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“There is an opportune time to do things, a right time for everything on the earth. . . . A 

right time to hold on and another to let go. – Ecclesiastes 3: 1 & 6 [The Message] 
 
My first church appointment was in 1980 as an associate pastor intern to Christ United 
Methodist Church in Ft. Wayne, Indiana.  It was a special year-long appointment 
between the second and third year of my graduate studies at the Iliff School of 
Theology.   
 
Rev. Ron Harshman was probably the best mentoring pastor I could have received – 
there were so very few women in pastoral roles in that day.  He was gracious, 
encouraging, wise – and also let me fall on my face a few times and figure out how to 
pick myself up.  It was a bi-racial congregation— including the Sunday School and youth 
group -- located just south of downtown Ft. Wayne. 
 
Fast forward forty-one years to 2021.  I have travelled many miles serving my Lord in 
ministry with great congregations [including ours] and the communities in which they 
were located, as well as working directly for the Bishop and the churches of the 
Mountain Sky Conference for about nine years.  My two kids were raised in the thick of 
being pastor kids in small towns – and came out very well, despite all that was expected 
of them along the way.  
 
What will the next chapter of my life hold?  I plan to move to Portland, Oregon to be 
near Chris and family.  Beyond that, I will have to wait and see.  I will rely on my faith 
and the power of the Holy Spirit to guide me, just as I have since I gave my life to Christ 
as a sixteen-year-old at Ashton United Methodist Church in Maryland.   
 
Some of you already have shared a bit of your stories transitioning into retirement.  
Please keep them coming.  I value the experience and wisdom you bring, and they will 
help ease the way.  If you have noticed anything about me, you probably know that I 
don’t plan to let up in doing whatever I can for God and you in these months to come.  I 
will treasure being with you for them more than you can imagine. 
 
In Christ’s Grace,  

 Pastor Deb Olenyik 


