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GOD’S SOVEREIGNTY AND                                         

HUMAN RESPONSIBILITY 

Romans 9-11 

GOD SOVEREIGNTY IN SALVATION 

 

Paul is [addressing] that many of his fellow Jews are separated from 

Christ, not enjoying the promises of God’s saving righteousness that 

were pledged to them. -Thomas Schreiner  

 

Gentiles were streaming into the church and Jews were being  

excluded because of divine election, yet the same reality can also 

be perceived from another, complementary standpoint. Gentiles 

entered the people of God because they exercised faith in Jesus 

as Messiah, whereas the Jews did not place their faith in Christ 

because they failed to see that he was the fulfillment to which 

the OT law pointed and because they attempted to establish 

their own righteousness based on works instead of trusting in 

God’s saving righteousness. -Thomas Schreiner 
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GOD’S SOVEREIGNTY AND                                         

HUMAN RESPONSIBILITY 

 

 

The apostle guides us to look at the two unborn children Jacob 

and Esau. They were not only brothers; they were also twins. They 

had the same environmental background, the same mother, father, 

and birthday. Paul reminds the reader of God’s decree that the    

elder should serve the younger and that this decree was made    

before either boy was born. It is manifestly    obvious that if these 

two boys were the subjects of divine election, then their election 

had been  settled before they were born. -R. C. Sproul 

 

‘I will have mercy on whomever I will have mercy, and I will have 

compassion on whomever I will have compassion.’ How can God 

say that and still be just? He can, because He is exercising mercy  

toward sinners. No one can shake his fist at God justly, yet plenty 

do, saying, ‘That’s not fair. You have given me a bad deal.’ No  

sinner has the right to say with impunity, ‘God, you owe me 

grace.’ If grace is owed, it is not grace. . . . Don’t ever ask God for 

justice—you might get it. . . . [You either] get grace; [or] get       

justice. Nobody gets injustice. -R. C. Sproul 
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GOD’S SOVEREIGNTY AND                                         
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C. H. Spurgeon was once asked if he could            

reconcile these two truths to each other. ‘I  

wouldn’t try,’ he replied; ‘I never reconcile 

friends.’ Friends?—yes, friends. This is the point 

that we have to grasp. In the Bible,  divine              

sovereignty and human responsibility are not          

enemies. They are not uneasy  neighbors; they 

are not in an endless state of cold war with each 

other. They are friends, and they work together.  

-J. I. Packer 

 

Paul viewed divine sovereignty and human responsibility as                

complementary rather than contradictory truths. -Thomas Schreiner 

 

They are not mutually exclusive but compatible. Paul provides no  

philosophical resolution as to how they correlate, and it is probably 

best to acknowledge that they relate mysteriously, in a way that      

exceeds our finite understanding. In any case it would be a serious  

mistake to appeal to divine sovereignty as if it diminished the                

genuineness of human freedom and responsibility.  

-Thomas Schreiner 
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MAN’S RESPONSIBILITY IN SALVATION  

Paul asks why the Gentiles have obtained right standing with God in 

such large numbers, while so many in Israel have fallen short (9:30-33). 

His answer is that the Gentiles have drawn near to God by faith, while 

Israel sought to keep the law and  thereby attain  righteousness by 

works instead of faith. . . . They tried to establish their 

own righteousness instead of submitting to God’s               

righteousness. -Thomas Schreiner 

 

 

The Bible never puts any blame on God for anyone’s rejection of 

Christ’s claims. The emphasis is always on the willing choices of those 

who refuse to believe, and the blame for their unbelief rests with them. . 

. . People who remain in unbelief do so because they are unwilling to 

come to God, and the blame for such unbelief always lies with the     

unbelievers themselves, never with God. -Wayne Grudem 
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GOD’S AIM IN SALVATION  

God’s plan involves a large, healthy tree of life, with 

both Jewish and Gentile branches growing vigorously.   

-Bruce Barton 

 

The doctrine of God’s complete sovereignty in salvation is what 

leads Paul to the greatest joy and praise. We have never given God 

anything—he owes us nothing. These are the ideas that bring Paul to 

[worship and] the most joy in worship. 

-Timothy Keller 

 

 

The doctrine of election demonstrates to us that God loved us, not 

for who we are or what we have done or will do, but simply               

because he decided to love us. Therefore, our appropriate response 

to God is to give him praise for all eternity.  

-Wayne Grudem 
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