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WHAT WE BELIEVE ABOUT THE INCARNATION 

 

The event in human history when God the Son, in the fullness of 

time, physically entered into our world as a man. 

 

 

 

 

[The Incarnation is the claim] that Jesus of Nazareth was God made 

man—that the second person of the Godhead became the “second 

man” (1 Cor 15:47), determining human destiny, the second                    

representative head of the race, and that he took humanity without loss 

of deity, so that Jesus of Nazareth was as truly and fully divine as he was 

human. -J. I. Packer 
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JESUS IS TRULY GOD 

 

 HIS MIRACLES  

Then he rose and rebuked the winds and the sea, and there was a great 

calm. And the men marveled, saying, “What sort of man is this, that 

even winds and sea obey him?” Matthew 8:26-27 

 

 

 HIS TITLES AND TEACHINGS  

Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here, and see my hands; and 

put out your hand, and place it in my side. Do not disbelieve, but          

believe.” Thomas answered him, “My Lord and my God!”                       

John 20:27-28 

 

Jesus said to them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, before Abraham was, I 

am.” So they picked up stones to throw at him. John 8:58-59 

 

And when Jesus saw their faith, he said to the paralytic, “Son, your sins 

are forgiven.” Now some of the scribes were sitting there, questioning in 

their hearts, “Why does this man speak like that? He is blaspheming! 

Who can forgive sins but God alone?” Mark 2:5-7 
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WHAT WE BELIEVE ABOUT THE INCARNATON 

 

THE IMPORTANCE OF JESUS BEING TRULY GOD 

 

 WE ARE TOLD TO WORSHIP JESUS 

Who is the liar but he who denies that Jesus is the Christ? This is the        

antichrist, he who denies the Father and the Son. No one who denies 

the Son has the Father. Whoever confesses the Son has the Father also.     

1 John 2:22-23 

 

 

 HE IS THE ONE WHO SAVES  

Christ brings God and man together who were driven apart by sin. We 

who were afar off are brought near to God by Christ. For this very          

reason, he had room enough in his heart to receive us and strength 

enough in his spirit to bear all the wrath that was prepared for us. Sin 

brought infinite punishment because it was committed against an infinite 

God. Christ, being the infinite God in human nature, could suffer the        

infinite punishment that the sinner deserved. And so, by this personal 

union in Christ we are saved. -John Owen 
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WHAT WE BELIEVE ABOUT THE INCARNATON 

 

If Jesus wasn’t fully God, he could not have borne 

the full penalty for sin for the whole world. And if he 

didn’t bear the full penalty of sin for the world as a 

sinless man, there would be no valid payment for        

anyone’s sins, and nobody could be saved. 

-Wayne Grudem 

 

 

Had [Jesus] not been God, his suffering could not have satisfied infinite 

justice. If the great and righteous God had gathered together all the sins 

that had been committed by his chosen people from the foundation of 

the world, and searched the hearts of all that were to come to the end 

of the world, and then taken them all and laid them on a mere holy,         

innocent creature, they would have overwhelmed him and buried him 

forever from the presence of God’s love. -John Owen  
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JESUS IS TRULY MAN    

Evidence 

 HE HAD A HUMAN BIRTH  

Jesus was born of a human mother. His ordinary human 

birth affirms his humanity. -Wayne Grudem 

 

 

 HE HAD A HUMAN BODY  

And after fasting forty days and forty nights, he was hungry.                    

Matthew 4:2 

 

From conception, the Son limited his divine life in such a way that he did 

not override the limitations of his human nature. As a result of the                   

incarnation, the divine Son lives as a true man with the normal physical, 

mental, volitional, and psychological attributes and capacities of original            

humanity. As the incarnate Son, he experienced the wonder and weaknesses 

of a completely human life. He grew in wisdom and physical stature (Luke 

2:52), experienced tears and joy, and suffered death. –Stephen Wellum 



6 

  

JESUS IS TRULY MAN    

Evidence 

 HE HAD A HUMAN MIND  

But concerning that day or that hour, no one knows, not even the           

angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. Mark 13:32 

 

 

The Son was not limited to his human nature alone since he continued 

to act in and through his divine nature. In Christ, there are two natures 

that remain distinct and retain their own attributes and integrity, yet the 

Son is able to act through both natures. In the incarnation, neither the 

Son’s deity nor his humanity is diminished. –Stephen Wellum 

 

 

 

 HE HAD HUMAN EMOTIONS  

When Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jews who had come with her    

also weeping, he was deeply moved in his spirit and greatly troubled. 

And he said, “Where have you laid him?” They said to him, “Lord, 

come and see.” Jesus wept. John 11:33-35 
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JESUS IS TRULY MAN    

Evidence 

 HE WAS SINLESS  

For we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our 

weaknesses, but one who in every respect has been tempted as we are, 

yet without sin. Hebrews 4:15 

 

THE IMPORTANCE OF JESUS BEING TRULY HUMAN 

 

 HE IS OUR EXAMPLE  

Whoever says he abides in him ought to walk in the same way in which 

he walked. 1 John 2:6 

 

 

 HE IS OUR REPRESENTATIVE  

For as by the one man’s disobedience the many were made sinners, so 

by the one man’s obedience the many will be made righteous.                   

Romans 5:19 
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JESUS IS TRULY MAN    

Jesus had to be fully human to serve as our perfectly obedient                            

representative. His representative obedience as a man is in contrast to            

Adam’s representative disobedience. Paul says that ‘as by the one man’s             

disobedience the many were made sinners, so by the one man’s obedience 

the many will be made righteous’ (Rom. 5:19). If Jesus wasn’t fully human, 

his obedience in our place would be meaningless. –Wayne Grudem 

 

 

 

 HE IS OUR MEDIATOR  

For there is one God, and there is one mediator between God and men, 

the man Christ Jesus. 1 Timothy 2:5 

 

 

 

 HE IS OUR PERFECT PRIEST, SUBSTITUTE, AND SACRIFICE  

For surely it is not angels that he helps, but he helps the offspring of 

Abraham. Therefore he had to be made like his brothers in every              

respect, so that he might become a merciful and faithful high priest in 

the service of God, to make propitiation for the sins of the people.             

Hebrews 2:16-17 
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JESUS IS TRULY GOD AND TRULY MAN 

 

THE FALSE VIEWS OF THE INCARNATION 

EBIONISM 

Jesus was human and not divine.  

 

DOCETISM 

Jesus was divine, but not human. 

 

ARIANISM 

Jesus was a created being. He is less than God.  

 The Council of Nicaea (325) 

 

MONOPHYSITISM  

Jesus has one nature and not two.  

 The Council of Constantinople (381)  

 The Council of Chalcedon (451)  

 

NESTORIANISM 

Jesus has two persons.  

For in him [in Christ] all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell, Colossians 1:19 

 The Council of Ephesus (431) 
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JESUS IS TRULY GOD AND TRULY MAN 

 

The incarnation is an act of addition, not subtraction. In the incarnation, the  

eternal Son who has always possessed the divine nature has not changed or set 

aside his deity. Instead, he has added to himself a second nature, namely a human          

nature consisting of a human body and soul (Phil. 2:6–8). As a result, the               

individual Jesus is one person—the Son—who now subsists in two natures, and 

thus is fully God and fully man. -Stephen Wellum 

 

 

 

 

 

 JESUS IS TRULY GOD  

 JESUS IS TRULY MAN  

 JESUS IS ONE PERSON  

 JESUS HAS TWO NATURES —HUMAN AND DIVINE  

 

 

“Remaining what he was, he became what he was not.”   
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WHAT WE BELIEVE ABOUT THE INCARNATION 

 

 

The incarnation of the Lord Jesus Christ is the central fact of Christianity, upon it 

the whole superstructure of Christian Theology depends. -John Walvoord 
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