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KEY EVENTS 

 BOOKS OF THE NEW TESTAMENT RECOGNIZED  

 

KEY PEOPLE 

 MARCION 

 CLEMENT OF ALEXANDRIA (150-215) 

 TERTULLIAN (160-225) 

 HIPPOLYTUS (170-236) 

 

KEY TERMS 

 THE RULE OF FAITH 

 MODALISM 



2 

 

HERESIES, CANON AND CREEDS 

AD 90-250 

 

Heretical views of the 2nd and 3rd Century… 

MARCIONISM 

 

 

 

 

“[Marcion] had a profound dislike towards both             

Judaism and the material world. He developed an 

understanding of Christianity that was both             

anti-Jewish and anti-material.” Justo Gonzalez 

 

 

 

 

“Marcion posed an even greater threat to the church 

than did the Gnostics. Like them, he rejected or radi-

cally reinterpreted the doctrines of creation, incarna-

tion, and resurrection. But he went beyond them 

that he organized a church with its own bishops and 

its own scripture.” Justo Gonzalez 
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Three responses to these heresies… 

A CANON OF SCRIPTURE 

A CONFESSION OF FAITH 

A CENTRALIZED AUTHORITY 

 

A CANON OF SCRIPTURE 

 A list of books considered to be divinely inspired, inerrant and     

authoritative. 

 

 

“There was no question, except among Gnostics 

and Marcionites, that the Hebrew Scripture 

was part of the Christian cannon . . . Next to 

the Gospels, the book of Acts and the Pauline 

epistles enjoyed early recognition. Thus, by 

the end of the second century, the core of the           

cannon was established.” -Justo Gonzalez 
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A CANON OF SCRIPTURE 

The criteria… 

 DIRECTLY AND CLEARLY TRACED TO THE APOSTLES,                              

ASSOCIATES OF THE APOSTLES, AND/OR EYEWITNESSES OF 

JESUS 

 

 

 

 DOCTRINALLY SOUND 

 

 

 

 EACH BOOK MUST AGREE WITH THE OTHERS 
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MURATORIAN CANON- Contained all 39 Old Testament books 

and 22 of 27 New Testament books. 

 

 

 

 

INERRANTISTS- They believed the Scriptures were without error 

because they were inspired by God—who is without error. 

 

 

 

A CONFESSION OF FAITH 

A statement of core beliefs taken from the scriptures that serve to 

keep Christians on the same page when it comes to the central          

beliefs of Christianity. 
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THE RULE OF FAITH 

A series of questions asked at baptism, that were rooted in                

scripture, with the intent of making sure that the beliefs held were 

biblical and to teach the others present at baptism the differences 

between their faith and the heresies of the day. 

 

THE USE OF SONGS 

In this day, songs were used to teach people about the truths of 

God and the Christian faith.  They were meant to guide the minds 

as well as stir the emotions. 

 

God sent Christ down as sending God; one man for humankind; 

As one with us Christ dwelt with us, and died and lives on high.  

As one with us Christ dwelt with us and died and lives on high! 

God sent no angel of the host to bear this mighty Word.  But 

Christ through whom the worlds were made the everlasting Lord.  

Yes, Christ through whom the worlds were made the                               

everlasting Lord! AMEN. 
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A CENTRALIZED AUTHORITY 

A hierarchy of church leadership that was formed to protect the 

orthodox churches from heresy. 

 

MORE CHAMPIONS FOR TRUTH 

 

CLEMENT OF ALEXANDRIA (150-215) 

 

 

HIPPOLYTUS OF ROME (170-236) 

 

 

 

TERTULLIAN (160-225) 

 

 

 

 MODALISM– The belief that the Father, Son and Holy Spirit are 

the same person acting in three different roles. 
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