
JESUS’ IMPORTANT LESSON OF FAITH    Luke 9:37-44  

Times for 1st Service teachers                Times for 2nd Service teachers  

9:00-9:15                                                                                                                    10:30-10:45 

Begin by having our students do arts and crafts while you wait for late comers to arrive.   

9:15-9:20                                                                                                                    10:45-10:50                                                                                                                                                                     

Then take prayer requests and pray with your students. 

9:20-9:25                                                                                                                    10:50-10:55                                                                                                                                                                            

Sing a couple of songs. 

9:25-9:30  

Have every student open their bibles and read the passage out loud.  (Luke 9:37-44) 

On the next day, when they had come down from the mountain, a great crowd met him. And behold, a man 

from the crowd cried out, “Teacher, I beg you to look at my son, for he is my only child. And behold, a spirit 

seizes him, and he suddenly cries out. It convulses him so that he foams at the mouth, and shatters him, and 

will hardly leave him. And I begged your disciples to cast it out, but they could not.” Jesus answered, “O 

faithless and twisted generation, how long am I to be with you and bear with you? Bring your son here.”  

While he was coming, the demon threw him to the ground and convulsed him. But Jesus rebuked the unclean 

spirit and healed the boy, and gave him back to his father. And all were astonished at the majesty of God. 

But while they were all marveling at everything he was doing, Jesus said to his disciples, “Let these words 

sink into your ears: The Son of Man is about to be delivered into the hands of men.” 

 

9:30-9:35                                                                                                                    11:00-11:05                                   

Introduce the truth for the week and then have your students repeat the truth a couple times after you. 

Truth for the Week: FAITH IS TAKING GOD AT HIS WORD AND TRUSTING THAT HE IS GOING 

TO DO WHAT HE SAYS AND LIVING ACCORDINGLY BECAUSE OF WHO HE IS AND WHAT HE 

HAS DONE. 

 

Introduce our memory verse for the week and then have your students repeat the verse a few times 

after you. 

Memory Verse: Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen. Hebrews 

11:1 

 

9:35-9:50                                                                                                                    11:05-11:20                                        

Lesson:  

What does that word FAITH mean? What do we mean when we refer to something as being faith-based? Or 

when we describe someone as a man or woman of faith?  

 

Some believe it means being optimistic that things are going to go your way and work out for you. Being 

hopeful. Wishful thinking. Let’s say someone you know and love is sick and you say, “I have faith—I 

believe he/she is going to be well.” I have faith it will happen. Is that what we mean when we talk about 

being a person of faith?  

 

Some view faith as this force one can activate to change things. How many times have you heard in Disney 

movies that if you believe on something with all your heart it will happen? How many times have you heard, 

if you can believe it—you can achieve it and will receive it?   

 

Is that what we mean when we talk about faith biblically? No. Here’s a very simple definition of faith from 

Scripture. Faith is simply believing in what God has said because he has said it. Faith is when you hear 

what God said and believe it and you want to obey it because he is God and he is trustworthy. 

 



 

We are going to learn this lesson of faith by examining THE MESSED UP MINISTRY OF CHRIST’S 

DISCIPLES, THE MAJESTIC MINISTRY OF GOD’S SON AND THE MARVELOUS MYSTERY 

OF GOD’S GOSPEL. 

 

We come to Jesus’ ministry shortly before he is to go to Jerusalem and begin the final part of his ministry. 

Jesus and his three closest disciples have just come down off the mountain where they saw Moses and Elijah 

who long ago died and went to heaven to be with Jesus but even more astonishing they saw Jesus radiate in 

his glory. Can you imagine it? Now we are told they are met by the rest of Jesus’ disciples, a large crowd and 

a very panicked and worried father. Jesus is about to teach a lesson about faith and show us what it 

means to believe in him. 

 

First, let’s look at THE MESSED UP MINISTRY OF CHRIST’S DISCIPLES. 

 

Verses 37-39 On the next day, when they had come down from the mountain, a great crowd met him. And 

behold, a man from the crowd cried out, “Teacher, I beg you to look at my son, for he is my only child. And 

behold, a spirit seizes him, and he suddenly cries out. It convulses him so that he foams at the mouth, and 

shatters him, and will hardly leave him.  

 

Can you imagine how afraid and sad this dad was? We find out that his son had been possessed by a demon 

and was in a lot of danger. In Matthew’s account of this event we are told this demon was throwing him 

down into fire and also into water. The dad must’ve been in a constant state of panic. This dad is desperate. 

This is his only son. While he sought help for his son from Jesus’s disciples, they have been no help to him.  

 

Look at verse 40, And I begged your disciples to cast it out, but they could not.” Jesus answered, “O 

faithless and twisted generation, how long am I to be with you and bear with you? 

 

Why couldn’t Jesus’ disciples cast out this demon and help this desperate father? Remember in Luke 9:1 

Jesus gave them “power and authority over all demons and to cure diseases, and he sent them out to 

proclaim the kingdom of God and to heal.” Christ gave them power over all demons—ALL MEANS ALL. 

All they had to do was listen to Christ, believe his word and act upon that belief. That’s what faith is. FAITH 

IS BELIEVING IN AND ACTING UPON WHAT GOD HAS SAID BECAUSE GOD HAS SAID IT.  
 

Jesus tells us that it was because they didn’t have enough faith to do it. We are told in Matthew’s account, the 

disciples came to Jesus privately and said, “Why could we not cast it out?” He said to them, “Because of 

your little faith.” They couldn’t cast out this demon because they were trying to do it in their own power and 

were not believing and trusting in Jesus to help them. 

 

Application: Are you living your life in this way? When tough times come—when the storms of this life 

hit—are you trusting in God’s Son? Are you relying upon his Spirit to give you the strength you need 

to stay faithful? Are you trusting in the fact that God is in control even over your troubles? Are you 

resting in the fact that he is working all things together for good, for those who love him and who are 

called for his purpose? 

 

Next, let’s look at THE MAJESTIC MINISTRY OF GOD’S SON. 

 

Look at the end of v. 41. Jesus says to the man, “Bring your son here.” While he was coming, the demon 

threw him to the ground and convulsed him. But Jesus rebuked the unclean spirit and healed the boy and 

gave him back to his father.  

 

Jesus does what his disciples failed to do because of their lack of faith. The father in this story did not 

quit on his Son, he went to Jesus, cried out to him—pleaded with him and Christ healed him.  



 

Application: Have you ever prayed for someone to believe in Jesus and be saved? Sometimes it can be 

very discouraging and sad to know that someone we love does not believe in Jesus. Just like this father 

did not give up on his son, we should never give up on praying for someone to believe in Jesus. We 

should lead them to Jesus and trust him to do the miracle work of saving them. 

 

We are told that all looking on were amazed. Look at verse 43 of Luke 9, And all were astonished at the 

majesty of God. They were amazed—they saw God’s greatness on display in God’s Son. In his disciple’s 

attempts to heal this man’s son, people saw the messed up and faithless efforts of man, in Christ they saw the 

majesty of God. 

 

This is exactly what Jesus came to do. Jesus came down off the glorious experience on the mountain and 

stepped down into this dark and sinful situation to bring healing and life. It is a picture of how Jesus came 

down from Heaven, left all the glory and beauty up there to come down to this sinful and dead world to bring 

light and life to sinners. That is the MAJESTIC MINISTRY OF GOD’S SON! But how he came to do this 

work, was not what anyone was expecting and would take great faith to believe. 

 

This is where we see THE MARVELOUS MYSTERY OF GOD’S GOSPEL. 

 

Look at verse 43, But while they were all marveling at everything he was doing, Jesus said to his disciples, 

“Let these words sink into your ears: The Son of Man is about to be delivered into the hands of men.”  

 

Jesus gives his disciples and the crowd around them an astonishing message. He says, “The Son of Man is 

going to be delivered into the hands of men and they will kill him.” 

 

Many of his disciples believed Jesus was the Messiah, but they had been tricked by their faithless and wicked 

generation. They selfishly believed the messiah would be a political leader who would do their bidding and 

flex his muscles and overthrow corrupt governments and establish Jewish rule. Jesus tells them that is not the 

plan for God’s Messiah. He has been sent to die and to be raised to save mankind from sin and death.  

 

This was hard for his disciples to hear. It would take great faith to believe it and they struggle with believing 

this at first. They struggle with TAKING GOD AT HIS WORD AND BELIEVING IT AND ACTING 

UPON THAT BELIEF BECAUSE HE SAID IT. 

 

Application: The question for you this morning is, are you believing on this work—are you trusting in 

Christ alone for your salvation? Have you placed your faith in Christ as your great Lord and Savior? 

Hebrews 11: 6 tells us, without faith it is impossible to please God, for he who comes to God must believe 

that he is. 

 

To be saved, we must in faith, draw near to God through Christ. Then we must act upon that belief by 

turning away from our sin and trusting in Christ’s person and work alone for our salvation. Is Christ 

Lord of your life? Have you laid your life down and are you trusting in the life he lived, death he died—in 

his resurrection alone for your right standing with God? If not, I invite you to today. 

 

9:50-10:05                                                                                                                  11:20-11:35                       

Take students outside to play.  

10:05-10:15                                                                                                                11:35-11:45                                   

Please use the Take Home page for this last 10 minutes of summary time. 



Family Worship Take Home Sheet 

Questions from our lesson:   

What is FAITH? Faith is simply believing in what God has said because 

he has said it. Faith is when you take God at his word and you trust that he 

is going to do what he says he is going to do and you live accordingly 

regardless because of who he is and because he has said it. 

Why couldn’t Jesus disciples cast out this demon? Jesus tells us that it 

was because they didn’t have enough faith to do it. They couldn’t cast out 

this demon because they were trying to do it in their own power and were not 

believing and trusting in Jesus to help them. 

What was the difference between the disciples attempt to heal the boy 

and Jesus success? In his disciple’s attempts to heal this man’s son, people 

saw the messed up and faithless efforts of man, in Christ they saw the 

majesty of God. 

What was surprising about Jesus’ role as Messiah? He has been sent to 

die and to be raised to save mankind from sin and death.  

Why was it hard for the disciples to believe Jesus had to suffer and die? 

They had been tricked by their faithless and wicked generation. They 

selfishly believed the messiah would be a political leader who would do their 

bidding and flex his muscles and overthrow corrupt governments and 

establish Jewish rule. 

Today’s lesson: 
JESUS’ IMPORTANT 

LESSON OF FAITH  

Truth for the Week: 

FAITH IS TAKING GOD 

AT HIS WORD AND 

TRUSTING THAT HE IS 

GOING TO DO WHAT 

HE SAYS AND LIVING 

ACCORDINGLY 

BECAUSE OF WHO HE 

IS AND WHAT HE HAS 

DONE. 

 Memory Verse: Now 

faith is the assurance of 

things hoped for, the 

conviction of things not 

seen. Hebrews 11:1  

Point #1: THE 

MESSED UP 

MINISTRY OF 

CHRIST’S DISCIPLES 

Point #2: THE 

MAJESTIC 

MINISTRY OF GOD’S 

SON 

Point #3: THE 

MARVELOUS 

MYSTERY OF GOD’S 

GOSPEL 

Did you know?  

We provide this resource 

as an aid for family 

discipleship because our 

desire is to equip you as 

you disciple your 

children. God has made 

parents the chief 

disciplers of their 

children and we want to 

support you in that 

blessed work. 

(Deuteronomy 6:4-9; 

Ephesians 6:4)  


