
Worship 

  

We Gather to Worship 

  

Greeting                                                                   Rev. Julie Schendel, Pastor            

Chiming of the Hour                                Jim Preece, Organist/Choirmaster 

Words of Welcome                                                     Rev. Schendel 

Prelude                                               The congregation in silent anticipation 

Lighting of the Candles   

Choral Introit                                                                          Chancel Choir 

The Angel Gabriel from Heaven Came - Basque Carol 

The angel Gabriel from heaven came, 

His wings as drifted snow, his eyes as flame; 

“All hail,” said he, “O lowly maiden Mary." 

Most highly favored lady, Gloria! 
  

*Call to Worship 

In your wisdom, O God, you call us here to worship you. 

We gather, alive to the Word of God. 

You call us to be fully alive with your life abundant, 

ready to listen and respond with heart, soul, strength, and mind.  

We listen, alive to the Word of God.  

You call us to be always listening for your words of wisdom, sometimes startling and 

unexpected, sometimes still and quiet, but always dwelling among us.  

We listen and wait for the Word of God. AMEN  
  

Invitation, Confession and Pardon                                                UMH 12 

*Choral Affirmation                                                 Congregation and Choir 

Glory to God in the highest and peace to all people on earth. 

*Hymn                  Hark! The Herald Angels Sing                     UMH 240  

1. Hark! the herald angels sing, 
"Glory to the new-born King; 

peace on earth, and mercy mild, 
God and sinners reconciled!" 

Joyful, all ye nations, rise, 
join the triumph of the skies; 
with th'angelic host proclaim, 
"Christ is born in Bethlehem!" 
Hark! the herald angels sing, 

"Glory to the new born King!" 



2. Christ, by highest heaven adored; 
Christ, the everlasting Lord; 

late in time behold him come, 
offspring of a virgin's womb. 

Veiled in flesh the Godhead see; 
hail th' incarnate Deity, 

pleased with us in flesh to dwell, 
Jesus, our Emmanuel. 

Hark! the herald angels sing, 
"Glory to the new-born King!" 

3. Hail the heaven-born Prince of Peace! 
Hail the Sun of Righteousness! 
Light and life to all he brings, 
risen with healing in his wings. 

Mild he lays his glory by, 
born that we no more may die, 
born to raise us from the earth, 
born to give us second birth. 
Hark! the herald angels sing, 

"Glory to the new born King!" 

*Affirmation of Faith          The Advent Affirmation 

We believe in God the Creator, our Comforter – all knowing and all loving, all powerful and all giving, who 

brings the universe into being and at the same time knows us completely, cares for us compassionately, and 

loves us eternally.  We believe in the Word made flesh who came and dwelt among us – Jesus the Christ who 

speaks comfort to our anxious hearts. Among even our burdens and fears, he fulfills the promise of peace. His 

advent proclaims the kingdom of heaven is at hand, where even they that dwell on the uppermost heights and 

those who know the unmeasurable depths are brought together on the level plain of God’s rich and sustaining 

love. His coming again continues in us this ministry of consolation, ensuring that the glory of the Lord was, is, 

and shall be revealed, and we shall see it together.    
  

*Gloria Patri           Glory Be to God, the Father - Regent Square 

Glory be to God, the Father; Glory be to God, the Son. 

Glory be to God, the Spirit, ever three, and ever one. 

Come and worship, come and worship 

Light of lights, our star, our sun.  Amen. 

  

Lighting of the Second Advent Candle    

The Wilson Family 

Choral Response                                Chancel Choir and Congregation 

We Will Light a Thousand Candles - David Rasbach 

We shall light a thousand candles, dispelling the night with a glorious morn;  

We shall sing a thousand carols proclaiming our wonderful Savior shall come!  



We shall light a thousand candles, dispelling the night with a glorious morn;  

We shall sing a thousand carols proclaiming our wonderful Savior shall come!   
  

Organ Interlude                                                                    

Choral Meditation                                                          Chancel Choir 

For Know A Blessed Mother You Shall Be - Basque Carol 

“For know a blessèd mother you shall be, 

All generations praise continually, 

Your Son shall be Emmanuel, by seers foretold." 

Most highly favored lady, Gloria! 
  

  

  

  

We Grow Through the Spoken Word 
  

Pastoral Prayer and The Lord’s Prayer                               UMH 895  

Congregational Response                                                 TFWS  2205 

Lord, may our prayer rise like incense in your sight, 

May this place be filled with the fragrance of Christ.  Amen. 

  

*Congregational Response                                           UMH 230, v. 4 

O holy Child of Bethlehem, descend to us, we pray,  

cast out our sin, and enter in, be born in us today.  

We hear the Christmas angels the great glad tidings tell;  

O come to us, abide with us, our Lord Emmanuel! Amen. 
  

*Hymn      I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light             UMH 206 

I want to walk as a child of the light 

I want to follow Jesus 

God set the stars to give light to the world 

The star of my life is Jesus 

Chorus: 

In Him there is no darkness at all 

The night and the day are both alike 

The Lamb is the light of the city of God 

Shine in my heart Lord Jesus 

I want to see the brightness of God 

I want to look at Jesus 

Clear Sun of righteousness shine on my path 

And show me the way to the Father (Chorus) 



I'm looking for the coming of Christ 

I want to follow Jesus 

When we have run with patience the race 

We shall know the joy of Jesus (Chorus) 
 

Worship with Tithes and Offerings                        The People 

*Presentation and Doxology       Tune: Veni Emmanuel 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise him, all creatures here below; 

Praise him above, ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.. 

Rejoice!  Rejoice!  Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel.  Amen. 

  

*Gospel Reading              Luke 1:39-45                  Jim Sutliff, Reader 

Response to the Word 

Reader: The Word of God for the People of God 

Congregation: Thanks be to God 

  

Sermon              Do You Hear What I Hear?             Rev. Schendel 
  

  

  
  

Holy Communion                                  UMH 13 

The choral responses are found in TFWS 2257  

The table is open to anyone who seeks to respond to Christ's love and to lead  

a new life of peace and love. Gluten free wafers are available upon request.  

All altar rail donations will go to the Altar Fund to assist those in our community. 
  

Choral Communion Meditation                                       Chancel Choir 

What Feast of Love - Greensleeves 

*Hymn             Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus                  UMH 196  

1. Come, thou long expected Jesus, 
born to set thy people free; 

from our fears and sins release us, 
let us find our rest in thee. 

Israel's strength and consolation, 
hope of all the earth thou art; 
dear desire of every nation, 
joy of every longing heart. 

2. Born thy people to deliver, 
born a child and yet a King, 
born to reign in us forever, 

now thy gracious kingdom bring. 
By thine own eternal spirit 
rule in all our hearts alone; 



by thine all sufficient merit, 
raise us to thy glorious throne. 

 

We Go to Serve 

  

*Benediction                                                 Rev. Schendel 

*Responsive Affirmation                                          Tune: Jessye's Carol All singing:   Green and 

silver, red and gold , and a story borne of old. 

         Peace and hope and love abide as Christ draws nigh. Amen. 
  

Chimes                                 The congregation in silent reflection 

  

  

_______________________________________________________ 

*Those who are able please stand.                        UMH (United Methodist Hymnal) 
                                                                                            TFWS (The Faith We Sing) 
                                             All music used with permission: CCLI License 21212483  
  

 


