
Dearly Beloved, 

MINISTRY JOTTINGS 
 
Dear Beloved, 
 

As I write this, I’m beginning to dig my worldly possessions out of the boxes they traveled to 
Colorado in and thinking about where to put pictures on the walls. It is moving time for the United 
Methodist Church. Churches across the connection have been experiencing goodbyes and looking 
forward to new possibilities for ministry and relationship. This year, that includes us! 
 Transitions and changes always come with some excitement, some sadness, some 
nervousness, and a whole lot of questions. I know that I am experiencing all of those things right 
now, and I suspect some of you are too. Over the next weeks and months, I look forward to getting 
to know each other and discovering some of the ways we can be in ministry together, sharing the 
love of Jesus with our community in Evergreen and beyond. For now though, I thought I’d let you 
know a little bit about me. 
 I’m a shoe-loving, reality-tv-watching, book-loving, curious, enthusiastic, hopefully-on-most-
days-following-Jesus-and-loving-her-neighbor kind of a person. I’m also an ordained elder in the 
Mountain Sky Conference. I graduated with a Master of Divinity from Christian Theological Seminary 
in 2011. In my spare time I’m relearning to play the piano (something that I started during COVID), 
and enjoy playing board games and watching movies with my family, and practicing yoga. Now that 
we’re in Evergreen, I’m looking forward to exploring the trails and really want to try kayaking! If you 
come to my office, you’re likely to find me listening to the Beatles, Prince, or Beyonce. 
 I met my husband Jerry in 2015 when we both joined the Board of Directors for Not In Our 
Town Billings, an organization that seeks to bring the community together to stop hate and learn to 
promote justice. Jerry and I were married in 2019. Our son, (Jerry’s son, my stepson), Zion turns 15 
this month and will be a sophomore in high school. Zion is spending the summer with his mom and 
will be joining us here in Evergreen in August. Our family also includes a very adorable dog named 
Wesley. Wesley and I first met each other at the Bitterroot Humane Society in Montana in 2011.  
 For the past seven years, I have served with the people of Grace United Methodist Church in 
Billings, Montana as their pastor. Prior to serving there, I was the pastor of the United Methodist-
American Baptist Church in Hamilton, Montana. My passion for ministry lies in preaching and 
crafting worship, teaching, and social justice ministries. I believe that we are at our best as church 
when we are nurturing each other in faith through worship, prayer, and learning and then going into 
the world to live out that faith as witnesses to and carriers of God’s justice, mercy, and hope. I see 
my role as pastor as one of equipping disciples by nurturing, teaching, praying, empowering, 
accompanying, and leading. 
 I am very excited to be joining you in ministry at UMCE. I have heard excellent things about 
you all as a church from folks in the conference as well as others in the Evergreen community. Your 
reputation as a welcoming church committed to caring for the community proceeds you! 
 Jerry and I have been so blessed by your warm welcome, kind notes, and emails during this 
transition time. Thank you so much for the joy-filled, caring reception that you have given us. I can’t 
wait to know you more and to work with you. As we take steps out in faith together, may we sense 
God’s ever-present grace encouraging us, comforting us, and calling us to new relationships, new 
experiences, and new possibilities. 
 
 Grace and Peace, 
 Pastor Sarah  
 


