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WHAT WE BELIEVE ABOUT THE HOLY SPIRIT 

   

“In the last half of the twentieth century, there has been considerable 

controversy regarding the Holy Spirit. Indeed it may be that on the  

popular or lay level, the doctrine of the Holy Spirit has been the most 

controversial of all doctrines during this period. As a result, there has 

been some reluctance to discuss the Spirit, for fear that such discussion 

might lead to dissension. Since Pentecostalists make so much of the Holy 

Spirit, certain non-Pentecostalists, anxious that they not be mistaken for 

Pentecostalists, avoid speaking of him altogether.”                               

–Millard Erickson 

 

 

Who is the Holy Spirit? 

 WE BELIEVE THE HOLY SPIRIT IS A PERSON  

Ephesians 4:30, Mark 13:11, John 14:26, 15:26, 16:13, Romans 8:16 

 

“The Spirit is not an ‘it’ or ‘force,’ but He is a divine person who hears, 

speaks, listens, and causes things to happen by His own will.” 

 –Willard Simmons 
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WHAT WE BELIEVE ABOUT THE HOLY SPIRIT 

 

“The Holy Spirit is not simply an abstract force. He is a    

person who empowers the people of God for the Christian 

life.” –R. C. Sproul 

 

 And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God. Ephesians 4:30  

 He will bear witness about me. John 15:26 

 He will teach you all things. John 14:26 

 

Who is the Holy Spirit? 

 WE BELIEVE THE HOLY SPIRIT IS A PERSON  

 

And when they bring you to trial and deliver you over, do not be           

anxious beforehand what you are to say, but say whatever is given you 

in that hour, for it is not you who speak, but the Holy Spirit. Mark 13:11 

 

When the Spirit of truth comes, he will guide you into all the truth, for 

he will not speak on his own authority, but whatever he hears he will 

speak, and he will declare to you the things that are to come.  

John 16:13 
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WHAT WE BELIEVE ABOUT THE HOLY SPIRIT 

 

Who is the Holy Spirit? 

 WE BELIEVE THE HOLY SPIRIT IS GOD 

 

 Go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the 

Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Matthew 28:19 

 

Ananias, why has Satan filled your heart to lie to the Holy Spirit and to 

keep back for yourself part of the proceeds of the land? While it                

remained unsold, did it not remain your own? And after it was sold, 

was it not at your disposal? Why is it that you have contrived this deed 

in your heart? You have not lied to men but to God. Acts 5:3-4 

 

For the Spirit searches everything, even the depths of God. For who 

knows a person’s thoughts except the spirit of that person, which is in 

him? So also no one comprehends the thoughts of God except the Spirit 

of God. 1 Corinthians 2:10-11 

 

Two Misconceptions about the Holy Spirit 

 WE DO NOT NEED THE SPIRIT 

 WE ONLY NEED THE HOLY SPIRIT  
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WHAT WE BELIEVE ABOUT THE HOLY SPIRIT 

 

What does the Holy Spirit do? 

 HE EXALTS CHRIST 

 HE GIVES LIFE TO THE SPIRITUALLY DEAD 

 HE INDWELLS BELIEVERS 

 HE MAKES US HOLY 

 HE EMPOWERS US 

 HE DEFENDS AND FIGHTS FOR US  

 HE CONVICTS US OF SIN 

 HE GUIDES US IN TRUTH 

 HE ILLUMINATES HEARTS AND MINDS  

 

 HE EXALTS CHRIST 

When the Spirit of truth comes, he will guide you into all the truth, for 

he will not speak on his own authority, but whatever he hears he will 

speak, and he will declare to you the things that are to come. He will 

glorify me, for he will take what is mine and declare it to you.  

John 16:13-14 
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WHAT WE BELIEVE ABOUT THE HOLY SPIRIT 

 

 HE GIVES LIFE TO THE SPIRITUALY DEAD 

“It is the ministry and work of the Holy Spirit to come to people who 

are spiritually dead, who are walking according to the course of this 

world and according to the prince of the power of the air, fulfilling the 

lusts of their flesh and of their minds, and to re-create them as he              

regenerates them. . . . By means of regeneration, the Spirit gives life to 

people who have no spiritual life.” –R. C. Sproul 

 

 HE MAKES US HOLY 

 

 HE EMPOWERS US 

Truly, truly, I say to you, whoever believes in me will also do the works 

that I do; and greater works than these will he do, because I am going 

to the Father. John 14:12 

 

 HE DEFENDS AND FIGHTS FOR US  

 

And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another Helper, to be 

with you forever. John 14:16 

 

 HE CONVICTS US OF SIN 
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WHAT WE BELIEVE ABOUT THE HOLY SPIRIT 

 

“It is the ministry and work of the Holy Spirit to come to people who 

are spiritually dead, who are walking according to the course of this 

world and according to the prince of the power of the air, fulfilling the 

lusts of their flesh and of their minds, and to re-create them as he            

regenerates them. . . . By means of regeneration, the Spirit gives life to 

people who have no spiritual life.” –R. C. Sproul 

 

 HE GUIDES US IN TRUTH 

 And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another Helper, to be 

with you forever, even the Spirit of truth. John 14:16-17 

 

When the Spirit of truth comes, he will guide you into all the truth, for 

he will not speak on his own authority, but whatever he hears he will 

speak, and he will declare to you the things that are to come.  

John 16:13 

 

 HE ILLUMINES OUR HEARTS AND MINDS 

When the Spirit of truth comes, he will guide you into all the truth, for 

he will not speak on his own authority, but whatever he hears he will 

speak, and he will declare to you the things that are to come.                  

John 16:13 

But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, 

he will teach you all things and bring to your           

remembrance all that I have said to you.                 

John 14:26 

 



7 

 

 



8 

 

 


