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TRUTH: LOVE IS THE GREATEST GIFT GOD GIVES 

HIS PEOPLE 

Verse for the week:   

So now faith, hope, and love abide, these three; but the greatest 

of these is love. 1 Corinthians 13:13 

1. What is a popular love song? What are some of the lyrics in 

that song? What is communicated about love in that song?  

2. What is your favorite passage on love in the Bible? What is 

communicated about love in that passage?  

3. What is the context of 1 Corinthians 13? Who was Paul 

writing to? What was their issue? What point is Paul making 

in this chapter?  

 

For Kids: Do you know any popular love songs? What do love 

songs teach us about love? Read 1 Corinthians 13. What does 

God teach us about love through Paul? 

 

Prayer: Father teach us to love. Help us to look to your word 

to show us what real love is. 

 
Answers: 3) The Christians at Corinth were a divided and 

prideful people. They were not loving one another and were 

allowing for petty matters to divide them. They were wanting to 

be thought of as being important and were using the spiritual 

gifts they had to pridefully showcase their giftedness before 

others. Paul is writing to them and calling for them to love one 

another. He is telling them that if they fail to love one another, 

they have failed as believers and as a church. He tells them that if 

they have all the gifts, but do not have love they have nothing and 

gain nothing. 
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TRUTH:  LOVE IS THE GREATEST GIFT GOD GIVES 

HIS PEOPLE 
Verse for the week:   

So now faith, hope, and love abide, these three; but the greatest 

of these is love. 1 Corinthians 13:13 

1. Read 1 Corinthians 14. What were some of the showy gifts 

the Christians at Corinth were wanting to have? Read 1 

Corinthians 13:1-2. What is the message Paul gives about 

these gifts?  

2. Read 1 Corinthians 13:3. What does it mean to be a martyr 

for Christ? Name some famous martyrs from scripture and 

from church history. Knowing the sacrifices those men and 

women made, explain Paul’s words here and the importance 

of love.  

3. Why is it important for love to be connected to the practice 

of spiritual gifts?  

 

For Kids: Read 1 Corinthians 13:4. Explain what Paul means 

when he says that love is patient and kind, does not envy or boast 

and is not arrogant. Pray that God would help you love as he has 

called for you to love. 

 
Prayer: Father break us of our desire to be praised by others. 

Help us to seek your approval and use the gifts we have in 

love to benefit and build up your church. 

  
Answers: 1) They wanted the showing sign gifts. The gifts of 

healing, languages, and prophesy. Paul tells them that if they have 
those gifts, but do not have love, they have nothing. 2) John Calvin 

says, “What is more admirable than that invincible fortitude of 

mind, which makes a man not hesitate to pour out his life for the 
testimony of the gospel? Yet even this, too, God regards as nothing, 

if the mind is destitute of love.” Paul tells them, “You could have 
every gift and if you do not have love you have nothing and gain 

nothing.” Paul says, “If you give up your life and do not have love 

you have nothing. A loveless person produces nothing of value, just 
noise. 3) Because the purpose of the gifts is not to benefit the person 

who possesses the gift. but is for the benefit of others in the church. 
The purpose of the gifts is to edify the body. Gifts used for selfish 

benefit and gain do not benefit other believers.  
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TRUTH: LOVE IS THE GREATEST GIFT GOD GIVES 

HIS PEOPLE 
Verse for the week:   

So now faith, hope, and love abide, these three; but the greatest 

of these is love. 1 Corinthians 13:13 

1. Read 1 Corinthians 13:4. What does Paul mean when he 

says, “Love is patient and kind; love does not envy nor 

boast; it is not arrogant?” Give examples of what this looks 

like. Pray God would give you the grace you need to love 

in this way. 

2. Read 1 Corinthians 13:5. What does Paul mean when he 

says, “Love is not rude. It does not insist on its own way; it 

is not irritable or resentful?” Give examples of what this 

looks like. Pray God would give you the grace you need to 

love in this way.  

3. Read 1 Corinthians 13:6. What does Paul mean when he 

says, “Love does not rejoice at wrongdoing, but rejoices 

with the truth?” Give examples of what this looks like. Pray 

God would give you the grace you need to love in this way. 

 
For Kids: Read 1 Corinthians 13:5. What does Paul mean 

when he says love is not rude and does not insist on its own 

way and is not irritable or resentful? Give examples of what it 

looks like to love in this way and pray that God would help you 

love as he has called for you to love. 

 

Prayer:  Father make us like Christ. Show us how to love 

as we have been loved. Make us patient and kind, not 

prideful and arrogant. May we not delight in evil but be 

convicted by it and broken over it. Give us the grace we 

need to delight in, promote, and praise that which is 

right and true. 

 
Answers: 3) Loving people do not delight in evil, but are 

convicted by it and broken over it. Love delights in, promotes, 

and praises that which is right and true. 
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TRUTH: LOVE IS THE GREATEST GIFT GOD GIVES 

HIS PEOPLE 

Verse for the week:   
So now faith, hope, and love abide, these three; but the greatest 

of these is love. 1 Corinthians 13:13 

1. Read 1 Corinthians 13:7. What does Paul mean when he 

says, “Love bears all things, believes all things, hopes all 

things, endures all things.” Give examples of what this looks 

like. Pray God would give you the grace you need to love in 

this way.  

2. Return to the list Paul gives in 1 Corinthians 13:4-7. Explain 

how Jesus displayed each of these.  

3. Read 1 Corinthians 13:8-13 and explain why love is the 

more excellent way. Explain what gifts will pass away.  

 
For Kids: Read 1 Corinthians 13:8-13. Why is love the more 

excellent way? Why is it to be desired more than the other 

spiritual gifts Paul mentions? Explain why the gifts of 

preaching, evangelism (sharing about Jesus), missions, and faith 

will soon pass away? (Answers found above and below). 

 
Prayer: Father make us like Christ in the way we love you 

and love others. Give us more of a desire for love than 

anything. Help us to love as you have loved us and use the 

way in which we love you and love others to shine the light of 

your Gospel to the unbelieving and watching world.  

 
 
 

Answers: 1) The phrase “bears all things” means to cover 

something. Used here the phrase means that love protects 

people—it doesn’t gossip, it guards others and goes the extra 

mile for them. Love gives people the benefit of the doubt and 

sees the good in them. Love also looks forward and not 

backward. It is not gaged by pandemics and presidential 

elections. Those who love in this way believe that all things work 

together for good for those who love God, who are called 

according to his purpose. 3) While preaching, evangelism, and 

missions will soon pass away, love never ends. 
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TRUTH:  LOVE IS THE GREATEST GIFT GOD GIVES 

HIS PEOPLE 

Verse for the week:   
So now faith, hope, and love abide, these three; but the greatest 

of these is love. 1 Corinthians 13:13 
1.   

1. Read 1 Corinthians 13:8-13, 1 John 3:1-2. When will the gifts 

of evangelism, preaching, and missions pass away? Explain 

why they will no longer be needed.   

2. Read 1 Corinthians 13:13, Romans 8:24-25, 2 Corinthians 

5:6-7. Why does love surpass both faith and hope?   

3. Take time this week to pray that God, by his grace, makes 

you more loving. Pray he would increase your love for him, 

for your brothers and sisters in Christ, for your fellow 

neighbor and even your love toward your enemies.  

 

For Kids: Read Romans 5:8. On Sunday we were reminded of 

the great love God showed us in that while we were sinners, he 

sent his son Jesus to die for us. There is no greater display of love 

than that. Christ came from heaven to earth to live, die, and rise 

again so that we through faith alone in him alone could be 

forgiven of sin and restored to a right relationship with God 

through Christ. Have you forsaken your sin? Are you trusting in 

Christ alone for your salvation? Would you today? 
 

Prayer: Father thank you for demonstrating your great love for us 

by sending your son while we were your enemies. Increase our love 

for you, our brothers and sisters in Christ and our enemies. We lift 

up those listening who have not become recipients of the love you 

have shown for us through Christ. Bring them to repentance and 

faith in Jesus.  

 
 

Answers: 1) Paul makes it clear that when “the perfect comes” 

what we now have in part we will have in full.  This is a reference to 

Christ’s return and our glorification. When that time comes there 
will be no need for evangelism, prophesy (preaching), missions, etc. 

2) Because faith is going to come to an end. Right now we walk by 
faith, not by sight; but someday we'll walk by sight, not by faith. The 

same holds true for hope. Right now we hope; but Paul says in 

Romans 8, "That which is seen, we do not hope for." There is coming 
a day when we will see Jesus and be like him and with him forever. 

When that time comes there won't be any need for faith and hope. 

That is why Paul says, "The greatest of these is love because love is 
forever." Your gifts, your abilities, your ministries, your talents, your 

faith, and your hope - all these things are important—all are needed, 
but they are for a time. Love is forever.  

LOVE IS THE MORE EXCELLENT WAY 
                                                             1 Corinthians 13 
 
 
 
LOVE IS THE MORE EXCELLENT WAY 
BECAUSE IT IS ____________. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
LOVE IS THE MORE EXCELENT WAY BECAUSE 
IT IS ___________________. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
LOVE IS THE MORE EXCELLENT WAY 
BECAUSE IT IS _________, _________, AND 
___________. 

  
 


