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SPECIAL
POINTS OF
INTEREST:










Ministers’
Conference
@ 10:30 am.
CMBA Office
on: 12/3,
12/10, and
12/17. January
7 will be the
next
conference.
Lottie Moon
Christmas
Offering,
Week of
Prayer Dec. 29
Master’s Voice
in concert,
Dec. 10, 7:00
pm, Pleasant
Hope Baptist
Church, Love
offering to
be taken.
CMBA
Christmas
Fellowship,
Thursday,
December
13, 6:30
pm, CMBA
Office.
CMBA
office will
be closed
from Dec.
24 thru Jan.
1 for
Christmas.

Mission Opportunities for You in CMBA
Internationally
India: Contact Cory Nicholas, 918.697.7119.
Edmonton, Canada: Contact Dan Lewis,
918.825.3154.
Nicaragua: Contact FBC Salina,
918.434.5335.
Ghana: Contact Shane Culp, 918.783.5531,
Big Cabin.
Honduras: Contact Scott Dickerson, 918.244.6786.
Nationally
Houston: Working disaster relief. Contact Blake Wallace, FBC
Locust Grove, 98-479-5200
—————
Congratulations!
Please join us in offering our heartfelt congratulations to Rev.
Jerold Pilant in honor of his retirement as Senior Pastor at
Pleasant View Baptist Church.
Well done thy good and faithful servant! Blessings to you and
Linda as you enter this new chapter in your lives.
—————-

CMBA Christmas Fellowship
Thursday, December 13, 6:30 pm
CMBA Office
Join us for a come and go fellowship
with Christmas treats, finger foods
and great friends.
Bring a gift for our church planters to
Northern Colorado to help launch
their ministry. (kids craft supplies,
stamps, coffee, tea, pens, etc.)

Once upon a time three men were shivering
in the cold trying desperately to start a
fire. They had more than enough wood,
kindling, flint and even a neatly built fire ring
complete with comfortable little benches for all to sit and warm
themselves; yet they had no fire. Each had a strong belief in fire and
even espoused their personal views on the most important aspect of
building a fire. One was sure the quality of the fuel and kindling was
of paramount importance while another argued that no fire could ever
be built and maintained without proper airflow. The third sneered at
his friends saying, “You can have all the wood and airflow in the world
but without an initial spark of heat you will only have a dead pile of
sticks in a fancy little ring!”
That certainly wasn’t the end of their bickering though. They debated
how to build the sticks into the perfect beginning structure, the best
type of kindling, how to block the wind just enough so the infant
embers from the flint wouldn’t be extinguished. On and on they went
discussing, debating, analyzing and re-analyzing how to properly start
a fire.

Just then a weary traveler came along, cold and tired hoping to enjoy
the glowing heat of a nice fire but only finding scattered wood, an
empty fire ring and three compatriots in heated discussion but
freezing to death. The weary traveler queried, “Wouldn’t it be best to
just get on with starting a fire? It seems any which way will do so long
as we don’t die from the cold!” Such a suggestion was simply out of
the question so the three men went back to their debates and the
weary traveler moved on down the road. Along the way he picked up
some sticks, found a little bark from a dead tree, made a simple little
pile on the bare ground and began striking his flint. Soon with only
nominal adjustments he had a quaint little fire and he reveled in its
warmth. He fed it with wood and built it into a sizable blaze that
sustained him throughout the night.
The next morning he set back out on the path and again encountered
the three debaters but this time they were silent; their debating was
over and their arguments were settled because they had frozen to
death surrounded with the elements of a fire but never enjoying its
warmth. The sight deeply saddened him but he wasn’t surprised. He
had anticipated this end when he left their company.

Lostness is everywhere. The Spirit of God is blowing. The Gospel
is in our hearts and on our lips. Let’s light a fire!

CMBA
G

Church
Giving
CMBA Financial
Snapshot
Oct. Budget Giving:
$ 16,132.14
Oct. Expenses:
$ 17,858.96
Ending Balance:
$ 33,995.39

2018 Budget giving:
$ 156,551.98
Full financial reports
are available upon
request.

www.craigmayes.org

Mailing address:
PO Box 184
Pryor, OK 74362
Physical address:
2292 Highway 69 N
Pryor, OK 74361
918.825.3154

Laugh for Life!! What a mantra! It was this year’s theme
for the annual banquet for NEOHPC on November 8th at
Moore Farm’s. This was not an intentional fundraising
banquet but an appreciation celebration for our donors.
What a turnout and what a blessing to hear from and
laugh with Paul Aldrich, renowned comedian. God was
pleased, too, it would seem because over $28,000 were
given that night along with more than $8,800 in pledge
monies. What a mighty God we serve and how
wonderful it is to
serve in this
ministry with
generous hearts.
Thank you to all
our donors and
brothers and
sisters in Christ!!
Thank you for your prayers and support. —Missy

Master’s Voice in Concert
Pleasant Hope Baptist Church
Monday, December 10th, 2018
7:00 pm

