
  TRINITY Christian School 
SUMMER READING CHALLENGE 

HIGH SCHOOL 
 

READING MATTERS! 
 
 A student who reads 20 minutes per day will be exposed to 1.8 MILLION words per year and 

scores in 90th percentile on standardized tests. 
 A student who reads 5 minutes per day will be exposed to 282,000 words per year and scores in 

50th percentile on standardized tests. 
 A student who reads 1 minute per day will be exposed to 8,000 words per year and scores in 10th 

percentile on standardized tests. Source: Nagy, Anderson and Merman, 1987 
 
All students enrolled in high school for the 2020 - 2021 school year may participate in the Summer Reading 
Challenge.  Each student is challenged to read 100 pages multiplied by his/her grade level. Students who 
meet their goal and turn in their paperwork (signed by a parent) by the deadline, will receive a $5 gift 
certificate to the fall ‘20 Book Fair, as well as a casual dress pass. The top reader for each classroom will 
participate in a special lunch.   
 
High school students have one required book for Bible and one required book for Language Arts. 
High school students must turn in their logs and their completed Bible and ELA assignment on the required 
books in order to qualify for the prizes. 
 
 
Goals:  Entering 9th grade: 900 pages   
  Entering 10th grade: 1,000 pages 
  Entering 11th grade:  1,100 pages 
     
 
How to participate: 
 Books need to be read by the student, audio books are not to be used 
 Read grade and age appropriate books 
 List all the books you completely read on the Summer Reading Log. (You may download as many 

pages as needed) 
 The information form and the Summer Reading Log, need to be completely filled out, signed by a 

parent, and returned by Thursday, August 13 
 

Complete the above to qualify for the incentives listed. ALL writing must be neat and easy to read. The 
assignment must be complete.  
 
The following items do NOT count: 
 Partially read books 
 Joke books, magazines, and comics are fun to read, but please do not list them on the log. 
 We also encourage the students to read their Bible, but this also does not count toward their 

reading goal 
   
***TCS reserves the right to evaluate the effort and completeness of work that is turned in for the 
incentive/prize. Make sure you turn in quality work. 
 
 



9th Grade English I 
Summer Reading Assignment 

 Read To Kill a Mockingbird, by Harper Lee. You can find this in most libraries and book 

stores, as well as online at www.amazon.com, www.BarnesandNoble.com, etc.  

 Take the AR quiz for the novel. You may come to the school office during the summer to 

take the quiz.  Please remember to check the school office hours before coming.  If you wait 

until August, the quiz must be taken within the first two days of school. 

 Carefully provide complete, thorough, and original answers for each of the questions that 

you will find on the following page.  Your answers should be written in complete sentences 

and include evidence from the novel to support your answers (include the page number with 

the evidence as shown below).   

 Type your answers and save them—if you can. When typing, do not type the questions—

only the answers. If you cannot type your answers, write them neatly on separate paper. 

Harper Lee’s To Kill a Mockingbird is a text that has established itself among the classics of literary 

works.  While the novel addresses issues surrounding prejudice, racial tensions, and discrimination, it 

also has a more positive side that looks at courage, integrity, tolerance, the importance of family 

relationships, and the importance of having a moral code. 

*Please read the following information carefully in regards to the page numbers of the edition you chose. 

All page numbers listed refer both to a Warner Books (WB) edition of this novel and to a Grand Central 

Publishing (WCP) edition of this novel. Page numbers in this document are expressed as “WB p.__/ 

GCP p.__.”  

 

• Here's an example: “WB p. 5-6/GCP p. 6”.  

In this example “WB p. 5-6” refers to the page number in the Warner Books edition, and “GCP p. 6” 

refers to the Grand Central Publishing edition.  

Read the book. Many students believe that watching a movie version of a book is the same as 

reading the book. This is not correct. The movie version of To Kill a Mockingbird differs in significant ways from 

the novel. All of the assigned questions are based on the novel.  



To Kill a Mockingbird 
 

1. In Chapter 1, WB p. 5-6/GCP p. 6, the 
narrator notes, “But it was a time of vague 
optimism for some of the people: Maycomb 
County had recently been told that it had 
nothing to fear but fear itself.” This alludes 
to another famous quote.  
 

A) Who in history said, “The only thing we have 
to fear is fear itself?”  

B) What was the situation in which it was said?  
C) Given what you have learned about this   

quotation, estimate the year the novel is set 
in. 

 
2.  In Chapter 10, WB p. 90/GCP p. 119, Miss 

Maudie says, "'Mockingbirds don't do one 
thing but make music for us to enjoy. They 
don't eat up people's gardens, don't nest in 
corncribs, they don't do one thing but sing 
their hearts out for us. That's why it's a sin 
to kill a mockingbird.'" This quotation (and 
several more like it) explains an important 
theme of this novel.  

 
(A theme is the writer’s message to the 
audience about life.) Write this theme in your 
own words. Do not refer to mockingbirds 
because the statement above is a metaphor for 
humans.  

 
3.  In Chapter 10, WB p. 98/GCP p. 130, after 

Atticus shoots a mad dog, Miss Maudie 
explains why Atticus, the best shot in the 
county, had not shot a gun in many years: “’I 
guess he decided he wouldn’t shoot till he 
had to….’” What does Miss Maudie’s remark 
tell the reader about Atticus? (This is making 
an inference.)  

 
4.  In Chapter 10, WB p. 99/GCP p. 131, after 

Atticus shoots the mad dog, Jem says, 
“’Atticus is a gentleman, just like me.’” What 
does this quotation tell the reader about 
Jem’s attitude toward his father?  

5. In Chapter 11, WB p. 112/GCP p. 149, Atticus 
gives his idea of courage: “’It’s when you 
know you’re licked before you begin but you 
begin anyway and you see it through no 
matter what. You rarely win, but sometimes 
you do.’” Do you agree with this definition of 
courage? Explain your answer.  

 
6.  Closely read Chapter 15 and briefly 

summarize what happens here.  
 

7.  Carefully read Chapter 30. Briefly 
summarize the argument between Atticus 
and Sheriff Tate. This chapter is tricky and a 
little hard to understand; you will need to 
make inferences and know the characters 
well. You may need to read it more than 
once to understand it.  

 
8. At one point in Chapter 30, WB p. 275/GCP 

p. 369, Atticus “moved with the same 
slowness that night in front of the jail, when 
I thought it took him forever to fold his 
newspaper and toss it into his chair.” Later 
in this same chapter (WB p. 276/GCP p. 370), 
Atticus “got up and walked across the porch 
into the shadows” and “his youthful step 
had returned.” Thoroughly explain this 
change in Atticus.  

 
9. Carefully read Chapter 31. On WB p. 279/ 

GCP p. 374, the narrator notes, “Atticus was 
right. One time he said you never really 
know a man until you stand in his shoes and 
walk around in them.” What event(s) on that 
page and on the previous one or two pages 
leads the narrator to that conclusion?  

 
10. The main character, Atticus Finch, portrays 

many Christian values throughout the novel.  
Describe a situation in which he exhibits at 
least one of these values.  Support your 
answer with evidence from the novel and 
scriptures from the Bible.

 



 

 

10th Grade English II 
Summer Reading Assignment 

 
 Read Night, by Elie Wiesel. You can find this in most libraries and book stores, as well as 

online at www.amazon.com, www.BarnesandNoble.com, etc.  

 

 Take the AR quiz for the novel. You may come to the school office during the summer to 

take the quiz.  Please remember to check the school office hours before coming.  If you wait 

until August, the quiz must be taken within the first two days of school. 

 

 You will be responsible for a journal entry, quotes, vocabulary, and discussion questions.  

Provide complete and thorough answers for each assignment listed below and on the 

following page.  Your answers should be written in complete sentences and include 

evidence from the novel to support your answers (include the page number with the 

evidence as shown below).   

 

 Type your answers and save them—if you can. When typing, do not type the questions - 

only the answers. If you cannot type your answers, write them neatly on separate paper. 

 

Night is Elie Wiesel's masterpiece---a personal account of Wiesel’s horrendous experience as a 

young teenager in the ghetto and in the concentration camps. Offering much more than a listing the 

daily terrors and enmity at Auschwitz and Buchenwald, Night also addresses many of the 

philosophical as well as personal questions of what the Holocaust was, what it meant, and what its 

legacy is and will be. 

 
 
 
Journal Entry (20points)  

 After reading the novel, respond to the following statement, “He wrote this book for you, with 

the hope that telling his story would prevent such a horrid event from ever happening again.” Create a 

journal entry (150-200 words) in response to this statement.  Has this book and his story kept horrid 

events, such as the Holocaust, from happening in our world today, if so, why? If not, why? Are there 

modern day injustices such as the Holocaust still occurring?  Explore these thoughts in this journal 

entry. 



 

 

 

Vocabulary (10 points) 

 Choose a total of twenty-five vocabulary words from the memoir.  These words may be words 

that are new to you or they may be words important to the story (there are a lot of words directly 

related to the Holocaust, Judaism, the Hebrew language, religion, or Nazi Germany that you may not 

be familiar with). 

Write the sentence that the word is in AND provide a dictionary definition for the word as it is used in 

the book.  

 

Significant Quotes (20 points) 

 Choose ten significant quotes from Night.  (Mark these in your book with a sticky note.)  Be 

sure to include the chapter and page number in which the quote is found and explain how/why the 

chosen quote is significant to that particular chapter or the overall storyline.  The quotes and analysis 

should be typed and written in complete sentences.  

 

Discussion Questions (50 points) 

 You must answer question #8; then choose FOUR other questions below to answer.  You will 

answer a total of five questions. I am looking for you to think about what you’ve read and to 

communicate those thoughts in writing.  Please use complete sentences and strive to craft a 

paragraph that answers all aspects of the question. Make sure to use text evidence to support your 

answers. When there is more than one question included, the order you respond to them doesn’t 

matter to me so long as you cover all the bases.  Each question is worth 10 points, and you may 

receive only partial credit for brief or incomplete answers.  Make sure the question number you are 

answering is clearly marked, and please type your answers. 

 

1. When Moshe tells Elie that he has “come to tell the story of his death” what changes have occurred in 

Moshe’s character since the beginning of the novel? 

2. What images and thoughts from that first night at the concentration camp can Elie never forget? 

3. What is ironic in the statement, “I’ve got more faith in Hitler than in anyone else. He’s the only one 

who’s kept his promises, all his promises, to the Jewish people”? What other examples are there of 

irony in the novel? 

4. Explain the relationship between Elie and his father. Note the changes in their relationship as they 

endure the harshness of the camps.  Use text evidence to support your answer. 

5. How does Elie change over the course of the novel? Use text evidence to support your answer. 



6. What are the various images and thoughts associated with the word “night” and why do you think 

Wiesel chose this word for the title of his novel? 

7. Give examples of the ways in which similes and metaphors are used and the overall effect their use 

has on the writing itself. 

8. One of the themes in the novel is faith. How does Akiba Drumer’s personal faith in God and in himself 

change? How does Elie’s faith in God and himself change? Why does one choose to die and the other 

to live? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



   

 
 

11th Grade English III 
Summer Reading Assignment 

 Read the novel, Unbroken (The Young Adult Adaptation): An Olympian’s Journey from 

Airman to Castaway to Captive by Laura Hillenbrand.  Here is a link to verify you have the 

correct version of the book.  

 Type your response to the following four literary analysis questions.  Each answer should be 

a complete paragraph (5+ sentences) with evidence in MLA format from the novel for 

support. (50 points) 

 Write a character analysis of one character from the novel. (50 points) 

 Take a quiz on the novel during the summer or the first week of school in your English class. 

(100 points) 

The novel, Unbroken (The Young Adult Adaptation): An Olympian’s Journey from Airman to Castaway 

to Captive, by Laura Hillenbrand sends an important message of God's grace and forgiveness to a broken man 

who was then able to extend that grace and forgiveness to those he had every right in man's view to despise. 

The redemptive story is clear, and it is vital to see the difference it can make in a life. 

 

Literary Analysis Questions 

 

1. Zamperini’s life experiences are almost autonomous: None of us will be in a plane crash, attacked by 

sharks, stranded in a rubber raft or held as a POW. Yet, we would consider Zamperini’s experiences as 

“inspiring.” What about these experiences make him so inspirational to people who will never endure 

these trials? What are the lessons that his life offers to all of us? (12.5 points) 

 

2. What emotions did you feel for Mac? Sympathy? Anger? Place yourself in the castaway situation. In a 

place where very few men would survive, would you have reacted like Mac? Does Mac redeem 

himself? (12.5 points) 

 

3. After the war, Zamperini would say that of all the horrors he witnessed and experienced in the war, the 

death of the little duck, Gaga, was the worst. Why was this event especially wrenching for him and the 

other POWs? (12.5 points) 

 

4. In the novel, under the “kill-all order,” the Japanese planned to murder all POWs. This plan never 

materialized because of the dropping of the atomic bombs. The novel explores the lengths to which the 

Japanese had prepared to avoid surrender. After reading, what is your opinion concerning the use of 

the atomic bomb? (12.5 points) 



 

 

Character Analysis 

 

 After reading the first half of the book, choose a character with whom you most identified.  You will 

complete the attached graphic organizer to compare yourself with this character. 

 

 On the left side, fill in the space with 20-30 descriptive adjectives to describe the character.  On the 

right side, fill in the space with 20-30 descriptive adjectives to describe how you are different from the 

character.  In the middle section, where the circles adjoin, list 15-20 descriptive adjectives that describe 

both you and the character.  The adjectives you choose will describe them physically, spiritually, 

socially, emotionally, and with additional character traits of your choice. 

 

 Finally, write one or two well-developed paragraphs analyzing the character.  At the conclusion of the 

document describe what you learned about yourself through this book. (50 points) 

 

Quiz  

 Take a quiz on the novel during the summer or the first week of school in your English class.  

_______________________ _______________________ 

What is different? 
 

What is different? 
 What is the 

same? 
 



 

 

Character Analysis Rubric 

 
 
 
 
 

Category Above 
Standards  
10 points 

Meeting 
Standards  
8 points 

Approaching 
Standards  
5 points 

Below 
Standards  
3 points 

  
  

Organization 
 

Essay is focused 
and well 
organized with 
effective use of 
transitions.  

Essay is 
organized, with 
effective use of 
transitions.  

Essay is 
generally 
organized; 
transitions need 
some work.  

Essay is 
disorganized and 
much of the 
essay is 
unfocused.  

  
  

Focus 
 

Well-chosen 
character traits 
and supports it 
consistently with 
reasons or 
examples.  

Clear character 
traits chosen 
and supports it 
consistently with 
reasons or 
examples.  

Character traits 
mentioned, but 
provides uneven 
support, lacks 
development 
and parts are 
repetitive.  

Character traits 
are mentioned, 
but support 
provided is 
minimal.  

 
Evidence and 

Support 
 

All evidence is 
relevant, and 
explanation is 
given.  

Most of the 
evidence is 
relevant and 
explanations are 
given.  

Examples are 
not relevant, or 
explanations are 
not given. 

No examples or 
explanations are 
given. 
  

 
MLA Format 

Sources are cited 
in proper MLA 
format. 

Sources are 
mostly cited in 
proper MLA 
format. 

Sources are 
partially cited 
with MLA 
format. 

Sources are not 
cited. 

 
Mechanics 

 

Author makes no 
spelling, 
grammar or 
punctuation 
errors.  

Author makes a 
few spelling, 
grammar or 
punctuation 
errors. 

Author makes 
several spelling, 
grammar or 
punctuation 
errors. 

Author makes 
too many errors 
that distract the 
reader from the 
content.  



High School  
Bible Summer Reading 

 
 

The Way I’m Wired: Discovering who God made ME to be 
Kate Brazelton 

 
https://www.amazon.com/Way-Im-Wired-Devotional-Discovering/dp/0764447041 

 
You are not an accident, and your life journey isn't random. God has a unique, intricate 

design for you, which includes hopes, dreams, and deepest longings assigned to you before 
you were even born. This Bible devotion will help you realize God's plan is intended to be a 

miraculous adventure towards purpose.  
 

Picture of the cover to make sure your book matches. 
 

   

Directions: 
**Due to the nature of this assignment using the eBook is NOT an option** 
 
Assignment:  
 

1. Complete the devotion as directed by the book.   
2. Complete the Reflection Questions and Life Purpose Applications provided 

throughout the book. Write all responses in the book or a journal. 
3. Bring completed Bible Study book on the 1st day of school.  
4. Teachers will grade for completion and effort.  Teachers will not read every 

answer as this study is personal to the reader.  Teachers will spot check responses 
to check for accountability purposes. 

 
 
 
 
 
 



TRINITY Christian School 
 
 
 
Name:         Entering Grade: _____ 
 
Teacher’s Name:          
 
***Parent’s Signature:         
 
HAPPY READING!!! The book must be completely read in order to be listed 
on the Summer Reading Log.  No partial books are permitted.  Picture books 
are for grades K – 3.

 
SUMMER READING LOG 

 TITLE AUTHOR # OF 
   PAGES 
 
 

  

 
 

  

 
 

  

 
 

  

 
 

  

 
 

  

 
 

  

 
 

  

 
 

  

 
 

  

 
 

  

 
 

  

 
TOTAL # OF PAGES LISTED ABOVE _______ 

 


