided by our little partial local interests; our projects will be confounded, and we 
ourselves shall become a reproach and a byword down to future ages.  And what is worse, mankind 
may hereafter from this unfortunate instance, despair of establishing governments by human wisdom 
and leave it to chance, war and conquest. 

 
I therefore beg leave to move that henceforth prayers imploring the assistance of Heaven and its 
blessing on our deliberations be held in this Assembly every morning before we proceed to business.”  

 
Franklin’s proposal wasn’t adopted right then in the proceedings of the Constitutional Convention.  
However, when the first Constitutional Congress convened in April of 1789, they implemented 
Franklin’s recommendation.  Two chaplains of different denominations were appointed, one to the 
House and one to the Senate.  This practice continues today with prayer offered at the beginning of 
each daily meeting when Congress is in session.  

 
The current US Senate Chaplain is Barry C. Black, a retired Navy Rear Admiral and former Chief of Navy 
Chaplains.  He is the first Seventh-day Adventist and the first African-American to hold the position.  
The current US House of Representatives Chaplain is Fr. Patrick J. Conroy, S.J., the first Jesuit priest to 
hold the position. 

 

Blessings,  

 Pastor Deb 


