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TRUTH: WE ARE SAVED BY GOD’S GRACE ALONE 

THROUGH OUR FAITH ALONE IN CHRIST ALONE. 

Verse for the week:   
For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your 

own doing; it is the gift of God, not a result of works, so that no one 

may boast. Ephesians 2:8-9 

1. Share of a popular story with a big twist. Read Luke 18:9-14. 

What is the twist in this story.  

2. Why is this not as big a twist for us? How were the Pharisees 

perceived in Jesus’ day? How were tax collectors viewed in 

Jesus’ day?  

3. Tell of another time in Luke when tax collectors are shown in 

a positive light. Share of another time in Luke when the 

religious leaders are shown in a negative light.  

4. Read Luke 18:9-14. Does God care about the way we 

approach him in prayer? Explain the proper way to approach 

God according to this passage of Scripture.  

 

For Kids: Read Luke 18:9-14. How were the religious leaders 

viewed in Jesus’ day? How were tax collectors viewed? Who 

approaches God properly in this passage? Explain the 

difference between the two approaches. What lessons should 

we learn from the tax collector. 

 

Prayer: Father thank you that you hear the prayers of 

your children. Teach us to pray with the right attitude and 

motivation. Teach us to approach your throne in humility 

and gratitude.  
 

Answers: 3) Read Luke 5:27-32. Read Luke 19:1-10. 
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TRUTH: WE ARE SAVED BY GOD’S GRACE ALONE 

THROUGH OUR FAITH ALONE IN CHRIST ALONE. 

Verse for the week:   
For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your 

own doing; it is the gift of God, not a result of works, so that no one 

may boast. Ephesians 2:8-9 

1. Read Luke 18:10-12. What are some admirable things 

mentioned about the Pharisee. It was said on Sunday, he 

would have been praised by many in his day. What are 

certain characteristics that he possessed that we value in 

church leaders today?  

2. What two essential things are missing from the Pharisee’s 

prayer?   

3. Take a few minutes to confess your sin to God. Tell him 

how you need him. 
 

For Kids: Read Luke 18:10-12. What are some positive traits 

of the Pharisee? What are some negative traits? What were 

two important things missing from his prayer? What should be 

included when we pray? Explain the ACTS model of prayer. 
 

Prayer: Father make us aware of our sin and remind us of 

our great need of your grace and mercy. Forgive us when we 

value the approval of others above yours. 

 

Answers: 2) There is nothing said about sin and no sense of 

need. 
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TRUTH: WE ARE SAVED BY GOD’S GRACE ALONE 

THROUGH OUR FAITH ALONE IN CHRIST ALONE. 

Verse for the week:   
For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not 

your own doing; it is the gift of God, not a result of works, so that 

no one may boast. Ephesians 2:8-9 

1. What should be included in prayers we pray to God?  

2. Where would you take someone in Scripture who is having 

a difficult time seeing their own sin? What would you say 

to them? (Hint: See the truth and scripture reading for the 

week.) 

3. Read Luke 10:25-37 and 18:18-30. How did the lawyer and 

the rich young ruler see themselves? What was the lawyer 

guilty of? What was the rich young ruler guilty of? What 

does God’s Word say? Read Romans 3:10. What does 

Jesus tell them? Why?  
 

For Kids: What would you tell someone who is having a 

difficult time seeing their sinfulness and need of Jesus? 

What would you share with them from Scripture? Read Luke 

18:10-12. How did the Pharisee see himself? How should he 

have seen himself?   

 

Prayer: Father we thank you for the extremes you go 

through to show us our sinfulness and our great need for 

rescue. Were it not for your Word, we would not know sin. 

Where it not for your Son, we would have no way to be 

forgiven by you and restored to you. We praise you for 

your amazing grace and love.   

 

Answers: 1) Follow the ACTS model. Adoration (giving praise to 

God), Confession (confessing sin to God), Thanksgiving 

(expressing gratefulness to God for his many blessings), and 

Supplication (making your requests known to God).  3) They 

viewed themselves as being righteous lovers and keepers of the 

law. The lawyer failed to love his neighbor as himself and the 

rich young ruler failed to love God with all his heart, soul, 

mind, and strength. Jesus tells the parable of good Samaritan 

to the lawyer and calls for the rich young ruler to sell 

everything and give it to the poor to show them both their 

hearts. He does this to show them their sinfulness and great 

need of rescue.   
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TRUTH: WE ARE SAVED BY GOD’S GRACE ALONE 

THROUGH OUR FAITH ALONE IN CHRIST ALONE. 

Verse for the week:   
For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not 

your own doing; it is the gift of God, not a result of works, so that 

no one may boast. Ephesians 2:8-9 

1. Reread Luke 18:10-12. It was said on Sunday that the prayer 

of the Pharisee is a celebration of himself. Explain how we 

clearly see that in this passage.  

2. Read Luke 18:13. Why was this a shock? Why were tax 

collectors demonized in Jesus’ day?  

3. Contrast the actions of the tax collector to the Pharisee. Why 

should we identify more with the tax collector than the 

Pharisee?  

 
For Kids: Read Luke 18:11-13. What is the difference between 

the prayer of the Pharisee and the tax collector? Who should we 

pray like? Why?   

 
Prayer: Father may we be like the tax collector and not the 

Pharisee. Give us the grace we need to be humble and trust 

you. Turn our focus away from ourselves and towards you. 

 

Answers: 1) The word “I” is used five times in two verses. This 

passage is filled with self-adoration. 2) Tax collectors were 

perceived as oppressors of their own nation. They were viewed as 

traitors because they worked with the Roman rulers who were 
oppressing the Jewish people by unfairly taxing them. Many were 

guilty of extorting even more money from their own people for 

personal gain. They were guilty of serving the interest of Rome and 
their own personal interest at the cost of their own people. 3) With 

the pharisee, we see pride and self-centered independence. With the 

tax collector, we see humility and god-focused trust. We are in need 
as much as the tax collector. Without Christ we all stand guilty 

before God and will be condemned. We are in need of salvation by 
God’s grace alone through our faith alone in Christ alone.        
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TRUTH: WE ARE SAVED BY GOD’S GRACE ALONE 

THROUGH OUR FAITH ALONE IN CHRIST ALONE. 

Verse for the week:  
For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your 

own doing; it is the gift of God, not a result of works, so that no one 

may boast. Ephesians 2:8-9 
1.   

1. What did this tax collector need to understand theologically 

in order to be made right with God spiritually?  

2. How does a right view of God help us to have a right view of 

ourselves? Explain how this influences what we say and do.  

3. What did the tax collector understand about God and man?  

 

For Kids: We were reminded on Sunday that God the Son left 

the riches of heaven and became one of us to live, die, and rise 

again to save us. Only by believing on him and trusting in his 

person and work alone for salvation can we be saved. Have you 

turned from your sin? Are you trusting in Christ alone for your 

salvation? Would you today? 

 

Father you are a righteous and holy God. We are undeserving 

sinners. We place all of our trust in Christ and his sacrifice 

and none in ourselves. He is worthy, we are not. We lift up 

those listening to this message who do not know you. We pray 

you would show them their sinfulness and great need of 

rescue and that they would respond to that revelation with 

repentance and faith in your Son. 
 

Answers: 1) He needed a right view of God, a right view of 

himself and to know the proper response in light of that 

revelation. 3) He knew that God is Holy, man is sinful and God, 

while just, is also merciful. He knew that if he confessed his sin, 

God would be faithful to forgive his sin and cleanse him and 

restore him. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

JESUS’ JOURNEY TO JERUSALEM: 
THE MAN WHO BELIEVED HE WAS GODLY 
AND THE MAN WHO KNEW HE WAS NOT 

                                                                           Luke 18:9-14 
 

 

 

THE PHARISEE’S PRAYER WAS FILLED WITH 
__________ AND LACKED ANY EXPRESSION OF 
NEED FOR _______________ AND ____________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

THE TAX COLLECTOR’S PRAYER WAS FILLED 
WITH _____________ AND CONTAINED A HUMBLE 
EXPRESSION OF HIS GREAT NEED FOR 
_________________ AND ____________   
 
 
 
 
  
 

 


