
Great Commission Christians                          Acts 1:1-9 

Times for 1st Service teachers                Times for 2nd Service teachers  

9:00-9:15                                                                                                                    10:30-10:45 

Begin by having our students do arts and crafts while you wait for late comers to arrive.   

9:15-9:20                                                                                                                    10:45-10:50                                                                                                                                                                     

Then take prayer requests and pray with your students. 

9:20-9:25                                                                                                                    10:50-10:55                                                                                                                                                                            

Sing a couple of songs. 

9:25-9:30                                                                                                                    10:55-11:00                                     

Have every student open their Bibles to the passage you are studying and read the scripture aloud. 
(Teachers of Pre-K read the text aloud.) Acts 1:1-9   In the first book, O Theophilus, I have dealt with all that 

Jesus began to do and teach, until the day when he was taken up, after he had given commands through the 

Holy Spirit to the apostles whom he had chosen. He presented himself alive to them after his suffering by 

many proofs, appearing to them during forty days and speaking about the kingdom of God. And while staying 

with them he ordered them not to depart from Jerusalem, but to wait for the promise of the Father, which, he 

said, “you heard from me; for John baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit not 

many days from now.” So when they had come together, they asked him, “Lord, will you at this time restore 

the kingdom to Israel?” He said to them, “It is not for you to know times or seasons that the Father has fixed 

by his own authority. But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be 

my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.” And when he had said 

these things, as they were looking on, he was lifted up and a cloud took him out of their sight.  

 

9:30-9:35                                                                                                                    11:00-11:05                                   

Introduce the truth for the week and then have your students repeat the truth a couple times after you. 

Truth for the Week: JESUS EQUIPS BELIEVERS WITH EVERYTHING THEY NEED TO SHARE THE 

GOSPEL OF HIS KINGDOM 

Introduce our memory verse for the week and then have your students repeat the verse a few times 

after you. 

Memory Verse: But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my 

witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth. Acts 1:8 

 

9:35-9:50                                                                                                                    11:05-11:20                                        
Lesson: Luke begins with a short introduction describing how his first work was an account of everything 

Jesus began to do and teach. Jesus had accomplished the work of salvation on the cross and provided the 

only way for condemned sinners to be made right with a holy God. That work was finished. But that 

was not all he came to do. He came to establish his kingdom in the hearts of all those who would repent 

of their sin and trust in him for salvation. Jesus planned for his kingdom to expand to the entire world 

for generations to come. 

 

Jesus then and now commissions his disciples to continue his work by proclaiming the good news of 

salvation to the ends of the earth.  

 

In Jesus’ final moments on earth (before he ascends to Heaven to take his place at the right hand of God the 

Father) he is commissioning his disciples to carry on the work of his kingdom, Jesus equips them with 

everything they need. The first way Jesus equips his disciples is by proving his resurrection… 

 

JESUS PROVES HIS RESURRECTION 

Look at verse 3. 



He presented himself alive to them after his suffering by many proofs, appearing to them during forty days 

and speaking about the kingdom of God. 

 

Explanation: Jesus presents himself to his disciples on several different occasions in several different ways. 

He makes it a point to prove to them that he is actually alive. Jesus wants to make sure that they see 

him, hear him and know him to be alive and well. 

 

Why is this so important? Because Jesus knows that unless the disciples are fully convinced that he has 

been raised from the dead, they will not believe in his message let alone have the confidence to 

proclaim his gospel and continue his kingdom work. Knowing that Jesus is alive gives his disciples great 

confidence to carry on the mission of God’s kingdom. It transforms them from scared and shy to bold and 

courageous for the cause of Jesus.  

 

The resurrection provides not only the motivation for the kingdom work but also the message of the 

kingdom. What is the message? The message is that Jesus is God the Son who came to earth to be born of 

woman and lived a perfect life among us, willingly gave up his life on a brutal cross to pay for our sins. 

He died and was buried. God the Father raised him back to life forever securing his victory over sin 

and death.  

 

Application: What about us? Why do we believe the gospel of Jesus? What makes us so bold as to 

proclaim this same message so many years later? It is the same for us as it was for the disciples—the 

resurrection of Jesus! The very one that was witnessed by over 500 people, written down by those 

eyewitnesses and faithfully passed down through millennia. This is the cornerstone of the gospel and the 

proof positive of the trustworthiness of the Christian message. The resurrection has instilled boldness and 

steadfastness throughout every generation to continue the kingdom work of Christ. The gospel has been 

entrusted to generation after generation, rooted in and grounded upon the risen Christ.  

 

Do you believe it? Do you believe that Jesus lived a perfect life, willingly gave up his life on a brutal 

cross and that God raised him back to life?  

 

If so, have you built your life upon it? Are you, as Paul was, utterly hopeless and doomed if Christ has 

not been raised? Would you be spiritually bankrupt if the resurrection was a farce? We can have 

every confidence in Jesus’ resurrection and therefore share in the boldness and steadfastness of the 

kingdom work as so many of those who have come before us. 

 

The second way Jesus equips his disciples is by promising the Holy Spirit… 

JESUS PROMISES THE HOLY SPIRIT 

 

Look at verse 4-5. 

 

And while staying with them he ordered them not to depart from Jerusalem, but to wait for the promise of the 

Father, which, he said, “you heard from me; for John baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the 

Holy Spirit not many days from now.” 

 

Explanation: Jesus proves to his disciples that he is alive by living with them and he also tells them to 

share what he has done and what they have seen. He wants them to share the gospel message. Then he 

tells them to wait. That seems kind of strange.  

 

Up until now, Jesus had been with them, guiding them, teaching them, correcting them. They were witnesses 

of his death and resurrection and had been taught by him and commissioned by him. If anyone has ever been 

equipped for ministry it was them, but Christ lets them know, you are not ready until you are empowered on 

high by the Holy Spirit. So the reason they are told to wait here is because they are in need of the 



empowering of the Holy Spirit to be able to do the work that God had called them to do—to be witnesses 

and make Christ known where he is not known.   

 

Application: If these disciples who had been taught and commissioned directly by the risen Christ 

needed the Holy Spirit to be Christ’s witnesses in the world, we need it. If it were left to us alone, 

God’s mission would never get done. Thankfully, God gives us his Holy Spirit who works in and 

through us. 

   

Many believers feel like they could never be enough. They think, God could never use me. Without the 

empowering work of the Holy Spirit none of us would be worth anything in ministry. None of us would 

have anything to offer. It’s his work in and through us that makes the difference.  

 

We must be filled and led by the Holy Spirit. How do we do that? How do we come under the influence 

of the Holy Spirit? By reading and studying and meditating upon his word and applying it to our lives. 

 

The third way Jesus equips his disciples is by providing instructions… 

JESUS PROVIDES INSTRUCTIONS 

 

Jesus promises the Holy Spirit and tells the disciples to wait for that promised day. Now he is finally about to 

ascend to Heaven. 

 

Look at verse 8. 

 

But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my witnesses in 

Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth. 

 

He instructs them to be his witnesses when the Holy Spirit empowers them. That is their primary job. 
To tell everyone what Jesus has done. Their message is the gospel, the good news of Jesus’ death and 

resurrection that they have witnessed with their own eyes. 

 

Jesus tells them they must begin in their hometown of Jerusalem and move out to the surrounding areas, to 

the neighboring nations and eventually to the whole world. The gospel was never meant to be for one 

nation and one people alone. Jesus’ intention was always that his kingdom spread to all the nations. This 

of course means that the gospel is for all peoples, to be preached to every person. 

 

Application: This is our Great Commission. Jesus commands not just those who were there at his 

ascension but all those who have been entrusted with the gospel message throughout the ages. Handed 

down from generation to generation, we now have this great treasure that we must pass on. Our 

primary work, believers, is evangelism—telling people the good news about Jesus. 

 

Have you believed the gospel of Jesus? Have you turned away from your sin and are you trusting in 

Jesus alone for your salvation? 

 

9:50-10:05                                                                                                                  11:20-11:35                       

Take students outside to play.  

10:05-10:15                                                                                                                11:35-11:45                                   

Please use the Take Home Sheet for this last 10 minutes of summary time. 



Family Worship Take Home Sheet 

Questions from our lesson:   

Why did Jesus prove to his disciples he is alive? Because Jesus knows that 

unless the disciples are fully convinced that he has been raised from the 

dead, they will not believe in his message let alone have the confidence to 

proclaim his gospel and continue his kingdom work. 

How can we be led by the Holy Spirit? By reading and studying and 

meditating upon God’s word and applying it to our lives. 

Where is the gospel to be preached? Jesus’ intention was always that his 

kingdom would spread to all the nations. This of course means that the 

gospel is for all peoples, and to be preached to every person.  

Today’s Lesson:     
GREAT COMMISSION 

CHRISTIANS                       

Truth for the Week: 
JESUS EQUIPS 

BELIEVERS WITH 

EVERYTHING THEY 

NEED TO SHARE THE 

GOSPEL OF HIS 

KINGDOM 

Memory Verse: But you 

will receive power when the 

Holy Spirit has come upon 

you, and you will be my 

witnesses in Jerusalem and 

in all Judea and Samaria, 

and to the end of the earth. 

Acts 1:8 

Point #1: JESUS PROVES 

HIS RESURRECTION 

Point #2: JESUS 

PROMISES THE HOLY 

SPIRIT 

Point #3: JESUS 

PROVIDES INSTRUCTIONS 

Did you know? 

We provide this resource 

as an aid for family 

discipleship because our 

desire is to equip you as 

you disciple your 

children. God has made 

parents the chief 

disciplers of their 

children and we want to 

support you in that 

blessed work. 

(Deuteronomy 6:4-9; 

Ephesians 6:4)  


