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Merry Easter? 
 

Easter just isn’t fun in the same way Christmas is, a type of fun that could be better 
described as styled for children.  It’s common to hear “Christmas is for kids”, but what 
about Easter?  Is it for children, too? 
 
It didn’t seem so when I was young.  Chocolate bunnies, colored eggs & jelly beans – 
yeah!  Scratchy new dresses and tight shoes – not so much.  And church was more 
boring than around Christmas.  You could always count on Christmas to change a lot of 
stuff, especially in the toybox.  Easter, not really.    
 
When you think about the astonishing events we celebrate on Easter, the lighter 
treatment compared to Christmas seems strange, even to an outsider. 
 
I remember my toybox, but only a few toys in it. And I don’t have any of those great 
Christmas toys today.  When I grew up, as Paul shares, I put away childish things.  When 
I grew up, I began to be concerned with bigger things, many of them difficult to 
comprehend.  I saw suffering and death.  I saw people live through situations crushingly 
unfair.  I saw people find within themselves nobility to overcome and heard them say 
the strength came from Christ.  
 
These are not things, hopefully, children have to think about.  Easter tells us of 
something children can’t understand yet, because it addresses things they shouldn’t 
have to know:  the weariness of life, pain, and loneliness.  In the midst of this, we find 
Jesus triumphant over death, and still alive today through the Holy Spirit.  Present to us 
in ways we often can’t understand let alone explain.  In the Risen Christ we find vibrancy 
of life and deep compassion for others that doesn’t deny suffering, but sees it 
transformed and illuminated.  The Risen Christ is life itself.  Easter may seem boring to 
children, but it contains the one thing needed for every human life: the good news of 
Resurrection. Alleluia!   
 

In Christ’s Grace,  

 Pastor Deb Olenyik 


