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Be a Bethany 

Bethany was a small town, two miles outside of Jerusalem.  The city was the 
home of Christ’s friends Mary, Martha & Lazarus.  I’ve been fortunate to go there 
two out of my three pilgrimages to the Holyland.  Bethany was pretty insignificant in 
Jesus’ time.  It didn’t have a great historical, political, or even religious importance, 
but Jesus seemed to go out of His way to get there.  He was intentional about going 
to Bethany, but why? 

 
Bethany was a place of refuge for Jesus.  It was a place where people He loved 

wanted to share moments of intimate fellowship with Him.  Bethany was the place 
where Mary chose to sit at Jesus’ feet and hear the vulnerable things of His heart.  
Jesus must have loved being in Bethany because it was a place where He could both 
give and receive loving care. {See Luke 10:38-42} 

 
Bethany was also a place of divine power and comfort.  Jesus saw Mary and 

Martha’s pain and felt their grief over their brother’s death, and He wept.  The 
human part of Jesus couldn’t help but be moved by His friends’ sadness.  And then, 
on that same day, Jesus brought divine restoration and life to Lazarus.  Christ raised 
His friend from the dead demonstrating His ultimate power and provision. 

 
Jesus has the same desire for His relationship with you and me.  Imagine that 

Christ has these words to say:  Dear One, I am hoping that your life and your heart 
would be My Bethany.  I am hoping to have a special, one-of-a-kind friendship with 
you.  I want to share My joy with you.  I want to share about the things that sadden 
My heart with you.  Just like in Bethany – I want to lavishly give and receive from you.   

 
Just like Bethany, I want to comfort you when you hurt, because your pain 

moves My heart.  I want to bring restoration to your life, just like I did for Mary and 
for Martha.  And just like Bethany, even though I am your Savior and I am your God, I 
long to receive from you and spend time with you in closeness and friendship with 
you.   

 


