
May 14, 2021 
 
 

 
 

The Greatest Wish 
 

“I will do what you have asked. I will give you a wise and discerning heart, so that there will 
never have been anyone like you, nor will there ever be”  -- 1 Kings 3:12 [The Lord talking to 

Solomon] 
 
This is to honor our graduates, and yet, this is for everyone as well.  The Lord had given Solomon 
the opportunity to have his greatest wish granted.  Solomon had just been crowned at age 19 to be 
king following his father David’s death.  Solomon knew he was young and inexperienced.  He knew 
there were many adversaries who sought to kill him, so he went out on a hill to pray and seek 
God’s guidance.   
 
Even though he has been elevated to king he doesn’t let it go to his head.  As Solomon comes 
before God with an open mind and heart, what does Solomon ask for?  Riches?  Land? Easy 
success?  None of these.  Solomon asks for wisdom, an understanding heart to judge the people, 
and to be able to discern between good and bad. Notice that Solomon doesn’t ask God to do the 
job for him.  It’s about asking God to give him the wisdom to know what to do and the courage to 
follow through on it.  It was up to Solomon to apply it to all areas of his life. 
 
Daughter Kelly, wrote a regular advice column for her high school paper under the pseudonym 
“The Dalai Llama” – with a wise looking llama as her ‘picture’.  Part of the Dalai Llama’s last column 
upon high school graduation went like this:  “I love this town.  There is something about this town 
that allows its inhabitants to grow into real, fully functional (all right, sometimes dysfunctional), 
and completely unique people. . . . When someone says that this high school didn’t teach them well 
enough, it means that they weren’t motivated enough to challenge themselves or take advantage 
of what it offers.  And when someone says that they wish that they could have grown up 
somewhere else, I say, our town and small towns like it, are the only place kids ever really ‘grow 
up’.  In so many other places they are just forced into early adulthood.” 
 
And so, to our graduates, congratulations and may you consider what Solomon asked for, as you 
look to having your dreams fulfilled.   May you reflect on all the influences who have guided you on 
a Christlike path-- from your parents to your teachers to your youth group leaders to your 
employers to your friends.  As you acknowledge the wisdom and discernment abilities you have 
been given, celebrate your great step moving forward to be the persons God has called you to be.  
And may each of us keep taking our wishes before the Lord our God. 
 
In Christ’s Grace,  

 Pastor Deb Olenyik 


