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SANCTIFICATION 

Philippians 2:12-13 

WHAT IS SANCTIFICATION? 

 

Sanctification is the continuing work of God in the life 

of the believer making him or her more holy.  

–Millard Erickson 

 

A progressive work of God and man that makes us more 

and more free from sin and like Christ in our actual lives.  

–Wayne Grudem 

 

2 Thessalonians 2:13-14 

There is a wealth of instruction in these two verses. Major 

elements in the biblical doctrine of salvation—election, 

calling, faith, sanctification, and glorification—are                 

presented in their mutual relations. –R. C. Sproul 

 

 

Note the involvement of each person of the             

Trinity: the Father elects, the Son loves, and the Holy 

Spirit makes holy. —Colin Nicholl  
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SANCTIFICATION 

Philippians 2:12-13 

WHAT IS SANCTIFICATION? 

 

Sanctification is primarily the work of God. Paul indicates this when he 

prays in 1 Thessalonians 5:23, ‘May the God of peace himself sanctify 

you completely.’ The author of Hebrews affirms this when he writes, 

‘May the God of peace . . . equip you with everything good that you 

may do his will, working in us that which is pleasing in his sight, through 

Jesus Christ, to whom be glory forever and ever’ (Heb. 13:20-21).  

–Wayne Grudem 

 

 

 

 

 

Therefore, my beloved, as you have always obeyed, so now, not only 

as in my presence but much more in my absence, work out your own 

salvation with fear and trembling, for it is God who works in you, both 

to will and to work for his good pleasure. Philippians 2:12-13 
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SANCTIFICATION 

Philippians 2:12-13 

WHAT IS SANCTIFICATION? 

 

TWO EXTREMES TO AVOID  

1) “I do everything.” 

...for it is God who works in you, both to will and to work for his 

good pleasure. Philippians 2:13 

 

2) “I do nothing.” 

...work out your own salvation with fear and trembling.  

Philippians 2:12 

 

Sometimes the popular phrase ‘let go and let God’ is given as a         

summary of how to live the Christian life. But this is a tragic distortion 

of the doctrine of sanctification, for it only speaks of one 

half of the part we must play, and, by itself, will lead  

Christians to become lazy and to neglect the active role 

that Scripture commands them to play in their own          

sanctification. –Wayne Grudem 

 



4 

  

SANCTIFICATION 

Philippians 2:12-13 

HOW DOES SANCTIFICATION FIT IN THE            

ORDER OF SALVATION? 
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SANCTIFICATION 

Philippians 2:12-13 

HOW CAN I EXPERIENCE SANCTIFICATION? 

Sanctification is not ultimately outward, but inward. 

 

 

KEYS FOR GROWING IN GODLINESS  

 

 PUT OFF YOUR OLD SELF (Eph. 4:22) 

 

 

 PUT ON THE NEW SELF (Eph. 4:24) 

 

 

 BE DISCIPLINED (1 Tim. 4:7) 

 

 

 COMMIT TO CHRIST’S CHURCH (Jn. 17:17) 
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SANCTIFICATION 

Philippians 2:12-13 

HOW CAN I EXPERIENCE SANCTIFICATION?  

 

Sanctification . . . is something that happens in community. We are          

admonished, ‘Let us consider how to stir up one another to love and 

good works, not neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of some, 

but encouraging one another, and all the more as you see the Day  

drawing near” (Heb. 10:24-25). Together Christians are ‘built into a  

spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood’ (1 Peter 2:5); together they are 

‘a holy nation’ (1 Peter 2:9); together they are to ‘encourage one              

another and build one another up’ (1 Thess. 5:11). Paul says that ‘to lead 

a life worthy of the calling to which you have been called’ (Eph. 4:1) is 

to live in a special way in community—‘with all lowliness and                

meekness, with patience, forbearing one another in love, eager to  

maintain the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace’ (Eph. 4:2-3).  

–Wayne Grudem 
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