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The Robe of Jesus 

  
Scripture says little about the clothes Jesus wore. We know what his cousin John the 
Baptist wore. We know what the religious leaders wore. But the clothing of Christ 
apparently wasn’t worthy of note – with one notable exception. “They divided his 
clothes among the four of them. They also took his robe, but it was seamless, woven in 
one piece from the top. So they said, ‘Let’s not tear it, but throw dice to see who gets 
it’” – John 19:23-24 NLT 
  
It must have been Jesus’ finest possession. Jewish tradition called for a mother to make 
such a robe and present it to her son as a departure gift when he left home. Had Mary 
done this for Jesus? We don’t know. But we do know the tunic was without seam, 
woven from top to bottom. Why is this significant? 
  
Scripture often describes our behavior as the clothes we wear. Peter urges us to be “ . . . 
clothed with humility” – 1 Peter 5:5 NKJV. David speaks of evil people who clothe 
themselves ‘with cursing’ – Psalm 109:18 NKJV. Garments can symbolize character, and 
like his garment, Jesus’ character was seamless. Coordinated. Unified. He was like his 
robe: uninterrupted perfection. 
  
“Woven from the top.” Jesus wasn’t led by his own mind; he was led by the mind of his 
Father. The character of Jesus was a seamless fabric woven from heaven to earth.  
  
But when Christ was nailed to the cross, he took off his robe of seamless perfection and 
assumed a wardrobe of being exposed to ridicule, indignity, and others seeing him as a 
failure. It’s no wonder that the Hebrew writer spoke of the “. . .disgrace he bore” – 
Hebrews 13:13 NLT. He wore our sin so we could wear his righteousness. -- {adapted 
from the work of Max Lucado} 
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