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“Love at first sight is nothing special. It’s when two people have been looking at each 
other for years that it becomes a miracle.” 

 
Only eighty years ago, men and women lived to be about 50 years old. When they took 
their marriage vows, “As long as we both shall live . . .” meant about thirty years. Now, 
approximately 5 out of 6 couples could live to see their 50th wedding anniversary. That 
means they have to work even harder to smooth out the rough edges and handle 
conflicts. 
 
A woman confesses to a friend: “I’m in trouble. I broke my husband’s favorite golf club.” 
“What did he say?” her friend asked. “He said, ‘What hit me’”. Some couples can handle 
their conflicts with a minimum of bloodshed and a maximum sense of humor, like the 
husband and wife who were shopping when a very attractive young woman in a tight 
dress passed by. The husband’s eyes lingered for a moment. The wife, without looking 
up from what she was doing, said, “Well, was it worth the trouble you’re in?”. 
 
A woman, celebrating her golden wedding anniversary, told the secret of her long and 
happy marriage. “On my wedding day, I decided to make a list of ten of my husband’s 
faults which, for the sake of the marriage, I would overlook.” A guest at the celebration 
asked the woman what some of the faults she had chosen to overlook were. The woman 
replied, “To tell you the truth, I never did get around to making that list. But whenever 
my husband did something that made me hopping mad, I would say to myself, ‘Lucky for 
him that’s one of the ten’.”. 
 
{from “Amusing Grace” by K. Duncan and A. Akers} 
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