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THE PROBLEM OF EVIL
FROM THE PARABLE OF THE WEEDS
Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43
“Pantheists believe God exists but deny the existence of evil. They believe God is
good, God is all, and hence there is no evil. . . . The atheist’s solution to evil is
just the opposite. Atheists admit that evil is real, but do not believe God is. . . .
However, we can only know something is evil (not good) if we know what is
good. We can’t know something is injust unless we know what is just. But if there
is a moral law demanding that we ought always to be just, this leads us right back
to a Moral Lawgiver.” –Norman Geisler

“[When I was an atheist] my argument against God was that
the universe seemed so cruel and unjust. But how had I got
this idea of just and unjust? A man does not call a line crooked
unless he has some idea of a straight line. . . . Consequently
atheism turns out to be too simple. If the whole universe has
no meaning, we should never have found out that it has no
meaning: just as, if there were no light in the universe and
therefore no creatures with eyes, we should never know it
was dark. Dark would be a word without meaning.”
-C. S. Lewis

THE PROBLEM OF EVIL
FROM THE PARABLE OF THE WEEDS
Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43
“God permits [evil], but not in the sense that he
produces it. Evil happens in His permissive will, but
He does not promote evil in His perfect will. God
allows evil yet does not encourage it.”
–Norman Geisler

“God permitted [evil], not because he was unable
to stop it, but because he had a purpose for it . . .
That purpose [being] the glory of his Son.”
-John Piper

THE KINGDOM OF GOD AND THE EVIL KINGDOM OF THE WORLD
CURRENTLY COEXIST
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Lessons learned...

WE LIVE IN A FALLEN WORLD
“Satan is ‘the ruler of this world’ in a subordinate
sense. God has given him astonishing latitude to
work his sin and misery in the world. He is a
great ruler over the world, but not the ultimate
one. God holds the decisive sway.” -John Piper

“Evil does not exist in itself: evil exists only in
a thing or substance—and all things God made
are good.” -Norman Geisler
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GOD IS IN CONTROL

“Adam was the source of sin and death. Christ was the source of
obedience and life. Christ is like Adam, who was a type of Christ—both
are the representative heads of an old and new humanity. God imputes
the failure of Adam to his humanity, and God imputes the success of
Christ to his humanity . . . The great superiority of Christ is that he not
only succeeds in obeying perfectly, but does so in such a way that
millions of people are counted righteous because of his obedience.”
-John Piper
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GOD WILL PUNISH AND REMOVE ALL EVIL

CONCLUSION
WE LIVE IN A FALLEN WORLD, GOD IS AT WORK AND IN CONTROL IN THE
BROKEN AND FALLEN WORLD IN WHICH WE LIVE. THERE IS A DAY
COMING WHEN HE IS GOING TO CONDEMN HIS ENEMIES AND RID THE
WORLD OF SIN AND ITS EFFECTS FOREVER. HE IS ALSO GOING TO GATHER
UP HIS PEOPLE AND TRANSFORM THEM INTO THE IMAGE OF HIS SON
AND GATHER THEM TO HIMSELF TO BE WITH HIM FOREVER
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