
JESUS’ JOURNEY TO JERUSALEM: BE READY FOR JESUS’ RETURN                        Luke 12:35-40 

Times for 1st Service teachers                Times for 2nd Service teachers  

9:00-9:15                                                                                                                    10:30-10:45 

Begin by having our students do arts and crafts while you wait for late comers to arrive.   

9:15-9:20                                                                                                                    10:45-10:50                                                                                                                                                                     

Then take prayer requests and pray with your students. 

9:20-9:25                                                                                                                    10:50-10:55                                                                                                                                                                            

Sing a couple of songs. 

9:25-9:30                                                                                                                    10:55-11:00                                     

Have every student open their Bibles to the passage you are studying and read the scripture aloud. 
(Teachers of Pre-K read the text aloud.) Luke 12:35-40   “Stay dressed for action and keep your lamps 

burning, and be like men who are waiting for their master to come home from the wedding feast, so that they 

may open the door to him at once when he comes and knocks. Blessed are those servants whom the master 

finds awake when he comes. Truly, I say to you, he will dress himself for service and have them recline at the 

table, and he will come and serve them. If he comes in the second watch, or in the third, and finds them 

awake, blessed are those servants! But know this, that if the master of the house had known at what hour the 

thief was coming, he would not have left his house to be broken into. You also must be ready, for the Son of 

Man is coming at an hour you do not expect.” 

 

9:30-9:35                                                                                                                    11:00-11:05                                   

Introduce the truth for the week and then have your students repeat the truth a couple times after you. 

Truth for the Week: . 

 

Introduce our memory verse for the week and then have your students repeat the verse a few times 

after you. 

Memory Verse:  You also must be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an hour you do not expect.          

Luke 12:40 

 

9:35-9:50                                                                                                                    11:05-11:20                                        
Lesson: Do you like surprises? Do you like the excitement of not knowing what gift you are going to get? 

Have you ever had a surprise birthday party? Some people love to be surprised and hate it when someone 

ruins a surprise. Others hate surprises and get upset when you don’t tell them what’s going to happen. Then 

there are some people who figure out the surprise no matter how hard you try to keep the secret from them. 

They always know what gift you’ll get them, what will happen at the end of a movie or even know that you 

planned them a surprise party. 

In our passage today, Jesus is teaching his disciples about the day he will return to bring his faithful 

followers home. Jesus doesn’t tell them what day it will be. In fact, he says the exact opposite. He says, “The 

Son of Man is returning at an hour you do not expect.” No one knows when Jesus will return. It will be the 

biggest surprise of all!  

How do you get ready for that day when you don’t know when it will be? Jesus tells them—BY ALWAYS 

BEING READY. Are you ready for Christ’s return? Are you always ready? Are you living in this moment, 

ready to be taken out at the next? Jesus wants his disciples to know that we are to think and live each moment 

like it might be our last. God’s people are to be the types of people who always live ready for Christ’s return.  

Jesus explains this more in our first point … 

CHRIST’S FOLLOWERS ARE TO ALWAYS LIVE READY FOR CHRIST’S RETURN. 



Luke 12:35-36  “Stay dressed for action and keep your lamps burning, and be like men who are waiting for 

their master to come home from the wedding feast, so that they may open the door to him at once when he 

comes and knocks. 

This is how God’s people are to live and act until Jesus returns. No one knows when it will happen so Jesus 

wants us to be prepared at all times. What does it look like to always be ready? Do we just sit around with 

our hands in our pockets and do nothing? No! of course not. We are to be faithfully serving him by serving 

his purposes in this world. 

What are his purposes? He tells us in Matthew 28:18-20  And Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in 

heaven and on earth has been given to me. Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing 

them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have 

commanded you. And behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age.”  

We are to be busy being his witnesses and making disciples in our own homes, communities, country and 

world. We are to tell people about the good news of Jesus and teach them to follow him. 

Jesus also says, “keep your lamps burning.” In Jesus’ day, when the sun went down it was completely dark. 

There were no street lights or porch lights or inside lights in each room in the house. There was one lamp 

light that was placed in the right spot giving light to all those in the house. 

Jesus is speaking in a spiritual sense. He is not saying his return will be in the middle of the night, though it 

could be, but what he is saying to his disciples is for them to remain faithful, no matter how late his return is. 

It has been almost 2,000 years since he was here the first time. We are moving closer and closer toward this 

time in the middle of the night and our calling today is the same. Look at what Jesus said in Luke 12:36. 

Then Jesus says,  “be like men who are waiting for their master to come home from the wedding feast, so that 

they may open the door to him at once when he comes and knocks.” 

In this day, faithful servants would stay awake while waiting for their masters return from a special event—

like a wedding feast. They were to be awake and ready to serve when he approached so that they could greet 

him quickly at the door when he came and knocked. Jesus is calling for this type of readiness. He is calling 

for his disciples to remain faithful in their service to him until he returns and be ready to greet him when he 

comes. 

Application: Are you ready for Christ’s return or is his return going to happen at a time when you are 

unprepared. We do not know when he is coming, so we must be prepared at all times. Read Luke 

12:39: 

But know this, that if the master of the house had known at what hour the thief was coming, he would not 

have left his house to be broken into. You also must be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an hour you do 

not expect.” 

Jesus is using the picture of a thief breaking into someone’s house to steal stuff. He says that if the 

owner knew what time the thief was going to try to break in, he wouldn’t leave the house. In the same 

way, believers must always be ready for Jesus to return.  

You don’t want to be embarrassed when Jesus returns. If he returns and you are not obeying his word 

and not doing the work he has given you he will punish you as a bad servant. That is why it is 

important to always do what it is right and do your part in his kingdom work. Not only will Jesus 

punish bad servants, but he will reward good servants. 

The next point Jesus makes is… 



GOD’S PEOPLE ARE BLESSED WHEN THEY LIVE READY FOR CHRIST’S RETURN. 

Luke 12:37-38  Blessed are those servants whom the master finds awake when he comes. Truly, I say to you, 

he will dress himself for service and have them recline at the table, and he will come and serve them. If he 

comes in the second watch, or in the third, and finds them awake, blessed are those servants!  

Servants ready for their master’s arrival will be rewarded. Sometimes you get blessed here in this life when 

you stay faithful to God, but other times you may get made fun of, rejected or even persecuted. Jesus doesn’t 

promise we will always be blessed because of our faithfulness to him in this life. But he does promise that we 

will absolutely be greatly rewarded when he returns and finds us faithful. The reward his servants get when 

he returns is far better than any punishment or persecution from people.  

Application: Jesus says that when he returns he will serve those who have faithfully served him. Have 

you ever taken the time to serve your parents? This is a challenge for you this week. They work so 

hard to serve you, you should spend some time serving them. Have them sit down and you clean the 

dishes—the house—put away the laundry—mow the lawn (if you are able). Give yourself a little taste 

of what they do and give them the pleasure of being served.  

Because of Jesus’ promise to reward the faithful, know that all the hours, days, months and years you 

have spent living your life for him in service to him is going to be worth it. When Christ returns, we 

will be able to rest from this labor and be served by him and enjoy him forever.  

Jesus is going to expect you to be ready when he comes. He is going to expect to find you faithfully 

serving him when he comes on the last day. Are you ready for that day? It is coming someday soon and 

that someday might be today.   

We also learn from the passage below that GOD’S JUDGMENT IS COMING FOR THOSE WHO 

HAVE REJECTED GOD. Scripture is crystal clear on that. All will face judgment unless they are rescued 

by the saving work of Jesus Christ.  

The writer of Hebrews tells us in Hebrews 9:27-28, “It is appointed for man to die once, and after that comes 

judgment, so Christ, having been offered once to bear the sins of many, will appear a second time, not to 

deal with sin but to save those who are eagerly waiting for him.” 

As sure as God has brought judgment on his people in the past, his judgment will be poured out in full on 

that final day on all those who have rejected his Son for salvation.  

God sent his son Jesus the first time to accomplish his salvation through his life, death and resurrection and 

he is sending his Son again for those believing on and trusting in him alone for salvation, but he is also 

sending him in judgment to set aside those who have rejected him for eternal punishment in Hell. 

Are you ready for that day?  While we do not know when that day will be. We do know God is  merciful and 

gracious so he has delayed his coming so who ever will come to him will have that opportunity. We know we 

are closer now than ever before. 

Christ is returning someday soon and that someday might be today so we have to be ready. Are you ready?  

If not I urge you today to ready yourself—prepare yourself by turning from your sin and making Christ your 

Lord. If you have never made that decision, I pray you would before you leave here today. 

9:50-10:05                                                                                                                  11:20-11:35                       

Take students outside to play.  

10:05-10:15                                                                                                                11:35-11:45                                   

Please use the Take Home Sheet for this last 10 minutes of summary time. 



Family Worship Take Home Sheet 

Questions from our lesson:   

Do you like surprises?  

What are believers supposed to do while they wait for Jesus? We are to 

be faithfully serving him by serving his purposes in this world. 

Will faithful servants always be blessed in this life? No. They may be 

persecuted and rejected but Jesus will reward them when he returns. 

What did Jesus come to earth for the first time? God sent his son Jesus 

the first time to accomplish his salvation through his life, death and 

resurrection. 

What will Jesus come back for? He will come to gather those believing on 

and trusting in him alone for salvation, but he will also come in judgment to 

set aside those who have rejected him. Those set aside will have eternal 

punishment in Hell. 

Today’s Lesson:     
JESUS’ JOURNEY TO 

JERUSALEM: BE READY 

FOR JESUS’ RETURN 

Truth for the Week: 
GOD’S PEOPLE LIVE 

READY FOR CHRIST’S 

RETURN. 

Memory Verse: You also 

must be ready, for the Son 

of Man is coming at an 

hour you do not expect. 

Luke 12:40 

Point #1: CHRIST’S 

FOLLOWERS ARE TO 

ALWAYS LIVE READY 

FOR CHRIST’S RETURN. 

Point #2: GOD’S PEOPLE 

ARE BLESSED WHEN 

THEY LIVE READY FOR 

CHRIST’S RETURN. 

Did you know? 

We provide this resource 

as an aid for family 

discipleship because our 

desire is to equip you as 

you disciple your 

children. God has made 

parents the chief 

disciplers of their 

children and we want to 

support you in that 

blessed work. 

(Deuteronomy 6:4-9; 

Ephesians 6:4)  


